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At  a  meeting  held  January  22,  1889,  Mr.  AVilliam 
Warner  Hoppin,  Jr.,  of  the  New  York  Bar,  read  a  paper; 
subject,   "The  Peace  Conference  of  1861,  at  Washington." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  5,  1889,  the  Hon.  William  P. 
Sheffield,  of  Newport,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Early 
Settlement  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  Causes  which  led 
Thereto." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  19,  1889,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Snelling,  of  Providence,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  William 
Blackstone  and  His  Times." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  5,  1889,  Mr.  Ray  Greene 
Huling,  of  New  Bedford,  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Rhode  Island 
Emigration  to  Nova  Scotia,"  embodying  interesting  facts 
relative  to  many  New  England  families. 

At  a  meeting  held  March  19,  1889,  Commander  John  R. 
Bartlett,  IT.  S.  Navy,  read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Physical 
Geography  of  the  Sea,"  illustrated  by  maps,  charts  and 
casts,  representing  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  etc. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  April  2,  1889,  in  consequence 
of  the  indisposition  of  the  President,  Vice-President  Rogers 
occupied  the  chair.  The  Secretary  made  a  report  of  acces- 
sions to  the  library  during  the  last  quarter.  jNIr.  Charles 
E.  Paine  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Snelling  were  elected  resident 
members.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Caldwell,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
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on  Puhlication^,  reported  that  the  Ammal  Proceedings  for 
1^88-9  had  l)ecn  printed  and  distril)uted  to  members;  also 
that  the  expense  to  l)e  assumed  by  the  Society  for  publish- 
ing the  Comer  Diary  in  connection  with  the  Baptist  Pub- 
lication Society  would  be  $27o  ;  therefore  the  committee 
decided  to  withdraw  the  manuscript  and  discontinue  nego- 
tiations. The  chairman  announced  that  the  aggregate  sub- 
scription fund  for  the  enlargement  of  the  building  had 
reached  $13,500.  ]Mr.  Stone,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  Building  Accommodations,  explained  the  plan  that  was 
adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1884.  On  motion  of  Dr. 
Caldwell,  it  was 

Voted,  Tliat  the  .Society  express  its  approval  of  the  ]<lan  in  general, 
and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  perfect  the  same  and  present  it 
at  a  special  meetinij^  to  be  called  for  the  purpose. 

The  chairman  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  little  more 
than  a  year  from  this  time  would  occur  the  centenary  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  by  the  State,  and  that 
the  orator  .selected  to  sj)eak  on  that  occasion  should  have  at 
least  a  year  for  in'ei)aration.  It  was,  therefore,  on  motion 
of  the  Secretary, 

Vote<},  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  William  D.  Ely,  John 
A.  ITowland  and  W.  F.  B.  Jackson,  be  authorized  to  briny  about  the 
proper  observance  of  the  lOOth  anniversary  of  that  event. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  April  9,  1889.  Vice-Presi- 
dent Rogers,  on  assuming  the  chair,  announced  the  death 
of  the  President,  Prof.  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.,  and 
after  paying  a  tribute  of  honor  to  his  memory  invited 
members  to  take  such  action  as  they  deemed  fitting  the 
occasion.  The  Rev.  S.  L.  Caldwell  spoke  of  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  deceased,  and  moved  that  the  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  place  the  following  Minute  upon  record,  and 
also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  Mrs.  Gammell  and  her 
children,  with  the  respectful  .sympathy  of  the  Society: 
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Minute. 


The  Society  performs  a  painful  duty  in  placing  upon  record  the 
decease  of  its  President,  Prof.  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.,  which  occurred 
on  the  od  inst.  He  has  heen  a  member  of  the  Society  since  July  19,  1844, 
and  its  President  for  the  last  seven  years.  Besides  the  official  addresses, 
with  which  he  has  closed  each  of  these  years,  he  has  read  twelve  papers 
at  different  meetings,  probably  a  larger  contribution  than  any  single 
member  has  ever  made. 

For  such  work  he  was  well  qualified.  Though  not  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  he  had  lived  here  from  his  boyhood,  had  thoroughly  acquainted 
himself  with  the  history  of  the  State,  and  appreciated,  while  he  criti- 
cised its  founders,  its  principles  and  its  institutions.  The  study  of  his- 
tory, the  teaching  of  history,  had  occupied  the  ripest  and  most  vigorous 
period  of  his  academic  life.  He  was  more  than  a  mere  professor  of  his- 
tory. He  had  the  historic  temper,  the  historic  imagination,  the  con- 
structive power  which  enabled  him  to  enter  into  and  reproduce  the 
events  and  the  periods  which  interested  him.  He  had  facility  in  digest- 
ing materials  which  are  often  rather  indigestible,  and  working  them 
into  clear  and  continuous  narrative.  He  rose  readily  from  facts  to  prin- 
ciples, and  generalized  within  the  safe  limits  of  induction,  without 
Avandering  into  regions  of  speculation  and  vagary. 

His  style  was  lucid,  polished,  elevated,  correct  without  coldness,  and 
elegant  without  ostentation.  His  Life  of  Roger  A\'illiams,  and  the  Life 
of  Samuel  Ward  in  Mr.  Sparks's  Library  of  American  Biography,  and 
the  History  of  American  Baptist  Missions,  are  the  more  creditable  works 
of  his  pen.  The  minor  writings  which  came  from  his  busy  hand  would 
probably  make  other  volumes  of  equal  or  larger  amount. 

The  Society  has  occasion  to  remember  not  only  his  literary  contribu- 
tions and  his  historical  work,  but  also  the  dignity  and  courtesy  with 
which  he  has  presided  in  its  meetings,  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  what- 
ever concerned  its  usefulness  and  its  progress,  but  especially  the  success- 
ful attempt  he  made  to  secure  a  large  subscription  for  the  enlargement 
of  its  building,  which  was  almost  the  last  labor  of  his  life. 

Beyond  all  this,  it  takes  pleasure  and  a  certain  pride  in  remembering 
the  course  of  his  long  and  honorable  life;  all  he  Avas  as  a  citizen,  a 
scholar,  a  teacher,  a  man,  a  Christian;  his  fidelity  in  all  trusts,  his  devo- 
tion to  the  highest  interest,  the  good  name  he  has  left  behind. 

Prof.  J.  L.  Lincoln,  LL.  D.,  seconded  the  motion,  und 
spoke  at  length  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased. 
The  Ixev.  J.  G.  Vose  read  a  paper,'  setting  forth  what  he  con- 
sidered the  eminent  virtues  of  the  deceased.  Two  letters 
were  read,  one  letter  from  the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Clark, 
D.  D.,  and  the  other  from  the  Hon.  Francis  Brinle}^  of  New- 
port, who  was  Vice-President  of  the  Society   from  1873.  to 
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1888.  After  reniarks  by  Prof.  Albert  Harkness,  LL.  D., 
and  the  lion.  Benjamin  F.  Thurston,  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  :ind  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  16,  1889,  Prof.  J.  L.  Lincoln, 
LL.  D.,  read  a  paf)er  on  the  historian  Leopold  Von  Eanke, 
followed  by  remarks  from  Professors  Jameson  and  Hark- 
ness, Messrs.  Amasa  M.  Eaton,  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Jr.,  and 
the  chairman. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  28,  1889,  Mr.  George  Grafton 
Wilson,  a  resident  graduate  of  Brown  University,  read  a 
paper  entitled,  "The  Town  Government  of  Providence, 
163(5-1700."  The  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  paper 
should  ho  printed,  and  thus  brought  within  the  reach  of  the 
reading  public. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  30,  1889,  the  Hon.  George  M. 
Carpenter  read  a  paper  entitled,  "Washington,  the  Founder 
of  the  Nation,"  and  remarks  were  made  by  the  Hon.  J.  H. 
Stiness,  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison,  and  the  chairman. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  14,  1889,  the  Hon.  William 
Jones  Hoppin,  late  Secretary  of  Legation  at  London,  read 
a  paper  entitled  "  Some  Curiosities  of  Historic  Portraiture." 

At  a  special  meeting  held  June  5,  1889,  after  a  discussion 
in  regard  to  building  accommodations  for  the  Society,  the 
following  resolution,  ottered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caldwell,  was 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolced,  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  obtain  estimates  and 
and  proposals  for  the  addition  to  the  present  building,  in  accordance 
with  tlie  plan  submitted  by  them,  and  proceed  to  its  construction  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  2,  1889,  a  vote  was 
passed,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  W.  F.  B.  Jackson,  requiring 
that  the  name  of  the  mover  of  any  resolution  that  is  passed 
be  recorded.  The  chairman  announced  the  first  business  of 
the  Society  to  be  the  election  of  a  president.  On  motion  of 
Mr.   Richmond  P.   Everett,  the   first  vice-president  of  the 
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Society,  Dr.    Charles  W.   Parsons,   was   elected  President. 
Dr.  Parsons   declining  the  appointment  on   account  of  im- 
paired health,  General  Rogers  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John  A. 
Rowland,  elected  President ;  and  the  Hon.  George  M.  Carpen- 
ter was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  James  Burdick,  elected  to  till  the 
office  of  second  vice-president,  rendered  vacant  by  the  pro- 
motion of  General  Rogers.     The  secretary  reported  additions 
to  the  library  during  the  last  quarter.     The  President  gave 
the  names  of  seven  members   of  the  Society  who  had  died 
since  the  last  quarterly  meeting.     Mr.  William  D.  Ely  re- 
ported on  behalf  of  the  committee  to  secure  the  observance 
of  the   100th   anniversary   of  the  adoption   of  the  Federal 
Constitution  by  this  State,  that  General  Rogers  had  accepted 
an  invitation  to  be  the  orator  of  the  Society  on  that  occa- 
sion.    The   report   was    accepted,  and   the    committee   was 
continued  to  take  such  further  action   as  may  be  necessary 
to    accomplish    the    object   of   its    appointment.     Messrs. 
William    Jones    Hoppin,    George    Washington    Richmond 
Matteson,     Henry    C.    White,    Charles     Fletcher,    Charles 
Albert  Catlin,  Newton  Darling  Arnold  and  James  B.  Kel- 
ley,  of  Providence,  and  Dr.  James  Orne  Whitney,  of  Paw- 
tucket,   were   elected    resident    members.      William  Henry 
Watson,  M.  D.,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  was  elected  correspond- 
ing member.     Reference  beins;  made  to  the  unveiling  of  the 
monument  at  Pequot  Hill,  Mystic,  Conn.,  called   forth    re- 
marks from  Mr.  Ely  and  the  President  relative  to  the  action 
of  Roofer  Williams  in  dissuadino:  the  Narrao;an setts  from  be- 
coming  allies  of  the   Pequots   in    their  endeavor  to   exter- 
ininate  the  white  colonists.     Mr.  Perry,  the  Secretary,  read 
an  historical  sketch,  designed  as  an   introduction  to  a  chro- 
nological list  of  all   the    lectures  and  papers  that  had  been 
read  before  the  Society  since  its   organization.     On  motion 
of  Mr.  John  O.  Austin,  it  was   voted   that  both   the  paper 
read,  and  the  list  submitted  to  the   Society,  be  referred  to 
the  Publication  Committee,  with   instructions   to  have   the 
same  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 
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At  II  quarterly  nieotinir  lield  October  1,  1889,  Vice- 
President  Carpenter  announced  the  death  of  three  members 
of  the  Society,  namely,  the  Kev.  Dr.  Samuel  Lunt  Cald- 
well and  Mr.  Lyman  Klapp,  resident  members,  and  the 
Hon.  John  Fitch,  corresponding  member,  since  the  July 
(piarlerly  meetinir.  The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr. 
William  Henry  \Vatsoii,  tiiankiiii:-  the  Society  for  the  honor 
of  his  election  as  correspondinii-  member;  also  a  letter 
from  Mr.  \\'altcr  liow  lands,  slatiiiir  that  the  original  Smi- 
bc-rt  porti-ait  of  Mrs,  Ibiniiah  ( iardiner  jNIcSparran  is  in  the 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  The  l\ev.  Dr.  K.  B. 
Andrews  was  elected  to  fdl  the  place  rendered  vacant  in  the 
l*ublication  Conmiiltec  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caldwell.  The 
Secretary  reported  additions  to  the  library  for  the  last 
(juartcr,  as  follows,  namely  :  Bound  volumes,  4U  ;  iin- 
boiuid,  404;  miscellaneous  articles,  15.  The  following 
named  gentlemen  were  elected  resident  members,  namely  : 
George  1'houias  Hart,  Oscar  I^apham,  William  Douglas 
Nisbit,  "\\'illiam  T.  Tibbitts,  Charles  H.  Sheldon,  Jr., 
Aaron  BuUard  McCrillis,  James  Smith  Hudson,  and  Fred- 
erick William  Arnold,  all  of  Providence  ;  Sanuiel  Allen 
Haztird,  East  Providence;  \\'illiani  Bimiey,  Jr.,  East 
Greenwich,  and  William  Howe  Tallman,  Pawtucket.  Mr. 
Isaac  H.  Southwick,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
reported  tne  work  progressing  on  the  addition  to  the  Cab- 
inet. Mr.  Charles  H.  Smith  re[)orted,  in  behalf  of  the 
Conunittee  on  liaising  a  Building  Fund,  that  the  money 
subscribed  was  sufficient  for  the  present.  Mr.  ^^'illiam  E. 
Foster  presented  the  following  resolution  : 

liesolcccl,  That  the  inenibeis  of  this  Society  observe  Avith  pleasure 
that  a  niovemeiit  is  in  profjiess  looking  to  the  preservation  in  i)rint  of 
the  Early  Records  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  and  they  hereby  express 
their  hearty  interest  in  its  accomplishment. 

Professor  Jameson  read  a  resolution  adopted  by  this 
Society  in  1855,  having  for  its  object  the  collection  and 
preservation  of  genealoi^ical  and  historical  information  rela- 
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tive  to  members  of  the  Society,  and  stated  that  the  measure 
tailed  to  effect  its  object  for  the  hick  of  a  definite  printed 
series  of  inquiries.  He,  therefore,  presented  the  foUovving 
resohition,  which  was  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  blank 
form,  upon  which  he  shall  cause  each  new  member  of  the  Society  on  his 
accession  to  write  down  under  appropriate  headings  the  main  facts  of  his 
genealogy  and  biography;  that,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable,  he  cause 
each  of  the  present  members  of  the  Society  to  fill  out  one  of  these 
blanks,  and  that  the  records  thus  obtained  be  preserved  in  the  archives 
of  the  Society. 

Dr.  James  O.  Whitney,  of  Pawtucket,  was  then  intro- 
duced, and  read  a  paper  on  "The  Location  of  Peirce's  Fight 
on  the  2Gth  of  March,  1676."  The  subject  was  illustrated 
by  a  diagram  on  a  blackboard. 

At  a  meeting  held  October  29,  1889,  Prof.  James  M. 
Hoppin,  of  Yale  University,  read  a  paper  entitled  "An  Old 
English  Chronicle." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  12,  1889,  the  Rev.  George 
H.  Clark,  D.  D.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  read  a  paper  on 
"Oliver  Cromwell." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  2C),  1889,  Prof.  J.  Frarddin 
Jameson  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Development  of  His- 
torical Writing  in  Modern  Europe." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  10,  1889,  Mr.  John  C. 
Pegram  read  a  paper  entitled  "The  United  States  Naval 
School  and  its  removal  to  Newjiort  in  1861." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  31,  1889,  Mr.  Amasa  M. 
Eaton  read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Legal  Condition  of  Woman 
in  Rhode  Island." 

The  sixty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
January  U,  1890,  the  President,  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers,  in 
the  chair.  Reports  were  presented  by  the  Treasurer,  the 
Committee  on  the  Library,  the  Committee  on  Ibiilding  and 
Grounds,  the  Committee  on  Publications,  and  by  Mr. 
Mason,  as  Procurator  for  Newport;  also  the  report  of  the 
Chairman   of  the    Special    Committee    on    the    Enlargement 
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of  the  Oibinet.  The  reports  were  all  received,  Jidoptcd, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications.  Messrs. 
Kobert  Hale  Ives  Goddard,  AValter  B.  Vincent,  Rev. 
Henry  W.  Kugg,  Edmund  T.  Moulton,  Charles  Danforth, 
AVilliam  Herbert  Ballon,  Dr.  Edward  D.  L.  Parker,  Alfred 
Metcalf,  William  H.  Thurber,  and  the  Rev.  George 
McClellan  Fiske,  D.  D.,  all  of  Providence,  were  elected 
resident  members,  and  the  Rev.  William  R.  Bagnall,  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  a  corresponding  member.  Mr.  William 
D.  Ely  read,  by  invitation  of  the  president,  a  brief  paper, 
staling  that  he  had  examined  the  charter  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  Society,  with  reference  to  the  question  whether 
women  could  become  resident  members,  and  he  embodied 
his  views  of  this  matter  in  the  following  resolution,  which 
Avas  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted: 

liesob-ed.  That  tlicie  is  iiothinj;-  in  the  charter,  or  in  the  constitution 
of  the  lUiode  Ishuul  Historical  Society  wliich  excludes,  or  is  designed  to 
exclude,  women  from  its  memhershii). 

The  President  of  the  Society  then  read  his  annual  ad- 
dress, calling  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  State,  speaking  of  the  change  that  had  recently 
taken  place  in  regard  to  sullVage  in  the  State,  giving  a 
brief  historical  sketch  of  the  elective  franchise  from  the 
settlement  of  Providence  to  the  present  time,  and  after  re- 
ferring to  misrepresentations  resulting  from  ignorance, 
prejudice,  or  malice,  urged  that  ellbrts  be  put  forth  to  pro- 
duce a  history  of  the  State,  its  institutions  and  of  its  men, 
worthy  of  being  handed  down  to  succeeding  generations. 
A  motion  made  by  Mr.  lUudick,  and  amended  by  Mr. 
Beckwith,  having  for  its  ol)ject  to  secure  a  salary  for  the 
Librarian,  was  referred  to  the  Library  Committee.  On  mo- 
tion of  yiv.  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Sr.,  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each  resident  mem- 
ber to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  coming  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Jr.,  it  was 
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Voted,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  anthorized  to  print 
500  copies  of  the  Proceedings,  to  include  the  address  of  the  President, 
the  annual  reports,  and  any  other  paper  the  committee  shall  select,  pro- 
vided that  the  whole  expense  do  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  President  called  attention  to  the  circular  issued  b}^ 
order  of  the  Society  for  the  collection  of  genealogical  and 
historical  information,  and  requested  each  member  to  fur- 
nish the  desired  information.  Mr.  Isaac  C.  Bates  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Increased 
Building  Accommodations,  and  Prof.  J.  Franklin  Jameson 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Indian 
Names  and  Localities,  each  to  till  a  place  rendered  vacant 
by  Mr.  Henrj^  J.  Steere.  The  officers  of  the  Society  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Their  names  are  printed  on 
pages  five  and  six  of  the  Proceedings. 


Address  of  the  President. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society  : 

ILivinuj  been  called  but  six  months  ago  to  assume  the 
office  of  President,  made  vacant  by  death,  it  is  not  without 
embarrassment  I  attemi)t  lo  discharge  the  duty  it  was  hoped 
another  would  have  lived  to  perform,  of  addressing  you  this 
evening  upon  the  condition  of  our  Society  and  the  events 
that  have  transpired  since  our  last  annual  meeting. 

Our  hite  President,  Professor  William  Gammell,  died  at 
his  residence  in  this  city,  on  the  3d  of  April,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness, having  attained  the  ripe  age  of  77  3'cars,  1  month, 
and  24  days.  On  the  evening  of  April  9th  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  Avas  held  in  commemoration  of  his  life 
and  services,  at  which  addresses  were  made  by  several 
members  of  the  Society,  and  a^  memorial  minute  prepared 
by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Caldwell  was  adopted. 

Professor  Gammell  was  born  in  Medtield,  Massachusetts, 
February  10,  1812,  and  moved  to  lihode  Island  with  his 
parents  when  but  eight  years  old,  and  here  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  Though  he  lived  in  this  State  for  nearly 
seventy  years  he  never  quite  forgot  his  Massachusetts  birth 
and  sympathies ;  and  when,  a  year  ago,  he  approached  his 
successor  in  the  i)residency  of  this  Society  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  an  election  to  a  vice-presidency 
that  had  become  vacant,  would  be  accepted,  at  the  same 
time  stating  that  he  felt  he  was  selecting  his  own  successor 
as  President,  he  referred  to  the  lihode  Island  birth  and 
ancestry  of  the  person  he  addressed  as  an  important  recom- 
mendation for  the  position,  alluding  likewise  to  his  own 
Massachusetts  oriirin. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT.  17 

Professor  Gummell's  service  in  Brown  University  covered 
a  period  of  thirty  years.  His  most  considerable  printed 
works  were  a  Life  of  Roller  Williams,  published  in  1846, 
and  one  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward,  in  Si)ark.s'  American  Biog- 
raphies; also  a  History  of  American  Baptist  Missions.  He 
was  for  a  time  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Christian  Hevieiv, 
and  he  has  written  extensively  for  that  and  other  periodi- 
cals. He  joined  this  Society  July  19,  1844,  and  at  his 
death  there  were  but  two  members  who  had  belonged  to  it 
longer  than  he.  He  was  elected  Vice-President  April  6, 
1880,  and  he  succeeded  the  Flon.  Zachariah  Allen  as  Presi- 
dent July  11,  1882.  Of  the  seven  Presidents  of  this 
Society,  President  Gammell  was  the  only  one  not  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island.  Besides  his  annual  addresses  as  Presi- 
dent he  read  many  papers  before  the  Society,  and  his 
smooth  and  polished  diction  and  the  charm  with  which  he 
could  invest  his  subject  never  failed  to  arouse  the  interest 
of  his  hearers.  He  presided  over  the  meetings  of  the 
Society  with  stately  dignity,  and  the  zeal  he  ever  mani- 
fested for  its  welfare  found  further  expression  in  his  last 
will,  which  contained  a  legacy  to  it  of  $1,000.  After  his 
election  as  President  a  year  ago  he  set  about  procuring  en- 
larged accommodations  for  the  Society  with  great  energy, 
obtaining  by  his  own  efforts  alone  subscriptions  for  upwards 
of  $10,000,  one  thousand  of  which  he  contributed  from  his 
own  purse.  He  was  very  earnest  in  this  work,  and  but  a 
few  weeks  before  his  death  he  stated,  as  if  with  prophetic 
ntterance,  that  his  age  and  infirmities  admonished  him  that 
if  he  woidd  see  the  work  completed  it  should  be  commenced 
without  delay.  Though  he  did  not  even  live  to  see  the 
addition  to  our  cabinet  actually  begun,  yet  the  completed 
structure  will  ever  bear  testimony  to  the  interest  of  our 
late  President  in  the  welfare  of  this  Society.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  a  memorial  volume  of  Professor  Gammell  may 
be  issued  at  a  day  not  far  distant,  as  such  a  work,  containing 
an  adequate  sketch  of  his  life  and  some  of  the  productions  of 
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his  i)cn,  MOuUl  constitute  tlie  very  best  monument  thut  could 
be  devised  for  the  perpetuiition  of  his  memory. 

The  Hon.  Francis  Brinley,  who  had  held  the  office  of 
Vice  President  in  this  Society  from  1873  to  1888,  a  period 
of  fifteen  years,  died  in  Xewjmrt  on  the  14th  of  June. 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Steere,  another  prominent  member  of  this 
Society,  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city  on  the  28th  of 
October.  He  was  a  large-hearted  philanthropist,  giving 
much  in  many  directions,  and  his  benefactions  to  this  So- 
ciety surpassed  those  of  any  other  single  donor.  He  was  a 
liberal  and  constant  contiibutor  towards  defraying  our  cur- 
r(Mit  expenses,  he  subscril)ed  $3,000  towards  erecting  the 
addition  to  the  cal)inet,  and  l)y  his  will  he  left  the  Society  a 
legacy  of  $10,000. 

The  other  meml)ers  of  the  Society  who  have  died  during 
the  year  are  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Caldwell,  Mr.  John 
A.  llowland,  both  of  whom  had  taken  a  very  active  in- 
terest, Col.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  and  Messrs.  Smith 
Owen,  Fiederick  :M.  Ballon,  Francis  AV.  Goddard,  John  S. 
Ormsbee,  James  C.  Hidden,  Lyman  Klapp,  Charles  Aplin, 
llichard  B.  Winsor,  Sullivan  Moulton,  and  Alexander  Dun- 
can. Mr.  Duncan  was  exceedingly  generous  with  his  ample 
means,  and  it  is  jiratifvin<r  to  rememl)er  that  but  a  few  months 
before  his  death  he  bore  substantial  testimon}  to  his  interest 
in  this  Society  by  contributing  the  sum  of  $1,500  to  its 
])uilding  fund. 

Three  of  our  corresponding  meml)ers  have  likewise  been 
removed  by  death  :  the  Hon.  Samuel  Latham  Mitchill 
Barlow,  of  New  York  City,  Avho  was  elected  October  12, 
1861),  the  Hon.  John  Fitch,  of  New  York  City,  who  was 
•elected  April  2,  1878,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Dunster,  of  East 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  who  was  elected  Januar}-^  13,  1880. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  more  members  of  this  Society 
have  deceased  during  the  last  year  than  ever  before  in  the 
same  length  of  time. 

The  year  now  drawinir  to  a  close   has  been   marked  by 
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unusual  activity  in  our  organization.  More  meetings  have 
been  held,  more  papers  have  been  read,  and  more  historical 
inquirers  have  resorted  to  our  cabinet  during  the  hist  twelve 
months  than  during  any  equal  term  of  the  Society's  exist- 
ence. A  large  addition  to  our  building  is  in  an  advanced 
staofe  of  forwardness,  and  interest  in  the  objects  of  our  So- 
€iety  seems  to  pervade  the  comnuuiity  in  a  remarkable 
manner. 

The  careful  1}^  pre[)ared  report  of  the  Library  Committee 
has  informed  you  of  the  accessions  to  our  collection  and 
of  the  state  of  the  department  under  their  charge.  Our 
contracted  quarters  have  not  tended  to  attract  contributions, 
for  the  inability  to  provide  ])ropur  accommodations  for  the 
treasures  we  now  have',  allbrded  but  slender  inducement  to 
the  possessors  of  historical  material  of  whatever  nature  to 
confide  it  to  our  keeping.  Fortunately  this  deficiency  of 
room  will  soon  be  supplied,  for  the  spacious  addition  to  our 
cabinet,  already  roofed  in,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  I)rought  to 
a  successful  completion  during  the  year  on  which  we  are 
about  to  enter.  With  the  ground  area  of  our  building  more 
than  doubled, and  its  floor  area  more  than  trebled,  we  shall, 
for  some  time  to  come,  be  aljle  to  furnish  tidequate  accom- 
modations for  our  present  stores  and  future  additions,  as 
Avell  as  ample  facilities  for  usins:  them.  The  funds  to  meet 
all  building  contracts  thus  far  made  are  in  hand,  and,  it 
is  believed,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  providing  all 
needed  sums  before  it  is  wished  to  make  new  contracts. 
As  the  rei)ort  of  the  committee  on  increased  accommoda- 
tions has  tloabtless  furnished  you  with  all  desired  informa- 
tion relating  to  that  department,  I  shall  not  detain  you  by 
further  reference  to  it. 

The  Treasurer's  report  has  detailed  our  financial  condi- 
tion and  has  furnished  the  names  of  the  o-enerous  donors  to 
our  building  fund,  and  they  and  all  other  contributors  to 
our  treasures  or  our  treasury  are  assured  that  the  Society 
Jieartily  appreciates  their  generosity. 


20  RIIODK    ISLAND    IILSTOKICAL    SOCIETY. 

Ninelccn  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  hchl  during 
the  i)a.st  year,  and  the  interest  in  the  historical  papers  read 
has  heen  remarkably  well  sustained.  The  following  is  si 
list  of  the  subjects  and  authors  of  those  ])apers  : 

1.  January  22,  1889,  "The  Peace  Conference  of  18(>1, 
at  Washingtcm,"  by  Mr.  AVilliam  Warner  Hoppin,  Jr. 

2.  February  5,  1889,  "The  Early  Settlement  of  Rhode 
Island  and  the  Causes  which  led  thereto,"  by  the  Hon. 
William  P.  ShefHeld. 

o.  February  19,  "iSS9,  ''  William  Pilackstone  and  his 
Times,"  i>y  the  Rev.  Samuel  Snelling. 

4.  March  5,  1889,  "The  Rhode  Island  Emigration  to 
Nova  Scotia,"  by  Mr.  Ray  Greene  Huling. 

5.  .March  19,  1889,  "The  Physical  Geography  of  the 
Sea,"  1)3'  Commander  John  R.  Bartlett,  U.  S.  N. 

Ij.  Ai)ril  9,  188!),  "Commemoration  of  President  (lam- 
mell,"  by  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sanmcl  L. 
Caldwell,  Prof.  John  E.  Eincoln,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  James 
G.  Vose. 

7.  April  1(),  1889,  "  Tlie  Historian,  Leopold  Von  Ranke," 
by  Prof.  ,Iohn  L.  Lincoln. 

8.  x\pril  23,  1889,  "The  Town  Government  of  Provi- 
dence, l()8(j-1700,"  by  Mr.  George  G.  AVilson. 

9.  April  30,  1889,  "Washington,  the  Founder  of  the 
Nation,"  by  the  Hon.  George  M.  Cari)enter. 

10.  May  14,  1889,  "Some  Curiosities  of  Historic  Por- 
traiture," by  the  Hon.  William  Jones  Hoppin. 

11.  July  2,  1889,  "Origin  and  Early  History  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  with  a  List  of  Lectures 
and  Papers  read  before  it,"  by  the  Hon.  Amos  Perry, 
Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  Society. 

12.  October  1,  1889,  "The  Locality  of  Peirce's  Fight, 
March  2(i,  IGTG,"  by  Dr.  James  O.  Whitney. 

13.  October  29,  1889,  "An  Old  English  Chronicle,"  by 
Prof.  James  ^l.  II()[)[)iu. 
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14.  November  12,  1889,  "Oliver  Cromwell,"  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  George  H.  Chirke. 

15.  November  26,  1889,  "The  Development  of  Histori- 
cal AVriting  in  Modern  Europe,"  by  Prof.  J.  Franklin 
Jameson. 

16.  Deceml)er  10,  1889,  "The  United  States  Naval 
School  and  its  removal  to  Newport  in  1861,"  by  Mv.  John 
C.  Pou^ram. 

17.  December  31,  1889,  "The  Legal  Condition  of 
Woman  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  Mr.  Amasa  M.  Eaton. 

Of  these,  the  paper  read  by  Mr.  Ray  Greene  Hnling,  and 
that  read  l)y  Mr.  George  G.  Wilson,  with  some  additions,  have 
been  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  the  paper  read  by  Prof. 
Edward  P.  Smith  appears  in  the  exceedingly^  valuable  and 
interesting  volume  recentl}^  published,  edited  by  our  asso- 
ciate in  this  Society,  Professor  Jameson,  and  entitled 
"Essnys  in  the  Constitutional  History  of  the  United  States." 

The  ])aper  read  before  this  Society  ^Nlarch  6,  1888,  by  the 
Hon.  James  Phinney  Baxter,  entitled  "  Early  Voyages  to 
America,"  has  recently  ))een  printed  in  pamphlet  form  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Societ3^ 

The  numerous  celebrations  that  have  signalized  the  lapse  of 
a  century  since  the  occurrence  of  the  great  events  that  ef- 
fected our  independence  of  British  dominion  and  established 
our  repul)lican  form  of  government,  are  drawing  to  a  close. 
Indeed,  the  grand  concluding  celebration  of  the  national 
series  occurred  in  New  York  last  April,  when  for  three 
days  imposing  ceremonies  marked  the  centennial  of  the  in- 
auguration of  Gen.  George  AVashington  as  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation  with  his  Cabinet,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Justices  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  States,  and  a  large  number  of  civil  and  military 
otKcials  of  high  rank  added  by  their  presence  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  occasion.  It  was  a  meet  conclusion  to  the 
many  brilliant  celebrations  that   had  occurred  which  were 
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designed  to  preserve  in  renienibnince  the  great  events  that 
had  conduced  to  the  birth  of  the  Republic. 

A  centennial  of  nnich  interest  still  remains  to  our  own 
State.  The  29th  of  May  next  will  complete  a  century  since 
Rhode  Island  adopted  the  Federal  Constitution  and  assumed 
her  place  as  a  member  of  the  United  States.  A  committee 
of  this  Society  has  already  been  appointed  to  secure  some 
observance  of  the  occasion  by  a  commemorative  discourse, 
and  the  orator  selected  has  signified  his  acceptance.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  object  and  motives  of  Rhode  Island's 
tardy  action  may  then  be  faithfully  portrayed,  without  the 
})rejudice  and  passion  that  have  too  often  attended  the  treat- 
ment of  the  subject. 

On  the  first  Wednesday  of  last  April  an  important  event 
in  Rhode  Island  history  transpired,  as  on  that  day  was  held 
the  first  election  under  the  Bourne  Amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, so  called,  by  virtue  of  which  amendment  the 
ancient  qualification  as  to  suflfrage  was  annulled,  so  that 
now,  neither  the  ownership  of  real  or  personal  estate,  nor 
the  payment  of  any  tax  whatsoever  are  longer  requisite  to 
enable  one  to  become  a  legal  voter.  Suffrage  in  Rhode 
Island  has  long  been  a  vexed  question,  and  has  attracted  as 
much  i)ul)lic  attention,  perhaps,  as  any  matter  within  the 
pale  of  her  history.  The  harsh  provisions  at  one  time  re- 
lating to  it  fomented  civil  war  and  aroused  an  intensity  of 
feeling  that  years  were  required  to  allay.  In  1(536  Roger 
Williams  and  his  companions,  after  their  banishment  from 
Massachusetts,  finding  themselves  here  in  the  wilderness 
without  government,  entered  into  a  compact  to  submit 
themselves  "to  all  such  orders  or  agreements  as  shall  l)e 
made  for  public  good  of  the  body,  in  an  orderly  way,  by 
the  major  assent  of  the  present  inhabitants,  masters  of 
families,  incorporated  together  into  a  town-fellowship,  and 
such  others  whom  they  shall  admit  unto  them,  only  in  civil 
things."  The  will  of  the  signers  of  this  compact  was  in  the 
early  days,  then,  the  only  rule  for  the  admission  of  voters, 
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or  p.'uticip.'ints  in  the  first  homely  form  of  goveriimoiit  that 
jirevailed  in  the  settlement  ut  Providence.  The  people  of 
Portsmouth,  Newport  and  Warwick  also  formed  themselves 
into  [)()lilical  societies  by  voluntary  compacts. 

The  charter  of  1643  was  the  first  authentic  form  of  gov- 
ernment established  in  Rhode  Island  under  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  this  clothed  the  "  inhabitants  "  of  the  col- 
ony with  "full  power  and  authorit}'  to  govern  and  rule 
themselves,  and  such  others  as  sh;ill  hereafter  inhabit  within 
any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  by  such  form  of  civil 
government  as  by  voluntary  consent  of  all  or  tlie  greatest 
2)art  of  them,  shall  be  found  most  serviceable  in  their  estates 
and  condition."  Nothing  could  have  been  more  democratic 
than  this,  as  the  inhabitants  could  establish  such  form  of 
government  as  the  majority  could  agree  upon. 

The  charter  of  1663  was  of  very  difterent  character,  for 
by  it  power  was  given  to  the  grantees  named  therein,  "  to 
choose,  nominate  and  appoint  §uch  and  so  many  other  per- 
sons as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  shall  be  willing  to  accept  the 
same,  to  be  free  of  the  said  company  and  body  [)olitic,  and 
them  into  the  same  admit."  The  will  of  the  grantees  and 
their  associates,  under  this  latter  charter,  became  the  abso- 
lute and  only  rule  for  the  admission  of  freemen.  This 
charter,  among  the  other  officers  provided  for,  established  a 
General  Assembly,  and  in  May,  1665,  it  was  enacted  that 
persons  '' o'i  competent  estates,  c\\\\  conversation,  and  obe- 
dient to  the  civil  magistrates,  shall  be  declared  freemen 
of  this  colony."  Here  appears  the  first  property  qualifica- 
tion for  the  right  of  suffrage  in  Rhode  Island,  though  it 
must  have  l)een  practically  nugatory,  being  left  utterly  un- 
defined. 

In  1723  it  was  enacted  that  no  person  shall  be  admitted  a 
freeman  unless  he  be  a  "  freeholder  of  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments  in  such  town  where  he  shall  be  admitted  free, 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  or  to  the  value  of  forty 
shillings  per  annum,  or  the  eldest  son  of  such  a  freeholder." 
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In  this  State,  then,  a  property  qualitieation  and  primo- 
geniture went  hand  in  hand.  In  1742  the  qualitieation  was 
altered  to  ownership  of  a  freehold  estate  of  £200,  or  of  £10 
vearlv  value;  in  174G  to  a  freehold  of  £400,  or  of  £20 
vearlv  value  ;  and  in  August,  1760,  to  a  freehold  of  £40,  or 
the  yearly  rent  of  forty  shillings.  The  tluetuation.s  in  the 
value  of  money,  espocialiy  of  paper  currency,  was  doubt- 
less the  cause  of  most  if  not  all  of  these  changes  in  amounts. 
Thus  it  remained  till  1798,  when  the  voter  was  required  to 
own  a  fieehold  of  the  value  of  $134,  or  of  the  yearlj'  rent 
of  S7,  and  such  continued  to  be  the  qualitieation  down  to 
the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1843,  when  our  State  Constitu- 
tion went  into  operation  ;  and  to  this  latter  date  the  primo- 
ueniture  [)iovision  before  sj)oken  of  remained  in  force. 
Under  the  Constitution  primogeniture  in  any  form  dis- 
ai)peared  from  our  statute  book,  and  while  the  old  real 
estate  qualitieation  still  continued  as  to  all,  not  male  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  yet  any  male  native  citizen, 
not  possessed  of  real  estate,  who  registered  on  or  before  (he 
hist  day  of  December  in  the  year  next  preceding  the  time 
of  his  voting,  and  who  paid  a  tax  assessed  against  him  to 
the  amount  of  one  dollar,  was  allowed  to  vote,  and  it  was 
ordained  that  there  should  be  assessed  upon  every  person 
registered,  a  tax  of  one  dollar  or  such  sum  as  with  his  other 
taxes  should  amount  to  one  dollar. 

In  November,  1888,  the  Governor's  proclamation  an- 
nounced that  the  constitutional  amendment  relating  to  suf- 
frage had  become  a  part  of  the  organic  law ;  and  the 
sutfrage  movement,  so  pregnant  with  discord,  has  become 
i\  thing  of  the  past. 

A  number  of  works,  more  or  less  relating  to  Rhode 
Island,  have  recently  been  published.  Perhaps  the  great- 
est contribution  ever  made  to  our  historical  literature  is  the 
Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  edited  by  Mr. 
Justin  Winsor,  Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  and  pre- 
pared by  the  cooperative  method.     The  progress  of  this  in- 
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valuable  work  has  more  than  once  been  alluded  to  in  the  an- 
nual addresses  of  my  immediate  predecessor  in  office,  and 
the  eighth  and  hist  volume  was  issued  from  the  press  a  few 
Aveeks  ago.  It  is,  indeed,  a  marvel  of  research,  and  reflects 
lasting  credit  upon  all  who  have  taken  part  in  its  production. 

"There  is  at  present,"  says  Professor  Bryce,  "a  passion 
amonor  Americans  for  genealogical  researches,"  and  the 
genealogies  of  Rhode  Island  families  constantly  appearing 
attest  that  the  inhabitants  of  our  State  are  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  prevailing  taste. 

After  the  lapse  of  several  years  the  publication  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Tracts  has  been  resumed.  These 
tracts  have  formed  a  most  important  addition  to  the  history 
of  our  State,  and  the  fidelity  of  research  displayed  in  some 
of  them  deserves  the  highest  praise.  No.  1  of  the  Second 
Series  was  published  a  few  months  ago,  and  is  entitled  "An 
Inquiry  concerning  the  Origin  of  the  Clause  in  the  Laws  of 
Rhode  Island  (1719-1783)  disfranchising  Roman  Catho- 
lics," by  Sidney  S.  Rider.  More  than  a  century  ago  Mr. 
George  Chalmers,  in  his  Political  Annals,  l)rought  a  charge 
of  inconsistency  against  the  founders  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island.  It  has  been  repeated  many  times  since,  and  for  lack 
of  thorough  refutation  has  too  often  been  accepted  as  founded 
on  fact.  The  charge,  as  condensed  by  Mr.  Rider,  is  "that 
the  founders  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  had  no  sooner  ob- 
tained the  charter  from  Charles  the  Second,  in  which  entire 
religious  liberty  was  guaranteed,  than  at  their  first  assembly 
after  receiving  it,  to  wit,  March,  1663,  they  violated  it  by 
excluding  Roman  Catholics  from  political  rights  under  it, 
and  presented  a  religious  test  for  the  admission  of  freemen." 
The  act,  which  it  is  claimed  was  passed  by  the  founders  of 
our  colony  in  1663,  was  an  act  for  declaring  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  within  this  colony,  and 
it  contained  this  clause  :  "  That  all  men  professing  Chris- 
tianity and  of  competent  estates  and  of  civil  conversation 
who  acknowledge  and  are  obedient  to  the  civil  magistrates 
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though  of  different  judgments  in  Religious  Affairs  (Roman 
Catholicks  only  excepted)  shall  be  admitted  Freemen  and 
shall  have  liberty  to  choose  the  chosen  Officers  in  the  Col- 
ony both  military  and  civil."  Mr.  Rider  conclusively  proves, 
by  a  critical  examination  of  our  early  laws,  that  no  words 
excluding  Roman  Catholics  were  to  be  found  in  an}'  act 
prior  to  1719;  that  in  the  Digest  of  this  latter  year  the 
words  "Roman  Catholicks  only  excepted,"  were  interpolated 
by  the  then  Secretarj^  of  State,  Richard  AVard,  to  make  our 
laws  conform  to  the  laws  of  England  then  in  force,  and 
which,  since  the  Revolution  of  1688,  were  vor}'  strict 
against  Roman  Catholics.  It  is  clear  that  no  words  of  ex- 
ckision  of  Roman  Catholics  appeared,  even  by  interpolation, 
upon  our  statute  )>ook  until  long  after  all  the  founders  of 
our  colon}'  had  been  gathered  to  their  fathers,  and  that  the 
authors  of  soul  liberty  were  guilty  of  no  inconsistency. 
This  tract  by  Mr.  Rider  is  heartily  commended  to  all  seek- 
ers after  historic  truth. 

In  the  latter  weeks  of  1888,  a  w^ork  entitled  The  Ameri- 
can CommomcealfJi y  by  James  Bryce,  M.  P.  for  Aberdeen, 
was  issued  from  the  English  press.  The  description  of  the 
institutions  of  our  country  contained  in  it  is  most  admirable, 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  it  is  the  work  of  one  who  was 
neither  born  nor  reared  upon  our  soil,  and  whose  visits  to  our 
land  have  been  few  and  brief,  it  must  be  agreed  that  it-  is  a 
truly  marvelous  production.  There  are  frequent  references 
to  our  little  State  within  these  volumes  which  are  not  by  any 
means  always  complimentary.  In  one  place  the  author  speaks 
of  "  that  odd  little  nook,  Rhode  Island."  In  another  he  uses 
these  words  :  "  A  curious  feature  in  its  politics  is  the  fre- 
quent hostility  of  the  agricultural  party  in  the  country  to 
the  commercial  population  in  the  towns,  which  was  at  its 
height  in  1788.  By  making  herself  an  alarming  example  of 
what  the  unbridled  rule  of  the  multitude  may  come  to,  Rhode 
Island  did  much  to  bring  the  other  States  to  adopt  that  Fed- 
eral Constitution  which   she  was  herself  the  last  to  adopt." 
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The  followino;  sentence  to  be  found  in  the  same  note  con- 
ttiining  the  last  quotation  is  especially  worthy  of  attention  : 
"This  singular  little  commonwealth,"  says  Professor  Bryce, 
"  whose  area  is  1,085  square  miles  (less  than  that  of  Ayr- 
shire or  Antrim),  is  of  all  the  American  States  that  which 
has  furnished  the  most  abundant  analogies  to  the  Greek 
republics  of  antiquity,  and  which  best  deserves  to  have  its 
annals  treated  of  by  a  philosophic  historian." 

In  the   latter  part  of  1888,  and   in   the   middle   of  1889, 
appeared  two  volumes   fiom   the  pen  of  Prof.  John  Fiske. 
The  first  is  entitled.  The  Critical  Period  of  American  His- 
tori/,  1783-1789 ;  and  the  second  is  entitled,  The  Begin- 
nings of  NeiD  England,  or  the  Puritan   Theocracy  in  its 
Relations  to    Civil  and  Religious   Liberty,     These    works 
contain  many  references   to  Rhode   Island,  some  of  which 
render  but  slender  justice  to  the  State.     One  of  these  refer- 
ences, contained  in  TJte  Beginnings  of  N'eio  England,  must 
strike  all   Rhode  Islanders  educated  in  the  early  history  of 
their  State,  as  very  remarkable,  and  I  will  quote  it  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  have  not  yet   read   the   book.     This  is 
the  lano;uao;e  of  Professor  Fiske  :  "As  for  Rhode  Island,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  was  regarded  with  strong  dislike  by  the 
other  colonies.     It  was   a  curious    and  noteworthy   conse- 
quence of  the  circumstances  under  which  this  little   State 
was  founded  that  for  a  lono-  time  it  became  the  refus^e  of  all 
the  fanatical  and  turbulent  people  who  could  not  submit  to 
the  strict  and  orderly  governments  of  Connecticut  or  Massa- 
chusetts.    There  were  not  only  sensible  advocates  of  relig- 
ious liberty,  but    theocrats    as   well   who    saw  flaws  in  the 
theocracy  of  other  Puritans.     The   English  world  was  then 
in  a  state  of  theological  fermentation.     People  who  fancied 
themselves   favored  with  direct  revelations  from  Heaven ; 
people  who  thought  it  right  to  keep  the  seventh  day  of  the 
week  as   a  Sabbath  instead  of  the  first  day  ;    people   who 
cherished  a  special  predilection  for  the  Apocalypse  and  the 
Book  of  Daniel  ;  people  with   queer  views   about  property 
and  government ;  people  who   advocated  too  little  marriage 


28  KIIOPK    ISLAM)    lIISTOr.lCAL    SOCIETY. 

or  too  imicli  inairiage  ;  all  such  eccentric  characters-  as  are 
apt  to  come  to  the  surface  in  periods  of  religions  excitement 
found  in  Rhode  Island  a  favoured  spot  where  they  could 
prophesy  without  let  or  hindrance.  But  the  immediate 
practical  result  of  so  much  discordance  in  opinion  was  the 
impossibility  of  founding  a  strong  and  well  ordered  govern- 
ment. The  early  history  of  Ehode  Island  was  marked  by 
enough  of  turbulence  to  suggest  the  question  whether, 
after  all,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Puritans'  refusal  to  recognize 
the  doctrine  of  i)rivate  inspiration,  or  to  tolerate  indiscrim- 
inately all  sorts  of  opinions,  there  may  not  have  been  a 
grain  of  shrewd  political  sense  not  ill  adapted  to  the  social 
condition  of  the  seventeenth  century." 

The  contrasting  of  Rhode  Island  in  this  way  with  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  tills  the  Rhode  Islander  with  aston- 
ishment. It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  Professor  Fiske's 
definition  of  /anaticiwi  and  turbulence,  as  applied  to  Rhode 
Island  in  contradistinction  to  Massachusetts.  If  the  old 
Puritan  divines  like  Wilson,  Higginson,  Norton,  Channcy, 
and  men  of  that  stripe  Avere  not  fanatics,  and  bitter,  perse- 
cuting, l)lood-thirsty  ones,  too,  it  is  not  easy  to  understand 
to  whom  the  term  would  properly  apply.  As  every  man 
thought  as  he  pleased  in  Rhode  Island  without  molestation, 
difference  of  opinion  caused  no  turbulence  here  upwards  of 
two  centuries  ago.  It  was  the  tyranny  and  persecution  of 
Massachusetts  that  made  men  turbulent  in  that  colony,  and 
the  freedom  and  toleration  of  Rhode  Island  that  made  them 
quiet  and  peaceable  in  this. 

Roger  Williams  puts  it  clearly  when,  as  President  of 
Rhode  Island,  he  wrote  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  New 
England  Confederacy,  who  had  besought  this  colony  to  pre- 
serve the  whole  body  of  the  colonies  against  "  such  a  pest,'' 
as  the  Quakers  were  termed,  by  banishing  and  excluding 
them.  "We  have  no  law  amongst  us,"  wrote  AVilliams, 
"  wherel)y  to  punish  any  for  only  declaring  by  words  their 
minds  and  understandings  concernini;  the  things  and  ways 
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of  God  as  to  salvation  and  our  eternal  condition."  As  for 
these  Quakers,  we  tind  that  where  they  are  ''  most  of  all 
sutfered  to  declare  themselves  freely  and  only  opposed  by 
arguments  in  discourse,  there  they  least  of  all  desire  to  come." 
Antinomians  and  Baptists  and  Quakers  and  other  sectaries, 
instead  of  troubling  Rhode  Isiland  with  turbulence,  became 
some  of  our  most  distinguished  and  desiral)le  citizens,  and 
as  for  witches  they  were  unknown  here.  In  Massachusetts, 
however.  Brooks  Adams,  a  Massachusetts  writer,  tells  us 
"the  special  punishments  for  Antinomians,  Baptists,  Quakers, 
and  other  sectaries  were  fine  and  imprisonment,  branding, 
whipping,  mutilation,  Ijanishment  and  hanging.  Nor  were 
the  elders  men  to  shrink  from  executing  these  laws  with  the 
ferocious  spirit  in  which  they  were  enacted.  Remonstrances 
and  command  were  alike  neglected.  The  Long  Parliament 
warned  them  to  l)eware  ;  Charles  II.  repeatedl}'  ordered 
them  to  desist ;  their  trusted  and  dearest  friend,  Sir  Richard 
Saltonstall,  wrote  from  London  to  Cotton:  'It  doth  not  a 
little  grieve  my  spirit  to  heare  what  sadd  things  are  reported 
dayly  of  your  tyranny  and  persecution  in  New  England,  as  that 
you  fyne,  whip,  and  imprison  men  for  their  consciences.'" 

It  is  also  difficult  to  understand  what  Professor  Fiske 
means  by  the  slrkt  and  orderli/  r/ove)')iments  of  (Jonnecticvt 
and  Massacliusetts,  and  tJie  rinposKibUitij  of  founding  a  strong 
and  well  ordered  government  in  Rhode  Island.  If,  by  strict, 
he  means  harsh  and  cruel,  I  should  agree  with  him.  If,  by 
orderly,  he  means  that  the  government  of  Massachusetts  was 
successful  in  securing  conformity  in  religious  views  by  its 
harshness  and  cruelty,  the  facts  are  otherwise,  for  all  through 
the  seventeenth  century,  with  only  occasional  intervals, 
persecution  and  martyrdom  continued.  That  "  the  strict 
and  orderly  governments "  of  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts were  grasping  and  usurping,  Rhode  Island  knows  to 
its  sorrow.  Connecticut  claimed  Rhode  Island's  territory 
west  of  Narragansett  Bay  and  even  established  govern- 
ments at  Wickford  and  other  places  in  Rhode  Island,  which 
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caused  frequent  collisions  between  the  inhal)itants  of  the 
two  colonies,  until,  in  1728,  the  King  in  council  decided  that 
the  assumption  of  Connecticut  was  not  well  founded,  where- 
upon it  was  obliged  to  yield  its  pretensions  and  withdraw 
beyond  the  river  Pawcatuck.  ^Massachusetts  claimed  Rhode 
Island's  territory  east  of  Narragansett  Bay,  which  it  held  on 
to  until  1747,  when  the  King  in  council  likewise  obliged  it 
to  disgorge  its  usurpations,  and  the  territory  embracing  the 
towns  of  Cumberland,  liarrington,  Warren,  Bristol,  Tiver- 
ton and  Little  Compton  then  passed  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
^Massachusetts  to  that  of  Rhode  Island. 

If  a  small  fraction  of  the  zeal  and  ability  that  have  been 
expended  in  palliating  the  early  history  of  Massachusetts 
by  diverting  attention  from  the  oppressors  by  casting  de- 
tractions on  their  victims,  had  been  employed  in  behalf  of 
Rhode  Island,  no  writer  at  this  day  would  have  presumed  to 
use  such  language  as  I  have  just  quoted  from  Professor 
Fiske's  recent  volume.  One  cannot  help  recalling  the 
utterances  of  President  Allen  to  this  Society  in  his  annual 
address  in  1882,  when  he  said:  "The  histories  of  New 
Eniiland  have  all  been  written  by  descendants  of  the  Puri- 
tans, who  persecuted  non-conformists  to  their  peculiar 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  form  of  colonial  government.  Only 
one  side  of  the  New  England  controversies  has  been  hitherto 
set  forth."  One  should  never  forget  these  impressive  words 
of  the  historian  Bancroft :  "  Had  the  magnitude  of  the 
Rhode  Island  territory  corresponded  with  the  importance 
of  the  principles  it  maintained,  the  world  would  have  been 
filled  with  wonder  at  the  phenomena  of  its  early  history." 
Our  diminutive  size  and  the  fewness  of  our  inhabitants,  not- 
withstanding our  State  is  the  most  densely  poi)ulated  of  any 
in  the  Union,  demand  that  the  members  of  this  Society 
should  spare  no  effort  in  defending  the  history  of  our  little 
conunonwealth  from  the  aspersions  that  are  from  time  to 
time  cast  upon  it,  so  that  its  fame  may  shine  forth  unclouded 
and  with  the  t)rillianc\'  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 
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REPORT   OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON 
BUILDINGS    AND    GROUNDS. 


To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  expenditures  of  the   Committee    on    Buildinofs   and 
Grounds  for  the  year  1889  have  been  as  follows  : 
Amount  paid  Walter  S.  Hogg,  ...         $25  83 

Burdick  Brothers, 

Louis  O'Brien, 

R.  I.  Concrete  Co., 

Robinson  Peirce, 

Total, $63  02 

Vouchers  for  the  several  payments  are  on  tile  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee  on  Buildino-s 
and  Grounds, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTHWICK,  Chainnan. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Libriiry  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society  respectfully  present  their  Tenth  Annual 
Report. 

The  rooms  of  the  Library  and  Cabinet  have  been  open  to 
visitors  as  customary.  Mr.  Amos  Perry  has  served  both  as 
Secretary  and  as  Librarian. 

No  department  of  the  Society  has  been  more  constrained 
•and  injured  by  the  crowded  and  ill-arranged  quarters,  which 
it  has  i)een  forced  to  endure,  than  the  Library.  Manuscripts 
are  the  sources  of  books,  and  l)Ooks  are  the  handmaids  of 
history. 

In  whatever  direction  the  student  or  visitor  might  be  in- 
terested, his  purposes  were  thwarted  ])y  the  disordered  con- 
dition of  the  excellent  materials  for  history  possessed  by  our 
Society.  Much  good  work  in  classification  and  arrange- 
ment has  been  accomplished  in  these  latter  years.  But  it 
has  been  impossi))le  for  the  most  intelligent  and  industrious 
curators  to  administer  a  lil)rary  properly  in  the  narrow 
quarters  forced  upon  them  hitherto.  The  Committee  on  the 
Library,  in  behalf  of  students  and  visiting  strangers,  desire 
to  express  their  grateful  recognition  of  the  new  extension 
of  our  l)uilding,  and  of  the  prospect  for  larger  and  better 
arranged  rooms.  We  deem  it  proper  that  we  should  express 
our  deep  sense  of  obligation  :  to  the  spirited  gentlemen  who 
have  projected  the  improvements,  to  the  generous  friends 
who  have  contributed  the  necessarv  means. 
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The  library  has  been  increased  in  the   year  1889   by  the 
following  accessions  : 

In  Bound  Volumes,        ....  187 

Pamphlets,        .  .  .         .         .   -      1,353 

Miscellaneous,  .  .  .         .  147 


Total, 1,687 

The  expenditures  of  the  committee  have  been  as  follows 

For  Binding, $20  55 

Magazines,    .          .          .          .          .  IG  92 

Purchase  of  bound  volumes  of  a  com- 
plete set  of  the  Providence  Eveinwj 
Press, 75  00 


$112  47 

The  United  States  Government  is  constantly  issuing  from 
Washington  valuable  literarj^  matter.  Many  scientific  schol- 
ars are  engaged  in  various  lines  of  investigation,  and  they 
publish  the  results  of  their  work  through  the  Bureaus  at 
Washington.  A\"e  are  fortunate  in  oI)taining  some  of  these 
through  the  courtesies  of  members  and  friends  of  the  So- 
ciety. The  Hon.  Nelson  W.  Aldrich  sent  us  twenty-two 
maps  issued  l)y  the  U.  S.  Topographical  Survey  for  Massa- 
chusetts and  lihode  Island. 

From  the  same  source,  b}-  favor  of  the  author,  we  have 
received  two  more  of  the  excellent  monographs  on  the 
bibliography  of  the  Indian  languages,  namely,  the  Iro- 
quoian  and  Muskhogean.  These  bibliographies  are  grouped 
in  families,  and  one  upon  the  Algonquin  family  will  soon 
follow.  The  author,  James  C.  Pilling,  visited  the  princi- 
pal public  and  private  libraries  of  the  United  States,  Can- 
ada and  Northern  Mexico,  and  finally  extended  his  re- 
searches into  France  and  England.  These  results  of  his 
thorough  study  are  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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Much  interest  attends  all  studies  connected  with  the 
Indians,  and  we  have  "  Indian  Names  of  Places  near  the 
Great  Lakes,"  by  Dwight  II.  Kelton. 

As  we  turn  to  our  own  history,  we  have  the  thorough 
piece  of  work  done  l)y  one  of  our  own  members,  Mr.  George 
Grafton  Wilson.  "Town  and  City  Government  in  Provi- 
dence" is  a  picture  of  our  early  development,  as  a  town 
and  as  a  people,  which  closely  follows  the  original  records. 
In  this  well-digested  account,  many  interesting  details  of  the 
growth  of  our  community  arc  revealed  now  for  the  first  time. 
In  local  history  we  are  indebted  also  to  :Mr.  Charles  Gorton 
for  "Names  of  the  Owners  or  Occupants  in  the  Town  of 
Providence  from  1749  to  1771."  The  original  matter  of 
this  publication  is  in  the  ^Nloses  Brown  manuscripts,  a  val- 
ued treasure  of  our  archives. 

Closely  connected  with  the  history  of  Providence  was  the 
public  life  of  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  so  long  our  chief  magis- 
trate. ^^'e  have  a  sketch  of  his  life,  presented  by  the 
author,  Reuben  A.  Guild.  Mr.  Doyle  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  our  fraternity,  and  he  gave  to  our  meetings,  as  to  all 
occasions  engaging  his  attention,  a  loyal  and  efficient  sup- 
port. His  cheery  voice  and  his  broad,  generous  views  of 
life  and  duty,  will  never  be  forgotten  by  this  generation  of 
memlicrs. 

The  mention  of  our  devoted  Mayor  quite,  naturally  sug- 
gests the  police  organization,  a  department  of  the  city  to 
Avhich  he  gave  constant  and  judicious  attention.  In  "Our 
Police,"  a  solid  volume  received  from  the  author,  Henry 
Mann,  we  have  the  story  from  the  beginning.  From  con- 
stable and  night  watchmen  we  are  l)rought  along  the  years 
of  growth  until  we  come  into  the  presence  of  our  present 
force,  a  maijniticent  organism  in  serried  ranks,  thor- 
ouglily  disciplined,  skilfully  controlled,  holding  itself  equal 
to  the  possible  emergencies  in  the  life  of  a  great  city.  In 
the  words  of  our  author,  "The  Providence  police  have  more 
tlian  a  mercenary  interest   in  the   conmiunity  they   protect. 
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They  are  taxpayers,  and  many  of  them  house  owners  as 
well  as  householders.  Their  welfare  is  identified  with  the 
welfare  of  Providence,  and  they  have  and  display  a  true 
Rhode  Island  sense  of  duty  and  responsibility.  They  have 
made  the  city  one  of  the  safest  and  most  orderly  in  the 
world."  A  citizen  should  weigh  his  words  carefully  when 
he  recommends  anyone  to  a  position  in  the  police  force.  It 
is  becoming  in  all  established  institutions  to  recognize  and 
confess  their  constant  obligations  to  these  guardians  of  pub- 
lic order. 

The  Society  is  interested  in  all  contril)utions  to  the  local 
history  of  our  State,  and  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a 
"Historical  Sketch  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,"  by  William 
Franklin  Tucker.  One  of  the  most  interesting  characters 
in  the  early  history  of  Rhode  Island  is  treated  in  a  pam- 
phlet by  the  Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield.  He  sends  us  "John 
Clarke,  Physician,  Philanthropist,  Preacher  and  Patriot." 

From  Joseph  M.  Walling  we  have  a  collection  of  papers 
of  historical  interest.  They  contain  autographs  of  Rhode 
Island  governors,  deeds  and  other  papers.  Ray  Greene 
Huling  gives  us  his  monograph  upon  "The  Rhode  Island 
Emigration  to  Nova  Scotia."  In  this  curious  movement 
some  10<J  settlers  removed  from  the  colony  to  Nova  Scotia 
as  early  as  1760. 

A  package  of  pamphlets  concerning  the  "  Dorr  War," 
with  manuscripts  of  John  A.  Howland,  Avas  received  from 
Elizabeth  Howland. 

From  James  H.  Eldridge,  M.  D.,  we  have  the  author's 
"Reminiscences  of  Fifty  Years  in  the  Rhode  Island  Med- 
ical Society."  Sterling  citizens  are  commemorated  in  Dr. 
Fiske's  sermon  upon  the  "Incorruptible  Life"  of  Resolved 
Waterman,  and  in  the  memorial  devoted  to  Theophilus 
Salisbury.  In  Rhode  Island  literature,  we  have  "  Shahmah 
in  Pursuit  of  Freedom,"  by  Frances  Whipple  Greene. 

We  are  indebted  to  James  Phinney  Baxter  for  several 
of  his  works,  generally  treating  upon  colonial  history.     In 
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the  "British  Invasion  from  the  North,"  he  discusses  the 
"Campaigns  ot"  Generals  Carleton  and  Burgoyne,"  and 
prints  "Lieut.  Digby's  Journal."  The  Rev.  Edniond  F. 
Shifter  gives  his  "  Koyal  Arms  and  Otiier  Regal  Emblems 
and  Memorials  in  Use  in  the  Colonies  before  the  American 
Revolution."  The  New  Brunswick  Historical  Society  sends 
us  the  "Loyalists'  Centennial  Souvenir,  1783-1883." 

The  Norwegian  Antiquarian  Society  at  Christiana  con- 
tinues its  benefactions,  especially  in  the  Book  of  Illustra- 
tions of  the  Antiquities  of  Norway. 

The  Dedham  Historical  Society  contributes  a  good  col- 
lection of  books  illustrating  the  history  of  that  old  town. 
The  records  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  are  exceptionally  good. 
From  Dr.  Sanuiel  A.  Greene  we  have  the  "Journal  of 
Sergeant  David  Holden,  of  Groton,  Mass.,"  with  its  learned 
antiquar3''s  annotations. 

Our  newspapers  are  increased  by  the  gifts  of  "The 
Microcosin,"  from  Charles  Danforth,  and  "The  Warren 
Telescope,"  from  Annie  E.  Cole.  "Appleton's  Cyclopedia 
of  American  Biography,"  now  completed  in  six  volumes  — 
the  gift  of  our  associate,  Charles  H.  Smith — is  a  useful 
addition  to  the  working  ap[)aratus  of  the  Library. 

\Ve  are  indebted  to  Robert  T.  Swan  for  the  Massachusetts 
Re})ort  of  1881),  on  the  "Custody  and  Condition  of  Public 
Records  of  Parishes,  Towns  and  Counties,"  by  Carroll  D. 
Wright,  Commissioner,  p.  379.  Our  neighboring  common- 
wealth, with  her  usual  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  has  de- 
voted much  intelligence  and  considerable  expenditure  to  the 
work  of  ])reserving  her  records. 

A  movement  for  editing  and  printing  the  early  records  of 
Providence  has  been  initiated  in  this  Society,  and  favored 
by  the  officers  of  Brown  University  and  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  interested  in  historj'  and  in  the  preservation  of 
records  for  legal  purposes.  A\^e  would  commend  and  for- 
ward this  movement  by  every  means  in  our  power.  We 
beg  every  meml)er  and  every  friend  of  Rhode  Island  to  im- 
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press  upon  oui-  city  government  the  excellence  and  import- 
ance of  the  proposed  work,  and  to  urge  upon  other  towns  a 
similar  undertaking. 

In  the  department  of  Genealogy  considerable  accessions 
have  been  received.  The  names  of  Thurston,  Tilling- 
hast,  Parker,  Lawrence,  Gould,  Pearce,  Field,  Hopkins, 
Williams,  Church,  Randall,  have  all  been  treated  in  various 
publications  during  the  past  year,  and  these  are  now  in  our 
archives.  The  large  families  of  Opdyck  and  of  Lockwood 
have  furnished  us  with  elaborate  memorials.  It  has  been 
disputed  whether  this  science  should  confine  itself  to  mere 
tabulated  records  and  formulated  accounts  of  individuals 
and  families,  or  should  enlarge  and  extend  into  the  history 
of  whole  races  and  groups  of  mankind.  In  either  view, 
original  records  and  unique  material  is  of  the  highest  value. 
Such  treasures  become  more  and  more  rare  as  papers  are 
destroyed  by  the  accidents  of  time.  All  historical  societies 
should  preserve  religiously  material  of  this  kind. 

John  Ward  Dean  sends  us  the  important  contribution  to 
the  "Ancestry  of  Washington,"  by  Henry  F.  AV^aters. 

From  John  O.  Austin  we  have  his  "Ancestry  of  Thirty- 
three  Rhode  Islanders,  l)orn  in  the  Eighteenth  Century." 
Rhode  Island  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  fellow-mem- 
ber for  his  energetic  pursuit  of  its  genealogical  history. 
Those  who  have  groped  among  musty  and  imperfect  records, 
or  who  have  followed  slight  clues  into  remote  recesses  of  the 
past,  know  what  ]Mr.  Austin's  labors  have  been.  While 
this  pursuit  is  fascinating,  and  "increase  of  appetite  grows 
by  what  it  feeds  on,"  nevertheless  it  l)rings  toil  without 
stint  to  an  earnest  student. 

Turning  from  the  business  of  husbanding  material  and  of 
discussing  writings  in  the  old  school  of  history,  we  welcome 
an  important  work  in  the  new  school,  edited  and  partly 
written  by  one  of  our  own  members.  J.  Franklin  Jameson 
presents  "  Essays  in  the  Constitutional  History  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Formative   Period,  1775-1789,  ])y  Graduates 
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and  Former  ]Member.s  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University." 
This  volume  is  a  manifestation  of  work  going  on  among 
many  serious  students  of  American  history.  These  gentle- 
men havinsr  received  the  best  instruction,  and  having  trained 
themselves  in  the  best  methods,  are  laboring  for  the  same 
end  in  ditlercnt  districts  of  our  common  countr3\  In  a 
brief,  clear  and  woll-reasoned  preface,  the  editor  sets  forth 
the  purpose  of  the  Avriters.  We  cite  :  "  They  ^vish  to  call 
increased  attention  to  the  desirability  of  approaching  the 
constitutional  history  of  the  United  States  from  certain 
points  of  view  which  they  feel  to  have  been  unduly 
neglected  in  its  study.  In  the  lirst  place,  they  would  ])e 
glad  to  see  more  work  and  thought  devoted  to  the  study 
of  the  origins  of  American  institutions,  and  especially  of 
their  historical  origin  through  processes  of  continuous  de- 
veh)pment.  The  very  thought  that  modern  American  in- 
stitutions had  such  origins  at  all  is  unfamiliar  to  many 
educated  persons." 

Such  defined  purposes,  such  definite  knowledge  of  the 
true  historic  ))ent  of  the  American  Constitution,  naturally 
bring  our  editor  into  conflict  with  some  recent  noteworthy 
utterances.  The  friendly  appreciation  of  a  great  personal- 
ity, like  that  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  is  certainly  gratifying  to 
all  Americans.  English  Lil)erals  are  wont  to  magnify  the 
American  State  in  these  latter  years.  But  adequate  polit- 
ical and  constitutional  knowledge  of  a  foreign  country  can 
be  attained  even  by  men  of  powerful  genius  only  after  long 
and  thorough  study  of  the  institutions  of  that  country.  Mr. 
Gladstone's  ready  tiieory  of  the  origin  of  our  government 
partakes  of  inspiration.  It  lacks  the  deep  investigation 
and  wide  knowledge,  the  patient  discrimination  and  historic 
reasonableness  which  we  find  in  the  admirable  work  of  Mi-. 
Bryce. 

The  Society's  admiral)le  collection  of  almanacs  has  been 
well  reinforced.  All)eit  Hol))rook  furnishes  Rickerstatf's, 
Wheeler's,  Thomas'  and  others.     We  have   Phillips'  United 
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States  Diary  or  Almanac,  in  numbers,  completing  one  set. 
These  publications  are  curious  mirrors  of  a  time  when  all 
the  means  of  information  and  amusement  differed  entirely 
from  the  means  employed  in  our  day.  The  yellow  pages, 
the  quaint  types  and  symbols,  peer  at  us  with  a  strange 
look  as  we  turn  the  cruml)ling  leaves  —  a  most  odd  and 
unfamiliar  stare.  Hard  fjicts  or  semblances  of  facts,  crabbed 
arguments  and  crude  wisdom,  are  mingled  with  sentiment 
and  poetic  imagery  —  all  foreign  to  our  minds,  all  uncon- 
genial to  the  atmosphere  in  which  we  live.  The  verses  run 
parallel  to  weather  prophesies  and  maxims  for  good  farm- 
ing and  household  economy.  The  dangers  of  electricity,  so 
potent  now,  were  not  unknown  in  the  simpler  life  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Other  forces  equally  potent,  combined 
Avith  that  mysterious  agent  of  the  skies  ;  just  as  mysterious, 
sometimes  they  were  even  more  powerful  to  bewilder  and 
intoxicate  the  swains  and  maidens  of  those  simple  times. 
In  Phillips'  Almanac  for  July,  1798,  we  find 

"  Maids,  with  eacli  a  guardian  lover, 
While  the  vivid  light' ning  flies. 
Hastening  to  the  nearest  cover. 
Clasp  their  hands  before  their  eyes." 

Poke  bonnets  were  unbecomino;'  in  that  summer  of  1798, 
and  our  modern  hat  with  nineteen  inches  of  brim  was  not  in 
vogue.  Yet  maidens  with  guardian  lovers  in  close  attend- 
ance, and  measuring  their  dangerous  glances  through  taper 
fingers,  managed  to  endure  a  thunderstorm. 

The  Cabinet  has  been  enriched  by  various  gifts  : 

A  portrait  in  oil  of  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  from  his 
nieces,  Mrs.  Cameron  and  Miss  Bishop. 

A  painting,  entitled  "  The  Triumph  of  Liberty,"  probably 
executed  in  Fran«e  during  the  eighteenth  century,  from 
Mrs.  Henry  M.  Kimball. 

A  portrait  of  Gilbert  Stuart,  after  Neagle,  from  Charles 
Henry  Hart. 
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Engraved  portraits  of  members  of  the  Cincinnati  Society, 
from  Henry  T.  Drowne. 

Engravings  illustrating  the  Dorr  War  period,  from  George 
M.  Carpenter. 

A  collection  of  caricatures,  from  Charles  Aplin. 

In  photographs,  Louis  XVI.  and  Franklin,  from  William 
Jones  Hoppin,  and  a  photograph  of  the  scene  of  the  late 
fire  on  the  premises  of  the  Providence  Coal  Company. 

All  mementoes  of  our  early  manufactures  are  valuable 
and  interesting.  We  note  the  gift  of  Miss  Harriet  F. 
Nightingale,  a  specimen  of  gingham  colored  and  woven  at 
Georgiaville  during  the  War  of  1812. 

Durino-  the  comins:  vear  the  facilities  of  our  Cabinet  will 
l)e  much  enlarged  by  the  extension  now  building.  The 
Society  begs  to  call  the  attention  of  all  Khode  Islanders  to 
this  opportunity.  Portraits  of  those  associated  with  our 
history  may  well  find  a  permanent  home  on  the  walls  of  our 
rooms.  Public  men,  prominent  citizens,  all  those  identified 
in  any  Avay  with  the  grand  industrial  progress  of  this  ener- 
getic community  will  be  welcomed  and  preserved  by  this 
Society. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remark  that  no  committee  and 
no  report  can  portray  and  treat  justly  the  benefactions  of 
friends  and  donors.  Out  of  hundreds  of  gifts  received  in 
this  past  year  only  a  few  could  be  specified  and  mentioned. 
We  would  ask  for  donations  of  all  sorts,  from  everywhere. 
Many  books  and  papers,  apparently  of  little  worth,  take  on 
a  new  value  when  grouped  in  collections  of  this  kind.  The 
most  experienced  handler  of  books  hesitates  more  and  more 
in  destroying  the  least  pamphlet  or  broadside. 

However  much  we  may  wish  for  printed  matter,  we  yearn 
Avith  more  intense  desire  for  every  bit  of  manuscript,  every 
written  record  Avithin  the  bounds  of  our  State.  We  would 
become  the  scavengers  of  the  broken  years  which  have  fled. 
No  time-worn  document  can  r)e  worthless  or  trifling  in  our 
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eager  and  rapacious  search.  In  the  fuhiess  of  time  the  in- 
vestigator will  classify  the  apparent  rubbish  ;  the  student 
will  render  the  refractory  mass  into  coherent  fact  or  series 
of  facts  ;  the  muse  of  history  will  blend  all  in  her  glowing 
periods,  will  depict  all  in  the  white  light  of  truth. 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS, 
WILLIAM  B.  WEEDEN, 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD, 

Coimnittee. 


42  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The  Coniniittee  on  Publications  respectfully  report  that 
the  only  business  done  by  them  the  past  year  has  been  the 
issuing  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society.  It  had  been  hoped  that  the  Comer  Diary  could 
have  been  printed,  and  the  late  Dr.  Caldwell  made  ener- 
getic efforts  for  that  object ;  but  satisfactory  arrangements 
could  not  be  made  with  the  American  Bai)tist  Publication 
Society,  or  some  other  reason  prevented,  and  so  the  under- 
taking was  given  up.  During  the  past  year,  however,  a 
very  interesting  paper  by  Mr.  James  Phinney  Baxter,  read 
before  the  Society  in  March,  1888,  has  been  printed  at  pri- 
vate expense,  and  received  the  imjjn'matur  of  the  Society. 
It  is  well  worth  a  place  among  the  other  monographs,  as 
the  subject,  "Early  Voyages  to  America,"  is  one  which  has 
demanded  and  received  much  attention  of  late  years. 

For  the  Committee, 

E.  BENJ.  ANDREWS,  Chairmmi. 
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Report  of  Procurator  for  Newport. 


Neavport,  R.  I.,  Jan.  1,  1890. 

To    the    Prvsldent    and    Directors    of   the    Rhode    Island    Historical 
Society  : 

Your  Procurator,  resident  in  Newport,  begs  leave  to  re- 
port that  during  the  past  year  the  eflbrts  to  promote  the 
growth  and  usefuhiess  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society 
have  not  been  remitted.  In  addition  to  the  regular  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  there  have  been  special  meetings,  at 
intervals,  to  listen  to  addresses  from  members  and  others 
on  historical  subjects  ;  and  the  number  of  visitors  to  the 
rooms  of  the  Society,  which  are  kept  open  a  portion  of  each 
day,  is  steadily  increasing. 

In  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Francis  Brinley,  President  of 
the  Society,  the  Society  has  lost  a  warm  friend  and  a  wise 
counsellor  —  one  who  Avas  alive  to  Avhatever  was  calculated  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  the  home 
of  his  adoption.  He  was  learned  in  historical  matters,  and 
at  meetings  of  the  Society  he  presided  with  a  dignity  and 
ease  that  won  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  him. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Brinley,  Henry  E.  Turner,  M.  D., 
who  has  been  identified  with  the  Society  from  its  organiza- 
tion, and  whose  genealogical  researches  in  this  part  of  the 
State  cannot  be  too  highly  prized,  was  elected  President. 
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An  jirrangement  has  been  made  between  the  Newport 
Historical  Society  and  the  Natural  History  Society  that 
will  secure  for  the  latter  body  a  place  for  its  increasing  col- 
lections, and  a  room  in  which  to  hold  its  meetings.  To  this 
end,  an  extension  of  the  building  owned  by  the  Historical 
Society  is  now  being  built  at  the  cost  of  the  Natural  His- 
tory Society.  The  two  Societies  will  now  hold  their  meet- 
ings under  one  roof;  and  while  they  will  each  have  their 
own  quarters,  the  two  halls  may  be  opened  together  on 
special  occasions. 

GEORGE  C.  MASON, 

Procurator  for  Nev;port. 
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REPORT   OF   THE    SPECIAL   COMMITTEE 

ON    THE 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  CABINET. 


To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  secure  an  enlargement  of 
the  Society's  Cabinet,  respectfully  report  that,  acting  under 
instructions  given  by  resolution  of  the  Society  at  its  meet- 
ing of  June  5,  1889,  to  proceed  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
amount  of  money  could  be  procured,  to  put  under  contract 
such  addition  to  the  Cabinet  as  was  outlined  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  at  the  quarterly  meeting  in  April,  1889, 
there  was  some  delay  in  obtaining  the  necessary  amount, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  first  of  August  that  the  Committee 
was  prepared  to  make  a  contract. 

On  the  2d  of  August  a  contract  was  made  with  Jeremiah 
W.  Dornsife  for  the  cellar,  walls,  floors  and  roof  of  the 
l)uilding,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  specifications 
herewith  presented,  for  the  sum  of  $14,000. 

It  was  expected  that  the  walls  and  the  roof  of  the  build- 
ing could  be  completed  by  the  first  of  November  ;  but  there 
was  much  unavoidable  delay,  mostly  in  consequence  of  fre- 
quent rains. 

The  roof-boarding  is  noAv  done  and  ready  to  receive  the 
tin  covering.  The  roof  and  cornice  being  completed,  there 
will  be  but  little  more  for  the  contractor  to  do  until  spring, 
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when  the  phistering  will  be  done,  inside  and  out,  and  the 
openings  made  connecting  the  old  with  the  new  building. 

It  is  not  expected  that  INIr.  Dornsife's  contract  will  be 
completed  until  the  first  of  August  next.  That  is  the  time 
limited  in  the  contract.  The  remaining  Avork  of  finishing 
the  interior  of  the  !)uilding  as  outlined  in  the  specifications, 
subject  to  such  modifications  as  may  be  made,  will  be  done 
under  a  new  contract  hereafter  to  ])e  made. 

The  contract  with  Mr.  Dornsife  will  exhaust  all  the  funds 
of  the  Society  that  can  be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  new 
subscriptions  oi"  contributions  will  l)e  necessary  before  any- 
thing further  can  be  done. 

It  is  not  easy  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the  amount  of 
money  necessary  to  complete  the  work ;  but  from  the  best 
judgment  the  Committee  can  exercise,  it  is  believed  that 
the  sum  of  $6,000  will  be  required,  provided  all  the  rooms 
in  the  building  are  completed  in  accordance  with  the  plan, 
a  course  which  the  Committee  thinks  very  desirable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTHWICK,  Chairman. 
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Bichmond  P.    Everett,    Treasurer,   in  account    with    the    Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 


1889. 
Jan.    8. 

1890. 
Jan.  14. 


1890. 
Jan.  14. 


Db. 


To  cash  on  hand, 


Taxes  from  204  members, 

Taxes  from  8  members  overdue, 

Admission  of  20  members, 

Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings 

Pamplilets  and  Proceedings  sold. 


Cli. 


Fuel,  gas,  and  assistant,  .... 

Postages,  meetings,  and  express, 

J.  A.  &  R.  A.  Reid,  for  publishing  Proceedings  for 

1888-89 

Ijibrary  Committee,        ..... 
Franklin  Mutual  Insurance  Co.,  for  insurance  on 

building  for  five  years,  expires  May  1,  1896, 
Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
Cash  on  hand,       ...... 

There  is  deposited  in  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
Trust  Company,        ..... 


$20  70 


G12  00 

24  00 

100  00 

44  04 

11  00 

*S11  74 


$277  21 

205  40 

101  60 

112  47 

37  50 

63  02 

14  42 

$811  74 


14  42 


RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 


Providence,  Jan.  14,  1890. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

Audit  Committee, 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Richmond   P.   Everett,    Treasurer,    in  account   with    the    Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 


Dr. 
1889. 
Jan.    8.     To  cash  on  hand,  .... 

July    1.     Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings 
for  January  and  July,  188!), 
1.5.     Interest  from  Mechanics'  Savings  Bank, 
Oct.     1.     Charles  Fletcher,  for  membership. 


Cr. 


1889. 


Sept.  30.     Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 
for  January  and  July,  1889, 
1890. 
Jan.    14.     To  cash  on  hand,  ..... 


$1,427  99 

44  04 
15  77 
.50  00 

$1,537  80 


!?44  04 
1,493  76 


$1,537  SO 
There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institution  for 

Savings.  ......       1,090  90 

Also  in  the  Mechanics'  Savings  Bank,  .  .  402  86 


$1,493  76 


RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 


Providence,  Jan.  14,  1890. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lkavis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 
Henry  T.  Beckavith, 

Audit  Committee. 
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Publication  Fund. 


Blchmond  P.   Everett,    Treasurer,   In  account    vjlth   the    Bhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

1889. 

Jan.     8.     To  cash  on  hand,  .....        $231  35 

June  17.     Bequest  of  William  Gammell,  .  .  .       1,000  00 

July  29.  Eeceived  from  members  for  publisliing 
Hon.  James  Phinney  Baxter's  paper, 
read  before  the  Society  March  6, 1SS8: 

Henry  J.  Steere, 

Charles  W.  Parsons, 

William  Gammell,  Jr. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

Royal  C.  Taft,     . 

Stephen  H.  Arnold, 

William  D.  Ely, 

William  B.  Weeden, 

29.     Bequest  of  Ira  B.  Peck, 
Nov.  11.     Interest  from  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Company, 

$2,297  20 
Cr. 

1889. 

Nov.  10.     J.  W.  D.  Hall,  Secretary  of  the  Old  Colony  Histori- 
cal Society,  for  publishing  the  James  Phinney 

Baxter's  paper,         .....  $46  00 

1890. 
Jan.  14.     Cash  on  hand,      .....;       2,2.51  20 


$10  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

.5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

40  00 
1,000  00 

jmpany. 

19  85 

$2,297  20 


There  is  deposited  in  the  Rhode  Island   Hospital 

Trust  Company,        .....       2,251  20 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  Jan.  14,  1890. 
We  liave  examined  the  above  account,  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edavin  Barrows, 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

Audit  Committee. 
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Building  Fund. 


Iiichwo)i'l   p.    Ercrotf,    Treasurer,    in   account    loith    the    Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 


1889. 

Jan.      8, 

March  1, 

25 

29 

April    0 

<) 

Julv 


AuiT. 


11. 

31. 

1. 

22. 

Nov.  20. 

1890. 
Jan.     4. 
4. 


1889. 

Sept.   2. 

2. 

Oct.    12. 

23. 

Nov.  14. 

27. 

Dec.  18. 

1890. 
Jan.     3. 


14. 


Dn. 


To  cash  on  hand, 
Charles  W.  Parsons, 
Alex.  Duncan, 
William  Ganunell, 
Thomas  P.  I.  Cioddard, 
William  Croddard, 
Henry  T.  Beckwitli, 
Henry  J.  Steere, 
Elizabeth  A.  Shepherd, 
Rowland  Hazard, 
John  Nicholas  Brown, 


Koyal  V.  Taft, 

Intei'est  from  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Company, 


Ck. 


W.  H.  C.  Temple, 

Ijcwis  O'Brien,     ...... 

J.  W.  Dornsife,  contractor,  tirst  payment,     . 

P.  O'Connor,  plumbing,  .... 

J.  W.  Dornsife,  contractor,  second  payment, 
J.  W.  Dornsife,  contractor,  third  payment,  . 
J.  W.  Dornsife,  contractor,  on  account  of   fourth 
payment,        ...... 

J.  W.  Dornsife,  contractor,  balance  of  fourth  i)ay- 
ment,  ...... 

Cash  on  hand,      ...... 


$2,000  00 

500  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

l.OCO  00 

1,0W  00 

500  00 

3,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  (K) 

1,000  00 

500  00 

217  41 

$14,217  41 

$11  00 

1  44 

3,000  00 

43  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,400  00 


l,fiOO  00 
G,1(U  •)7 


$14,217  41 
There  is  deposited  in  the   Rhode  Island  Hosjutal 

Trust  Company,       .  .  .  .  .       6,161  97 

RICHMOND  P.  P:VERETT, 

Treasurer. 
PuoviDKNCE,  Jan.  14,  1890. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

Audit  Committee. 


Historical  Sketch  of  the  Society, 

WITH    A 

Chronological   List  of  Lectures  and  Papers, 
Read  at  Stated  Meetings  from  1835  to  1889,  Inclusive. 

(PliKl'AHEl)   KV  THE  SECRKT  \i;V.) 


The  origin  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  its  formation,  and  the  aims  of  its 
founders,  all  well  understood  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  were 
thrown  into  comparative  obscurity  by  the  pressing  events 
of  our  Civil  War.  To  brino;  these  matters  aijain  to  view, 
and  thus  promote  a  better  understanding  of  the  success  of 
the  Society,  and  also  of  the  duties  devolving  on  its  mem- 
bers and  citizens  of  the  fetate,  is  the  ol))ect  of  this  paper. 

The  Society  owes  its  origin  to  a  spirit  of  inquiry  and  re- 
search manifested  long  before  steps  were  taken  for  its 
formation.  The  need  of  such  an  institution  was  felt  and 
the  wa}'  was  prepared  for  it  by  men  who  early  entered  the 
historic  field  and  labored  without  the  advantages  of  Jisso- 
ciate  action. 

The  founders  of  the  State  and  the  men  of  their  day  were 
followed  in  due  time  by  men  who  appreciated  their  work 
and  strove  to  perpetuate  their  memory  by  making  a  record  of 
what  they  did.  Of  the  latter  class,  were  notably  the  Rev. 
John  Callender,  Governor  Stephen  Hopkins,  Friend  Moses 
Brown,    Senator    Theodore    Foster    and    their    compeers. 
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They  led  the  way  to  a  connected  and  truthful  history  of  the 
State,  and  their  service.'?  are  appreciated  by  their  successors 
in  this  line  of  labor. 

The  Society's  records  and  public  journals  show  that  there 
was,  in  1822,  a  newly-awakened  interest  in  historical  pur- 
suits, and  that  there  Avas  then  earnest  inquiry  after  authentic 
documents  belonging  to  various  periods  of  these  Planta- 
tions. A  Kevolutionary  soldier,  who  became  the  second 
president  of  this  Society,  is  reported  to  have  spoken  as 
follows  : 

"  From  the  settlement  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  more  than  a  hundred  and  eighty  years 
ago,  valuable  historic  material  has  been  wasting  away  year 
l)y  3^ear  Avithout  any  concerted  effort  being  put  forth  to  save 
it  and  use  it  in  the  interest  of  veritable  history." 

It  was  stated  that  through  ignorance  or  other  causes 
some  valuable  historical  records  had  l)een  converted  into 
pulp  for  paper,  some  had  been  used  for  kindling  tires,  and 
some  had  been  accidentally  burned ;  and  the  hope  was  ex- 
pressed that  the  Society  might  prevent  similar  losses  in 
time  to  come,  and  secure  for  historical  purposes  the  valua- 
ble tamily,  town  and  State  records  then  in  existence.* 


Note.* — It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  hope  tlius  expressed  has  not  been  realized. 
3Iany  losses  have  occurred  since  that  time.  Some  valuable  documents  have  been  de- 
!<troyed  because  they  were  kept  in  unsafe  places ;  some  because  their  historic  value  was  not 
understood  by  those  who  owned  them  or  liad  them  in  charfi;e,  and  some  for  other  reasons 
that  need  not  be  stated.  It  is  proved  tliat  stores,  shoi)s,  dwelling-houses,  and  even  some 
buildings  called  town-houses  or  town  halls,  are  not  tire-proof.  The  following  losses,  of 
which  the  secretary  of  this  Society  has  authentic  information,  are  a  few  of  the  many 
that  Imve  occurred : 

The  town  records  of  North  Kingstown  were  injured  and  narrowly  escaped  complete 
destruction  from  an  acciilental  fire,  December  10,  isro.  Tlie  numerous  manuscripts  of 
L'nitetl  States  Senator  Elisha  Alathewson,  including  autograph  letters  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son and  other  historic  men  who  lived  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  and  in  the 
early  part  of  this,— these,  with  Mr.  >Iathewson's  library  and  portraits  of  himself  and 
wife  (partially  promised  lor  tlie  archives  of  this  .Society)  were  all  destroyed  February  ti, 
1^70,  together  with  the  house  in  which  they  were  kept  in  the  town  of  Scituate.  The 
many  exceedingly  valuable  records  of  the  proprietoi's  of  the  Providence  Plantations,  kept 
in  a  wooden  chest  in  a  paper  and  twine  warehouse,  were  all  reduced  to  ashes  in  the 
Aldrich  House  fire  that  occurred  February  15,  18!S8.  A  large  collection  of  manuscripts 
left  by  the  late  Deputy  Governor  and  Chief  Justice  Daniel  Owen,  who  presided  over  the 
convention   that  adopted    the    National   Constitution    in    1790,    were    kept    in    Judge 
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After  delibenition,  u  meeting  was  called  and  held  at  No. 
3,  South  Main  Street,  Providence,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1822,  the  time  l)eing  noted  as  the  anniversary  of  the  skir- 
mishes at  Lexington  and  Concord.  Jeremiah  Lippitt  was 
elected  chairman  and  William  R.  Staples  secretary  of  that 
meeting,  and  measures  were  then  and  there  adopted 
for  the  formation  of  this  Society  and  for  its  incorporation 
by  the  General  Assembly.  On  the  29th  of  the  following 
June  a  meeting  of  the  corporators*  of  the  Society  was  held 
at  the  old  Manufacturers'  Hotel  (kept  then  by  John  Wilde, 
at  No.  65  North  Main  street,  opposite  the  First  Baptist 
Church).     The  charter  introduced  into  the  General  Assem- 


Oweii's  family  mansion  in  Glocester  till  about  a  tliird  of  a  century  ago,  when  one  of  his 
grandsons  submitted  them  to  the  flames,  assigning  as  a  reason  for  this  act  that  they 
never  had  been  wanted  and  probably  never  would  be.  Another  considerable  collection 
of  manuscripts,  left  by  Col.  John  Singer  Dexter,  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Continental 
army,— manuscripts,  some  of  which  were  personal  sketches,  entitled  "  Memoranda  Con- 
cerning the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,"  of  which  Colonel  Dexter  was  successively  treas- 
urer, secretary,  vice-president  and  president,— were  burned  by  a^descendant  of  Colonel 
Dexter  to  get  them  out  of  the  way  Still  another  lot  of  manuscript,  left  by  Captain 
Daniel  Singer  Dexter,  who,  on  account  of  his  remarkable  skill  as  a  penman  served  as 
clerk  or  secretary  for  many  organizations  during  and  subsequent  to  the  Revolution,  were 
burned  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  by  a  descendant  of  his  to  get  possession  of  a  trunk 
in  which  they  were  kept. 

But  though  tire  has  made  sad  havoc  of  historical  documents,  paper-makers  are  of  late 
reputed  to  be  more  efficient  agents  of  mischief.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  the 
registers  of  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  some  of  them  dating  back  to  1S40  and 
containing  records  that  would  have  promptly  settled  more  than  one  legal  controversy, 
were  all  delivered  over  to  the  paper-makers,  and  thus  used  up.  Among  the  tons  of 
materials  annually  sent  off  from  dwelling-houses  to  pass  through  junk  shops  on  their 
way  to  paper  mills,  are  usually  some  books,  pamphlets  or  manuscripts  which,  if  saved, 
would  greatly  enrich  the  library  of  this  Society  :  and  to  this  end  an  appeal  is  here  made 
to  the  public,  in  the  hope  of  having  valuable  material  rescued  from  destruction  and  the 
interests  ot  history  thereby  promoted. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  principle  that  historical  records  should  not  only  be  preserved,  but 
be  put  in  such  order  that  they  can  be  readily  consulted,  we  give,  in  illustration  of  this 
principle,  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  lately  written  by  a  gentleman  who  is  deeply 
interested  in  this  his  ancestral  Stale :  "  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  should  not  only 
guard  against  the  destruction  of  their  early  town  records,  but  should  have  such  classi- 
lied  and  indexed  copies  of  them  made  as  will  render  their  lessons  available  to  all  who 
wish  to  be  instructed  thereby." 

*  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  twelve  corporators  :  Jeremiah  Lippitt,  William 
Aplin,  Charles  Norris  Tebbitts,  Walter  R.  Danforth,  William  R.  Staples,  Richard  W. 
Greene,  John  Brown  Francis,  William  G.  Goddard,  Charles  F.  Tillinghast,  Richard  J. 
Arnold,  Charles  Jackson,  William  E.  Richmond. 
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h]y  at  its  May  session  and  passed  in  June  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  measures  were  taken  to  secure  a  constitution 
oml)odying  suitable  by-laws  and  rules  of  action.  It  was 
voted  at  this  meeting  that  the  annual  election  of  officers 
should  take  place  on  the  anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the 
charter  of  1GG3,  viz.,  July  19,  corresponding  to  July  8, 
old  style.  Accordingly,  on  that  historic  day,  in  the  hotel 
before  named,  the  lirst  annua!  officers  were  elected,  the 
venerable  Moses  Brown  serving  as  chairman  and  William 
R.  Staples  as  secretary,  and  for  twenty-six  years  the  anni- 
versaries of  the  charter  of  1 663  and  of  the  establishment 
of  this  Society  were  observed  together.  The  names  of  the 
distinguished  members  enrolled  and  officers  elected  from 
that  time  down  to  January,  1888,  may  be  found  in  the 
"Proceedings  of  the  Society,  1887-88." 

Thus  organized,  the  Society  promptly  issued  a  circular, 
informing  the  people  of  the  State  of  the  objects  it  had  in 
view,  and  inviting  them  to  co-operate  in  collecting  and  turn- 
ing to  account  such  manuscripts,  printed  works  and  other 
material  as  might  serve  to  illustrate  State,  family  and  local 
history.  One  of  the  earliest  responses  to  this  appeal  was 
an  autobiographical  sketch  from  Col.  Christopher  Lippitt, 
of  Revolutionary  memory,  and  this  was  followed  by  con- 
tributions from  Moses  Brown,  Theodore  Foster,  Henry 
Bull,  John  Brown  Francis,  William  Giles  Goddard,  William 
Aplin,  Zachariah  Allen,  and  other  like-minded  citizens, 
who,  with  their  successors  down  to  the  present  time,  merit 
the  honor  of  having  their  gifts  kept  in  a  safe,  commodious 
and  attractive  building. 

The  records  show  that  the  Society  was  early  nursed  and 
encouraged  by  the  State,  receiving  from  it  $500  when  that 
sum  was  more  to  it  than  $5,000  would  be  to-day.  From 
1822  to  1834  the  Society  was  the  guest  of  the  State,  hold- 
ing its  meetings,  with  the  manifest  approbation,  if  not  by 
invitation,  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  Senate  chamber, 
and  keeping  its  collections  on  one  side  of  that  room  in  cases 
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furnished  gratuitously  by  the  Providence  Library  Comjniny. 
In  the  course  of  twelve  years  the  Society  outgrew  its  quar- 
ters in  the  Senate  chamber,  and  was  cramped  for  the  lack 
of  room  ibr  its  collections.  When  this  fact  became  known 
to  Messrs.  Brown  &  Ives  they  otlered  the  free  use  of  what 
is  termed  in  the  records  "a  spacious  room  (their  present 
counting  room)  in  their  brick  block  on  South  Main  street." 
The  Society  gratefully  accepted  the  offer.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  Mr.  Cyrus  Butler  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  Society  as  a  conservator  of  the  material  interests 
of  the  community,  and  offered  it  still  ampler  accommoda- 
tion in  the  upper  story  of  the  Arcade,  which  offer  it  grate- 
fully accepted,  and  held  its  meetings  and  kept  its  collections 
in  room  53  of  that  building  for  the  next  eight  years,  when 
it  removed  (in  1844)  to  its  present  Cabinet;  and  now,  after 
having  occupied  this  building  forty-live  years,  it  iinds  itself 
more  cramped  for  room  than  ever  before.  With  its  re- 
newed life  and  the  general  interest  awakened  in  historical 
pursuits,  it  now  painfully  realizes  its  need  of  means  to 
carry  forward  the  work  for  Avhich  it  was  organized.  In 
Newport  the  Society  was  for  a  long  time  generously  cared 
for  by  the  Redwood  Library  Company. 

During  the  tirst  twenty-seven  years  of  its  existence  the 
business  of  the  Society  was  mainly  transacted  through  the 
agency  of  a  l)oard  of  trustees  and  of  its  committees.  Its 
early  records  contain  long  and  elal)orate  reports  and  letters, 
furnishing  ample  evidence  of  interest  and  diligence  in  col- 
lecting material  for  local  history  and  in  preparing  for  the 
publication  of  the  first  volumes  of  its  "  Collections  "  ;  but 
they  fiiil  to  show  that  any  lectures  or  papers  (other  than 
reports  or  letters)  were  given  or  read  before  the  Society 
during  a  period  of  thirteen  years.  The  first  record  on  this 
subject  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Hon.  William  Hunter,  of 
Newport,  Avould  address  the  Society  at  the  State  House  on 
the  30th  of  October,  1828,  and  a  subsequent  record  shows 
that  on  Mr.  Hunter's  failing  to  appear   at  the    appointed 
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time,  the  members  consoled  themselves  therefor  by  a  fes- 
tive and  social  entertainment.  In  1834  an  earnest  but  un- 
successful eftbrt  was  made  to  have  lectures  that  would 
awaken  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  and  enrich  its 
treasury. 

In  1835-36,  however,  twelve  lectures  were  given  in 
Franklin  Hall,  the  efficient  President  of  the  Society,  John 
Rowland,  presiding  on  each  occasion  and  reading  the  first 
paper.  Many  of  the  tickets  to  these  lectures  are  still  pre- 
served, having  upon  them  the  printed  name  of  T.  H.  '\Ve))b, 
secretary,  and  the  clear  autograph  of  T.  "W.  Dorr,  treas- 
urer. 

In  the  winter  of  1836-37,  a  second  course  of  lectures,  ten 
in  numl)er,  was  given,  President  Rowland  reading  the  first 
paper,  and  introducing  the  lecturers  at  the  subsequent  meet- 
ings. 

In  December,  1837,  through  the  influence  of  the  Society, 
but  without  its  agency,  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Upham,  then  pastor 
of  the  church  in  Salem,  from  which  Roger  Williams  was 
driven  into  exile,  gave  in  Franklin  Hall  a  course  of  three 
lectures,  entitled  "The  Life,  Adventures  and  Character  of 
Roger  Williams." 

Attention  is  here  called  to  the  appended  chronological 
list  of  lectures  and  papers  read  before  the  Society  from 
1835  to  1889,  inclusive.  In  making  up  the  first  part  of  this 
list  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the 
newspapers  of  the  day,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that,  owing 
to  omissions  in  the  earl}^  records,  some  papers  are  omitted 
that  )»elong  on  the  list. 

Long  as  the  list  is,  it  Avould  be  much  longer  but  for  the 
adoption  of  a  rule  excluding  letters,  reports,  the  annual 
addi-esses  of  the  presidents  of  the  Society,  and  many  other 
papers  which  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  history 
of  the  institution.  Thus,  though  the  Canonicus  Memorial 
in  the  North  Burial  Ground  was  erected  and  dedicated 
under  the  auspices  of  the   Society  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
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ber,  1883,  the  valuable  papers  that  were  read  on  that  occa- 
sion are  not  included  in  the  list  for  the  reason  that  they 
were  not  read  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Society.  In  like 
manner  many  other  pa})ers  that  are  referred  to  in  the 
records,  but  were  not  formally  read,  are  omitted:  notably,, 
a  paper  from  Gen.  Guy  M.  Fessenden,  of  Warren,  in  1846, 
on  "How  Roger  Williams  Came  from  Salem  to  Providence,"" 
a  paper  still  })reserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Society ;  one 
from  Judge  Alfred  Bos  worth,  Avhich  was  promised  to  be 
read  in  January,  1858,  on  "The  xVnnexation,  or  Re-annex- 
ation, of  the  Eastern  Towns  of  the  State";  and  also  sev- 
eral lectures  by  Walter  R.  Danforth,  Albert  G.  Greene  and 
William  H.  Helme,  in  Pioneer  Hall,  South  Main  street,  on 
the  antiquities  of  Providence  and  explanatory  of  the  build- 
ings and  places  noted  on  the  drop-scene  of  the  old  Provi- 
dence Theatre,  exhibited  in  that  hall  in  connection  with 
numerous  historic  paintings,  manuscripts,  relics  and  memo- 
rials of  various  kinds,  during  a  period  of  seven  successive 
weeks,  beginning  on  the  7th  of  September,  1859.  The 
oration  pronounced  on  the  site  of  the  Battle  of  Rhode 
Island  by  the  President  of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  Samuel 
G.  Arnold,  August  28,  1878,  is  not  mentioned,  because, 
though  the  celebration  was  inaugurated  by  the  Society,  the 
direction  of  it  was  given  up  to  the  Veteran  Corps  Association 
of  the  Providence  Light  Infantry.  It  is  proper  to  slate 
that  in  our  account  of  various  anniversary  and  commemora- 
tive occasions  we  have  noted  on  the  list  onlv  the  leadino- 
papers  read. 

To  render  the  list  more  useful  as  an  index  to  sources  of 
information  some  abbreviated  references  and  explanations 
are  introduced  : 

Thus,  the  letter  P.,  following  the  title  or  sul)ject,  indicates 

that  the  paper  is  printed  in  book  or  pamplilet  form  ;   Proc, 

that  it  is  printed  in  the  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Society  ;  CoU. , 

in  the   "Collections";    Jour.,  in  the   Providence  Journal  j 

5 
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3IS.,  tlmt  :i  inanuscript  copy  is  in  the  archives  of  the  So- 
ciety ;  and  other  corresponding  abbreviated  terms  are  used. 

Information  is  desired  in  regard  to  a  good  number  of  the 
many  papers  that  are  on  the  list,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Society.  Some  of  these  are  the  result  of  much  research  and 
investigation.  Copies  are  solicited,  particularly  of  those 
that  were  read  at  an  early  period,  and  relate  to  our  local 
history. 

The  hope  is  entertained  that  this  list  may  lead  to  the  pro- 
duction not  merely  of  a  list  of  the  l)ooks,  reports  and  cir- 
culars the  Society  has  issued  or  been  instrumental  in 
brin"-in<''  out,  l)ut  of  a  i)rinted  cataloaue  of  the  librarv, 
with  its  varied  historic  and  artistic  treasures,  consisting  of 
colonial.  State  and  town  documents,  family  keepsakes  and 
memorials  of  the  foiuider  and  tirst  settlers  of  the  State, 
the  }>romoters  of  its  industries,  and  the  benefactors  of  its 
})eopIe. 

A  c;ital()gue,  however,  cannot  be  made  till  the  new  build- 
ing is  comi)leted  and  shelves,  cases  and  walls  are  provided 
where  the  books,  pamphlets,  paintings  and  material,  of 
whatever  nature,  can  be  placed  and  securely  kept.  Such  a 
catalogue,  with  suitable  building  accommodations,  can  hardly 
fail  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  library  and  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  furnish  evidence  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Society,  as  indicated  in  the  following  clause  of  its  charter, 
has  been  borne  in  mind:  "Created  a  ])ody  corporate  and 
politic  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  preserving  what- 
ever relates  to  the  topography,  antiquities  and  the  national, 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  State." 

The  histor\'  of  the  State  and  of  its  institutions  and  dis- 
tinguished men  thus  becomes  the  distinctive  object  of  the 
Society,  as  j)roclaimed  by  its  founders  and  set  forth  in  its 
charter.  The  State,  thiough  its  General  Assembly,  early 
manifested  a  high  appreciation  of  the  Society.  It  made  it 
the  custodian  of  important  documents  of  various  kinds,  and 
established  a  semi-official  relation  that  has  1)een  maintained 
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to  the  present  time.  The  Society  has  thus  come,  by  com- 
bined action  and  efibrt,  to  occupy  a  position  of  peculiar 
interest,  responsibility  and  usefulness.  It  has  acquired  in 
the  course  of  three-score  and  eight  years  many  rare  vol- 
umes, manuscripts  and  various  historic  treasures,  which  the 
State,  with  all  its  material  wealth,  can  ill  afford  to  lose  or 
disregard.  The  Society  has  in  its  Cabinet  the  means  of 
determining  many  titles  to  real  estate  and  of  settling,  with- 
out litigation,  many  vexatious  local  controversies,  and  many 
questions  of  interest  to  the  different  towns.  By  keeping  in 
view  ancient  land-marks  and  beacons,  while  new  ones  are 
being  made,  it  affords  a  means  of  safety  and  protection  in 
the  guidance  of  the  Ship  of  State.  The  Society  is  doing 
for  the  cause  of  sound  learning  and  popular  intelligence  a 
kind  of  service  which  our  schools  and  libraries,  public  and 
private,  however  good,  cannot  render  —  a  kind  of  service 
to  secure  which  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union  make 
large  annual  appropriations.* 


*The  following  letter  sliows  what  tlie  State  of  Wisconsin  is  doing,  and  other  state- 
ments of  this  kind  might  readily  be  adduced  : 

Rooms  of 
State  Histokicai.  Sociki'v  of  Wisconsin, 

Madison. 
Rkuben  G.  Thwaites, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

2-26,  1890. 
Mr.  Amos  Perry  : 

Dear  Siu,— I  have  your  note  of  the  24th.    This  Society's  flnaucial  resources  are  : 
General  Fund. 
Annual  appropriation  from  State,  .  .  .  •  .  $5,000  00 

From  this,  we  pay  our  cataloguer  $750,  purchase  books,  pay  freight  bills 
and  miscellaneous  expenses. 

Binding  Fund. 

Raised  by  gifts,  membership  dues  and  sale  of  duplicates. 

Cash  on  hand  (Dec.  31,  1880.)  and  out  on  loan,    ....  $19,983  08 

In  addition  to  this  we  have  bequests,   real  estate  and  notes   (gifts  from 

members)  not  yet  available,  enough  to  make  the  fund  stand,  .  $23,133  OS 

Antiquarian  Fund. 
Raised  in  similar  manner  to  Binding  Fund. 
Cash  on  hand  and  on  loan,        ......  $903  08 

Notes  not  yet  available,  .  .  .  .  ,  .  40  00 

$943  08 
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For  :il)out  tifteon  years  the  Society  has  been  the  custo- 
dian of  all  the  bouiul  volumes  of  newspapers  l)elonging  to 
the  State,  and  for  a  much  longer  period  of  various  other 
documents  ;  and  it  has  extended  to  every  ciiizen  of  the 
State  the  same  right  to  examine  and  read  these  works  as  is 
enjoyed  by  its  own  members.  Its  Cabinet  is  the  resort  for 
genealogical  and  historical  puri)oses  of  persons  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  State  and  from  different  States  of  the  Union, 
including  among  the  number  many  descendants  of  Rhode 
Island,  seeking  here  information  in  regard  to  their  ances- 
tors. The  Secretary  of  the  Society  is,  from  the  force  of 
circumstances,  the  medium  of  a  considerable  correspondence 
in  regard  to  Rhode  Island  historical  topics  —  a  correspond- 
ence which  would  otherwise  devolve  on  the  Secretary  of 
State  or  not  take  place.  For  these  and  all  its  varied  ser- 
vices, promotive  of  the  moral  and  material  interests  of  the 
State,  the  Society  has  annually  received  for. about  ten  years 
five  hundred  dollars. 

The  Society  is  bound  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  its  char- 
ter, as  well  as  by  its  relations  to  the  State,  to  procure  and 
preserve  historic  material,  and  to  stimulate  and  encourage 
historical  inquiries  and  investigations,  with  the  view  of  secur- 
ing the  best  possible  history  of  the  State.  But  it  had  bet- 
ter be  understood  that  though  the  Society  is  a  responsible 
agent,  as  stated  alcove,  it  cannot  eflSciently   carry  forward 


Our  binding  fund  is  steadily  growing,  tliougli  we  spend  $850  yearly  out  of  its  income. 
One-half  of  our  membership  dues  and  sale  of  duplicates  goes  to  this  fund  and  half  to  the 
Antiquarian. 

In  addition  to  the  General  Fund  the  State  gives  us,  by  standing  appropriation,  the 
salaries  of  the  Secretary,  Chief  Librarian  and  First  Assistant  Librarian.  We  are  also 
given  quarters  in  the  State  House,  light,  fuel,  janitors,  repairs,  postage,  stationery  and 
all  necessary  printing— are,  in  fact,  treated  as  one  of  the  departments  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment, except  the  Society,  a  non-partisan  body,  controls  its  affairs.  The  Society  is 
by  law  the  trustee  of  the  Slate,  and  amenable  to  the  Legislature.  Its  library  is  partially 
the  historical  and  miscellaneous  portion  of  the  State  Library.  The  State  Library,  so 
called,  is  in  the  same  building,  but  has  only  law  books,  and  is  managed  by  the  Supreme 

Court. 

V«ry  truly  yours, 

Kkuben  G.  Thwaites. 

r.  S.— I  suppose  that  we  cost  the  State  in  the  neighborhood  of  $12,000  or  $14,000  per 
year. 
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its  nppropiiute  work  unless  it  have,  in  addition  to  its 
present  resources,  either  a  larger  annual  appropriation  from 
the  State,  or  the  income  of  a  large  pul)lication  and  working 
fund,  together  with  the  cordial  co-operation  and  support  of 
intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizens.  To  bring  out  such 
accurate,  scholarly  and  well-illustrated  historical  work  as 
will  reflect  credit  on  the  State  and  promote  the  intelligence 
and  well-being  of  its  people  is  an  enterprise  which,  if  under- 
stood, can  hardly  fail  to  i)e  approved  and  sustained. 

As  the  publications  of  the  Society  give  some  idea  of  work 
that  has  been  done,  and  of  the  sphere  of  influence  that  has 
been  occupied,  they  are  described  under  the  following- 
headings  ; 

^-1.  —  CoUecfions.     B.  —  Proceed  hif/s.      C.  —  M  iscellaneous 

Papevi^. 

A. — The  Collections  of  the  Society  comprise  seven  octavo 
volumes,  whose  respective  subjects  or  titles,  authors  and 
years  of  publication  are  as  follows:  Vol.  I. — A  Key  into 
the  Language  of  America,  l)y  Koger  AVilliams  ;  re})rinted 
in  1827  from  a  manuscript  procured  by  Zachariah  Allen 
from  the  Bodleian  Library  in  Oxford,  Eng.,  which  manu- 
script was  carefully  compared  with  the  printed  copy  of  the 
same  work  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society.  The  original  was  printed  in  London  in  1643.* 
Vol.  II. — Simplicity's  Defence  against  Seven-Headed  Pol- 
icy. By  Samuel  Gorton.  Edited  by  Wm.  K.  Staples. 
1835.  Vol.  III. — The  Early  History  of  Narragansett.  By 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jr.  1835.  Vol.  IV. — Century  Sermon 
of  the  Settlement  of  Newport,  in  1739.  By  Rev.  John 
Callender.  Edited  l)y  Romeo  Elton.  1838.  Vol.  V.— 
Annals  of  Providence,  from  its  Settlement  in  1()36  till 
1832.  By  Wm.  R.  Staples.  1843.  Vol.  VI.— Contents  : 
I.  The  Invasion  of  Canada  in  1775.     II.   Revolutionary  Cor- 

*  Coll.  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc'y,  Vol.  I.,  p.  4. 
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respondence.  III.  Morgan  Edwards'  History  of  the  Bap- 
tists in  Rhode  Ishind.  Edited  l»y  Edwin  M.  Stone.  1807. 
Vol.  VII.— Contents  :  I.  Early  Attempts  at  Rhode  Island 
History,  by  Stephen  IIoi)kins  and  Theodore  Foster.  Edited 
by  William  E.  Foster.  II.  The  Narragansetts.  By  Henry 
C.  Dorr.  III.  Early  Votaries  of  Natural  Science  in  Rhode 
Island.  By  Charles  W.  Parsons.  IV.  The  First  Com- 
mencement of  Brown   University.     By   Reuben   A.    Guild. 

V.  The  British  Fleet  in  Rhode  Island.  By  George  C.  Mason. 

VI.  Nicholas  Easton  vs.  The  City  of  Newport.  By  George 
C.  Mason.    1885. 

_S. — The  Proceedings  of  the  Society  consist  of  eighteen 
octavo  pamphlets  or  unbound  volumes,  varying  in  size  from 
40  to  216  pages.  A  volume  of  these  Proceedings  has  been 
issued  in  the  early  part  of  each  year,  from  1872  to  1889, 
inclusive.  These  publications  contain  a  good  number  of 
original  papers,  new  and  old ;  reprints  of  some  rare  old 
documents ;  much^  local  history ;  necrological  notices  of 
members  of  the  Society  Avho  have  died  since  the  publica- 
tion was  begun,  and  a  somewhat  detailed  account  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Society  during  this  period. 

C. — The  Miscellaneous  Papers  consist  of  circulars,  annual 
reports,  special  reports,  aimual  addresses  by  Presidents  of 
the  Society  and  members  of  it,  and  commemorative  and 
anniversary  papers  given  at  various  times,  from  1822  to 
1889,  inclusive.  No  chronological  or  classified  list  of  these 
papers  has  yet  l)een  made.  Most  of  these  pai)ers  may, 
however,  be  found  in  the  appended  list.  The  last  pul)lica- 
tion  of  the  Society  classified  as  miscellaneous  was  an  octavo 
volume  of  40  pages,  issued  from  the  i)ress  in()ctol)er,  1889, 
entitled  ''Early  Voyages  to  America,"  by  James  Phinne\- 
Baxter,  A.  M.  The  Society's  first  publication  was  an  octavo 
pamphlet  of  8  pages,  issued  from  the  press  soon  after  the 
first  election  of  officers  on  the  19th  of  July,  1822.  This  is 
entitled  "The  Charter,  Constitution  and  Circular  of  the 
Rhode   Island  Historical  Society."     It  contains  the  names 
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of  the  officers,  then  just  elected,  as  follows  :  Jjimes  Fenner, 
President ;  Henry  Bull,  Theodore  Foster,  Vice-Presidents  ; 
William  R.  Staples,  Secretary  ;  John  Brown  Francis,  Treas- 
urer;  W.  R.  Staples,  Stephen  Gould,  Cabinet  Keepers ; 
Job  Durfee,  Albert  C.  Greene,  Samuel  Eddy,  Richard  W. 
Greene,  Philip  Crapo,  William  E.  Richmond,  Christopher 
E.  Robbins,  William  G.  Goddard,  William  Aplin,  Trustees. 

Another  circular,  that  was  signed  by  James  Fenner,  Presi- 
dent, and  William  R.  Staples,  Secretary,  and  addressed  to 
the  people  of  the  State,  was  issued  early  in  Septeml)er, 
1822.  The  annual  reports  rendered  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, July  19,  1836,  and  July  19,  1839,  appeared  each  as 
an  octavo  pamphlet  of  8  pages,  and  since  that  time  annual 
reports,  or  summaries  of  them,  have  generally  been  printed 
in  one  or  more  of  the  journals  of  the  day.  Many  miscel- 
laneous papers  that  have  been  brought  out  by  associate  or 
individual  enterprise,  appear  without  the  imprint  of  the 
Society,  though  its  cordial  endorsement  of  them  is  in  its 
records.  The  number  of  publications  classed  as  miscel- 
laneous is  probably  half  a  hundred. 

There  are  noted  on  the  following  list  343  difterent  papers, 
read  or  written  l)y  164  difterent  persons  at  314  difterent 
meetings,  held  in  45  difterent  years,  comprised  within  the 
period  of  the  56  years  that  elapsed  from  1835  to  1889,  in- 
clusive. About  half  of  the  164  persons  who  have  read 
papers  have  read  each  but  one  paper.  One  person  read 
twelve  papers,  and  several  persons  approximated  that  num- 
])er.  Some  of  the  many  subjects  discussed  can  hard!}'  fail 
to  attract  attention.  Judge  Staples  occupied  two  evenings 
in  discussing  before  the  Society  the  early  laws  of  Rhode 
Island,  before  he  printed  his  essay  entitled,  "The  Code  of 
1647."  Dr.  Parsons  pursued  a  similar  course  in  regard  to 
his  "Indian  Names  of  Places  in  Rhode  Island."  Messrs. 
Wilkins  Updike,  David  Benedict,  George  Washington 
Greene,  Samuel  Greene  Arnold,  J.  Lewis  Diman  and 
others,  each  read  a  paper  that  subsequently  appeared  as  a 
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chapter  in  :i  larger  work.  The  Society's  instrumentality 
in  cultivating  a  ta^>te  ibr  historical  studies  and  in  encourag- 
ino-  historical  inquiiy  and  research  is  beyond  question. 
Several  important  works  that  were  begun  solely  with  the 
view  of  being  read  l)etbre  the  Society  were  subsequently 
elaborated  and  published. 

The  late  Joseph  J.  Cooke,  on  being  invited  in  1873  to 
l)ecome  a  nieml)er  of  the  Society,  replied  that  he  had  rend 
the  reports  and  publications  of  the  Society  from  boyhood 
up,  and  that  no  institution  in  the  State  had  exerted  so 
stron"-  an  influence  on  his  character  as  this.  He  then  be- 
came  a  member  of  the  Society.  He  did  something  during 
his  life  to  enrich  its  library,  and  had  a  clause  in  his  will 
enabling  it  to  come  into  possession  of  live  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  books. 
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1835. 

Nov.   18.     John  Howland.     Personal  Recollections   and  Anecdotes 

of  Revolutionary  Scenes  and  Events. 
Dec.    11.     Albert  G.  Greene.     The   Intercourse   Between   the  Old 
and  the  New  World  Befbi-c  the  Time  of  Columbus. 

IG.  Prof.  Romeo  Elton.  The  History  of  the  p:tliical  Philos- 
ophy of  the  Greeks. 

23.  Hon.  Erancis  Baylies.  The  .Settlement  and  Early  His- 
tory of  Rhode  Island. 

.30.  Hon.  Tristam  Burges,  LL.  D.  An  Introduction  to  an 
Historic  Account  of  the  Mechanic  Arts  and  Manu- 
factures of  Rhode  Island,  with   l)i(>i;raphical  Notices. 

1836. 

Jan.       6.     Hon.  Job  Duifee,  LL.  D.     The  Narragansett  Indians; 
Their  Nature,  Subjugation  and  Extermination  by  the 
Whites. 
9.     Hon.  Job  Durfee,  LL.  1).     The  Narragansetts  After  the 
Pequot  War.      (See  Durfee's  Works.) 


LECTURES    AND    PAPERS.  65 


Rev.  Charles  W.  Uphiira.     A  Biography  of  Su-  George 
Downing. 

20.  Rev.  David  Benedict,  D.  D.  Religious  Sects  and  De- 
nominations, particularly  those  of  our  own  State  and 
Country. 

27.     Hon.  Tristain  Burges,  LL.  D.     Sketch  of  Rhode  Island 
Naval  and  Maritime  Affairs. 
Feb.      3.     Hon.  AVilliam  R.  Staples,  LL.  D.     The  Civil  Polity  and 
the  Laws  that  were  adopted  in  this  Colony  prior  to  the 
Charter  of  1663. 

10.  Hon.  John  Pitman,  LL.  D.      Sketches  of  Institutions  and 

Events  connected  with  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty. 
Aug.     0.     Hon.  John  Pitman,  LL.  D.     The  Two  Hundredth  Auni- 
veisary  of  the  Settlement  of  Providence  (observed  con- 
jointiy  by  the  Society  and  the  City  of  Providence). 

John   Howland.     Local   Reminiscences   of  the    Revolu- 
tionary Period. 

Rev.  Thomas  Robbins,  D.  D.,  of  Rochester,  Mass.     The 
Middle  Ages — The  Varieties  of  the  Human  Race. 

Joseph  K.  Angell.     The   Origin  of  Religious  Liberty  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Hon.  Job  Din-fee,  LL.D.     The  Ideas  of  the  Narragansetts 
and  Their  Kindred  in  relation  to  the  Supernatural. 

William  Sydney  Walker.      Inquiry  respecting  the   Abo- 
riginal Inhabitants  of  America. 

1837. 
Jan.      4.     Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter.     The   Settlement  of  the   French 
Huguenots  in  New  England.      (See  R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts, 
No.  5.) 

11.  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett,  LL.  D.     The  History  of  the 

American  Constitution. 

18.     Hon.  William  Lincoln,  of  Worcester.     The  Expedition 
against  Nova  Scotia  in  175.5. 

25.     Hon.  Tristam  Burges,  LL.  D.     The  Maritime  Affairs  of 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island   and  Providence  Planta- 
tions. 
Feb.      1.     Rev.  Alexander  Young,  D.  D.,  of  Boston.     The  History 
of  the  Pequot  War. 


Nov. 

30. 

Dec. 

7. 

14. 

21. 

28 
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1838. 

July  19.  Hon.  William  K.  Staples,  LL.  D.  The  History  of  the 
Khode  Island  Ilistorit-al  Society.  (See  American 
Quarterly  Register,  Vol,  XI.) 

1844. 
Nov.   20.     Prof.  William  Gammell.     Address  at  the  Opening  of  the 
New  Cabinet.      (P.) 

1846. 
Jan.       G.     Hon.  Wilkins   L'pdike.     The   Early   History   of  Narra- 
gansett.     (See  Hist.  Narragansett  Church.) 

1847. 
Jan.     13.     Hon.  Job  Durfee,  LL.D.    Annual  Address — The  Rhode 
Island  Idea  of  Civil  Government.      (P.) 
13.     Sarah  Helen  Whitman.      Tribute   to    Roger  Williams — 
A  Poem.     Read  by  Albert  G.  Greene.      (P.) 
April     6.     Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  LL.  D.     The  Early  Laws  of 
Rliode  Island.      (See  Code  of  1647.) 

1S48. 
Jan.     18.      lion.   Rowland  G.    Hazard,  LL.D.      Annual  Address — 
The  Character  and  Writings  of  Chief  Justice  Durfee. 

(P-) 

1849. 

Feb.  1.  Prof.  George  W.  Greene.  Annual  Address — History 
and  its  Writers.      (P.) 

Oct.  2.  William  Wilkinson.  Personal  Recollections  of  Sulli- 
van's Expedition. 

Nov.  2.  Moses  Brown.  Account  of  the  "Great  Gale,"  Sept.  23, 
1815.     Read,  with  Comments,  by  Albert  G.  Greene. 

(P-) 

1851. 

Feb.    19.     Hon.    Elisha   R.   Potter.      Annual  Address — Scenes  and 

Events  in  Rliode  Island  History.      (P.) 

1852. 

Feb.  16.  Dr.  Usher  Parsons.  Atnuuil  Address — Tlie  Battle  of 
Lake  Erie.      (P.) 

1853. 
Jan.     17.     Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold.     Annual  Address — The  Spirit 
of  Rhode  Island  History.      (P.) 
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1855. 
6.     Rev.  Edward    B.   Hall,   D.  D.     Annual  Address— The 
Life  and  Times  of  John  Rowland.      (P.) 
Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  LL.  D.    Canonicus  and  Mian- 

tonomi. 
Rev.  Charles  C.  Beaman.  Notices  of  the  Brothers  and 
Sisters  of  Governor  Hopkins  and  of  Commodore 
Hopkins  and  of  later  members  of  their  Family. 
2.  Dr.  Joseph  Mauran.  Notes  on  the  Family  of  Roger 
Sherman,  with  Biographical  Sketches  of  Doctors 
William  Bowen  and  Pardon  Bowen,  of  Providence. 

5.  Dr.    James    H.    Eldredge.     Topographical    Notices    of 

East  Greenwich,  with  Medical  Sketches.      (MS.) 

1856. 

6.  Hon.  William    P.    Sheffield.     Early    History   of  Block 

Island.      (P.) 

28.  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett.  Grades  of  Civilization  among 
the  North  American  Indians,  with  Special  Notices  of 
Semi-civilized  Tribes  along  the  Mexican  Borders. 

10.  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone.  The  Productive  Industries  of 
Providence  in  1790-91.  Illustrated  by  Statistics  fur- 
nished Alexander  Hamilton  by  the  Providence  Mechan- 
ics Association. 
1.  Albert  G.  Greene.  An  Address  to  the  People  of  the 
State,  in  behalf  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 

1857. 

5.  Rev.  Charles  C.   Beaman.     The    First    Settlement    and 

Incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Foster,  with  Biograph- 
ical Sketches  of  Theodore  Foster,  Dr.  Solomon 
Drowne,  Obadiah  Fenner  and  others. 

Prof.  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.  The  Loyalists  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Dr.  David  King.  The  Early  History  of  the  Island  of 
Rhode  Island. 

7.  Dr.  Usher  Parsons.     Indian  Names  of  Places  in  Rhode 

Island.     (P.) 

6.  Dr.  Usher  Parsons.     Testimony   as   to   the  Site  of  the 

Grave  of  Roger  Williams.  (See  Allen's  Memorial 
of  Roger  Williams.) 
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1857. 

Nov,     5.     Henry    T.    Beckwitli.     Tlie    Historv    of    Block    Island. 

(P.) 
Dec.      2.     Trof.  James  B.  Anjroll,  LL.  D.     German  Emigration  to 
America.      (See  X.  A.  Review,  Jan.,  1856.) 
30.     Dr.  Etlwin    INI.    Snow.     The   Cliolera  in   Providence   in 
1832,  184'J  and  1854.      (P.) 

1858. 

Feb.  2.  Hon.  Samnel  G.  Arnold.  Dr.  John  Clarke  and  the 
Charter  of  16G3.      (See  Hist.  K.  I.) 

March  10.  Hon.  "Walter  R.  Danforth.  Reminiscences  of  Provi- 
dence, especially  of  Weybosset  and  "Westminster 
Streets. 

April  G.  Henry  T.  Beckwitli.  The  Joseph  "Williams  Place  in 
Cranston. 

May  5.  Henry  C.  Dorr.  ^Modern  New  York  the  Outgrowth  of 
Colonial  New  York. 

Aug.  11.  Horatio  Gates  Jones.  PLbenezer  Kinnersley  and  his 
connection  Avith  Electricity. 

1859. 

March  3.     George    H.    Moore,    LL.  D.     The    Treason    of   Major- 
General  Charles  Lee.      (P.) 
9.     Hon.  "William   R.    Staples,   LL.  D.     Straw-braiding    in 
America.      (See  Transactions   R.  I.  Society  Domestic 
Industry,   1858.) 

May  4.  Dr.  Charles  "W.  Parsons.  The  Census  of  1774,  and  the 
Growth  of  ToAvns.  (See  R.  I.  6th  Registration  Re- 
port, 1858.) 
4.  John  A.  Howland.  Notes  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  Act  during  the  Recess  of  the 
General  Assembly,  1775-76. 

Nov.  3.  Sidney  S.  Rider.  The  Great  Storm  of  September  23, 
1815. 

Dec.  13.  Heiu-y  H.  Clements.  Retrospect  of  Colonial  Histoiy 
under  the  Stuarts. 

I860. 
Feb.      4.     Amos  Perry.     Three-quarters   of  an   Hour   with   Hum- 
boldt in  the   Sans-Souci  Palace   at  Potsdam  in  June, 
1853.      (See  R.  I.  Schoolmaster,  March,  1800.) 
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Prof.    "William   Gammell,   LL.  D.     Progress  of  Khode 

Island  History  since  the  Formation  of  this  Society. 
INIarch  16.     Benjamin  Cowell.     The  Battle  of  Rhode  Island,  1778. 
May     18.      Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.      Memorial  of  Roger  AVilliams 

with  Account  of  the   Burial   Place   and   Disinterment 

of  his  Remains.      (P.) 
Oct.       2.     Hon.  William  R.   Staples,   LL.  D.     History  of   Motive 

Power  in  Providence. 
25.      Charles  Blake.      History  of  the  Drama  in  Rhode  Island. 

(See  Hist.  Prov.  Stage.) 
Nov.   30.     Amos  Perry.     The  Life  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Albigence 

Waldo.     (See  Hist.  Mag.,  April,  1861.; 

1861. 

Feb.  4.  Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.  Lafayette's  Visit  to  Provi- 
dence in  1824.      (P.) 

Oct.  1.  Sidney  S.  Rider.  History  of  Paper  Money  in  Rhode 
Island,  1710-1786.      (See  R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  8.) 

16.  Rev.  Joseph  Banvard.     The  History  of  Pawtucket. 

1862. 
Rev.    S.  W.  Coggeshall,  D.  D.     Early   History  of  the 
Methodists  in  Rhode  Island. 
1.     Zachariah    Allen.  LL.  D.     The  Present    Crisis    in    our 

National  Affairs. 
7.     Dr.  Usher  Parsons.     Rhode  Island   Indian   Relics  and 
Antiquities.     (See  Hist.  Mag.,  Feb.,  1863.) 

1865. 

17.  Rev.  Edwin  M.   Stone.     The    French    Encampment    in 
Providence  in  1782.      (See  Our  French  Allies.) 

28.     Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  LL.D.     The  Congress  of  1765. 

28.     Hon.  William  R.   Staples,  LL.  D.     The  Providence  of 
My  Boyhood. 

27.  Hon.  Domingo  Faustino  Sarmiento,  LL.D.  North  and 
South  America.  (P.) 
1866. 
1.  John  Howland.  Meeting  in  a  Boston  Shipyard  in  rela- 
lation  to  Jay's  Treaty,  1794.  Written  by  Mr.  How- 
land  at  the  time  of  the  Treaty.  Read  by  Rev.  Edwin 
M.  Stone. 
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1866. 
Nov.   13.     Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone.     Tlie  Invasion  of  Canada,  1775, 

including  Arnold's  Expedition  through  the  AVilderness 

of  Maine  and  Canada  to  Quebec.     (R.  I.  Coll.,  Vol. 

VI.) 
Dec.      5.     Prof.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.  D.     Sir  Henry  Vane,  and  hi.s 

relations  to  Rhode  Island. 

1867. 

Feb.  20.  Prof.  George  AV,  Greene,  LL.  D.  The  Defence  of  the 
Delaware  (1777),  in  which  Rhode  Island  men  took  a 
prominent  part.      (See  Life  of  Gen.  N.  Greene.) 

March  1 .  Reuben  A.  Guild,  LL.  D.  The  Final  Location  of  Rhode 
Island  (/ollege,  (See  History  of  Brown  University.) 
7.  Prof.  George  W.  Greene,  LL.  1).  The  Importance  of 
Historical  Researches  and  Records. 

April  9.  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone.  Biographical  Sketches  of  Col. 
Christopher  Greene;  Maj.  Simeon  Thayer;  Capt. 
Samuel  "Ward  ;  Dr.  Isaac  Scnter,  and  Col.  John  Top- 
ham. 

Mav  7.  Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  LL.  D.  The  Debates  in  the 
Federal  Congress  of  1781-82  on  the  Collection  of 
Revenue  Duties ;  The  part  taken  in  the  discussion 
by  the   Rhode  Island  delegation    and  its  consequences. 

Oct.  22.  William  R.  Staples,  LL.  D.  The  Establishment  of  Civil 
Liberty  in  America. 

1868. 

Feb.  13.  Col.  Joseph  S.  Pitman.  The  Rhode  Island  Company  in 
the  Mexican  "War  and  General  Scott's  Batteries  before 
the  City  of  Mexico.      (Jour.,  Feb.  14-68.) 

April  14.  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett.  Pre-historic  Man  and  his  Early 
Appearance  in  Europe. 

June  2.  Amos  Perry.  The  Citadel,  Harbor  and  Ruins  of  Car- 
thage, illustrated  with  chart  and  diagrams. 

Oct.  20.  Amos  Perry.  Archaeological  Sketches  of  the  Regency 
of  Tunis.      (See  Carthage  and  Tunis.) 

Dec.  8.  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone.  Thomas  A.  Tefft,  as  a  Mone- 
tarian. 
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1869. 

Feb.  9.  Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  LL.  D.  The  Liberty  Tree  of 
Providence.     Read  by  Edwin  M.  Stone. 

April  6.  Hon.  Thomas  Diirfee,  LL.  D.  The  Haunted  Ruin. 
A  Poem.      (See  Village  Picnic,  etc.) 

June  1.  Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold.  Our  Honored  Dead — Albert  G. 
Greene,  William  R.  Staples  and  Usher  Parsons.     (P.) 

Oct.  12.  Rev.  Frederic  Denison.  The  Aborigines  of  W^esterly. 
A  Poem. 

Nov.  2.  Prof.  Romeo  Pulton,  D.  D.  The  P^tymology  and  Philos- 
ophy of  Surnames. 

Dec.  17.  Dr.  Charles  AV.  Parsons.  Lord  Bellomont  and  Father 
Rasle  in  1699.      (Mag.  Am.  Hist.,  April,  1885.) 

1870. 

Feb.      1.     Hon.  Francis  Brinley.     The  Life  of  Nathaniel   Byfield, 
of  Bi'istol. 
23.     Henry  C.  Dorr.     Planting   and  Growth  of  Providence. 
l)ec.    20.     Henry  C.  Dorr.     Same  subject. 

1871. 

Feb.  13.  Hon.  Francis  Brinley.  The  Life  of  Matthew  Craddock, 
the  first  Governor  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company. 

March  19.  Henry  C.  Dorr.  The  Planting  and  Growth  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Nov.  8.  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Stone,  D.  D.  Roger  Williams,  the 
Prophetic  Legislator.      (P.) 

1872. 

July    19.     Prof.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.D.    Introductory  Address  at  the 

Semi-centennial  Anniversary  of  this  Society.      (Proc.) 

19.     Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.,  Acting  President.     Historical 

Address.      (Proc.) 
19.     Henry  C.  WHiitaker.     The   Charm  of  Story.     A  Poem. 
(Proc.) 
Dec.    17.     J.  Erastus  Lester.     The  Yosemite  Valley.     (P.) 

1873. 

Feb.    11.     Rev,  Thomas  T.  Stone,  D.D.     George  Fox,   the  Seer 

of  the  Inner  Light. 
May    27.     William  A.  Mowry,  Ph.  D.     The  Territorial  Expansion 

of  the  United  States. 


Jan. 

9. 

Feb. 

3. 

24. 

Marcl 

ilO 
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1874. 

Robert  Sberman.     Tlie   Kebellion  of  1842.      (See  Jour. 

of  Jan.  10-74.) 
Rev.    Edwin    M.    Stone.     The    History    of  the    Rhode 

Ishuid  Institute  of  Instruction.      (P.  &  Proc.) 
Amos  Perry.     Tlie  Life  of  Solomon   Drowne.     From  a 

Sketch  by  William  Drowne.      (MS.) 
Rev.  S.  W.  Coggeshall,  D.  D.     The  Coggeshall  Family 
traced  from  the  period  of  the  Crusades,  with  a  par- 
ticular   account    of  Joshua    Coggeshall,    an    eminent 
Quaker  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. 
17.     William  J.  Miller.      The  Wampanoag  Indians.      (P.) 
April      7.     Amos  Perry.     The  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati.     (Proc,  74-75.) 
21.     Henry  C.  Dorr.     The   Early  Town   Meetings  of  Provi- 
dence.     (P.) 
May      5.     William  A.   Mowry,   Ph.  D.     Who  Invented  the   First 
Steamboat?     (P.) 
19.     Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold.     Exploits  of  a   Rhode  Island 
Privateer     (Capt.    Simeon    Potter).       See    Overland 
Monthly,  April,  1874. 
Oct.       G.     Hon.    Simon   Henry   Greene.      A  Brief   Sketch  of   his 
IJraneh  of  the  Greene   Family,  with   a   Notice  of  the 
Life  and  Character  of  the  late  John  L.  Hughes. 
Nov.    10.     Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone.     Thomas  A.   Teift,  the  Deviser 
of  an   International  Currency.     (See   Stone's  Life   of 
Teflft.) 
Dec.       8.     Erastus  Richardson.     A  Providence  Plantation  in  Woon- 
socket  and  Vicinity.      (See  Hist.  Woonsocket.) 

1875. 

Feb.  IG.  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner.  The  Importance  of  Collecting, 
Classifying  and  Arranging  the  Genealogical  Statistics 
of  the  State.     (Proc.) 

March   2.     Thomas  C.  Amory.     The  Military  Movements  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1778. 
IG.     William  J.  Miller.     Philip,  the  Wampanoag  Chieftain. 

(P-) 
April     6.     Frank  B.  Butts.     The  Combat  of  the  Merrimac  with  the 
Monitor,  and  the  Wreck  of  the  latter.     (P.) 


LECTURES    AND    PAPERS. 


Richard  M.  Sherman.  Account  of  Events  that  occurred 
on  his  Grandfather's  farm  on  the  day  of  the  Battle  of 
Rhode  Isknd,  Aug.  29,  1778. 

13.  Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.  The  Life  and  Services  of 
Senator  James  Burrill.      (Proc.) 

13.  William  Jones  Hoppin,  LL.  D.  A  Biographical  Sketch 
of  Gov.  William  Jones.  Read  by  the  Secretary. 
(Proc.) 

10.  Hon.  Abraham  Payne.  Reminiscences  of  the  Providence 
Bar.     (See  Prov.  Bar.) 

21.  Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold.  Address  as  President  of  the 
Society  at  a  Meeting  at  Mount  Hope  on  the  Bi- 
centenary of  the  Breaking  Out  of  King  Philip's 
War.      (Jour.,  June  22.) 

21.  Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.  D.  The  Repulsive  Charac- 
ter of  King  Philip.      (Jour.,  June  22.) 

21.     Prof.   J.    Lewis  Diman,  D.  D.      Some  of  the  Results  of 

King  Philip's  AYar.      (.Jour.,  .June  22.) 
6.     John  A.  Howland.     The  Election  of  a  Negro  as  Warden 
of  the  Third  Ward  of  Providence,  reputed   to  be  the 
first  African  elected  by  popular  vote   to   a   Civil  Office 
in  the  United  States.     (MS.     See  Scrap  Book,  No.  1.) 
5.     Hon.  Henry  L.  Greene.     The  Original  Settlers  of  War- 
wick.    (MS.) 
9.     Col.  John  Ward.     The   Life  and  Services  of  Col.    Sam- 
uel Ward.      (P.) 

23.  Prof.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.  D.  Religion  in  America 
during  the  last  Century.  (See  N.  A.  Review,  Jan., 
1876.) 

30.  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony.  Characteristics  and  Senti- 
ments of  the  Leading  Men  of  the  36th  Congress. 
(A.  D.  1859-61.) 

21.  Henry  C.  Dorr.  The  Town  Records  of  Providence  in 
the  Seventeenth  Century.      (P.) 

1876. 
10.     Hon.  Abraham  Payne.     Reminiscences  of  Rhode  Island 
Lawyers.     (Proc.) 
6 
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187C. 

Jan.  18.  Mvs.  Caroline  Gallup  Read.  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Family  of  Capt.  John  Gallup,  slain  in  the  Great 
Swamp  Fight,  Dec.  19,  1G75,  with  a  Copy  of  Col. 
Sylvanus  Reed's  Orderly  Book,  1778.  Read  by  Vice- 
President  Allen.      (MS.) 

Feb.       1.     Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples.     The  Journal    and   Character 
of  Rev.  J^nos  Hitchcock,  D.  D.,  a  chaplain  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army. 
15.     George  C.  Mason.     Nicholas    Easton   vs.    The   City   ot 
Newport.      (Coll.,  Vol.  VII.) 

29.  Hon.    William    P.    Sheffield.     The    History    of    Block 

Island.      (P.) 
March  14.     AVilliam  J.    Hoppin,   LL.  D.     The    Continental  frigate 
Providence.      (Proc.) 
28.     William  J.  Miller.     The  Wampanoag  Indians.      (P.) 
April     4.     Amos  Perry.     History  of  the   Providence    Marine    So- 
ciety.     (Proc.) 
10.     Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.     Bi-centenary  of  the  Burning 
of  Providence  in    1676,  and  a   Defence  of  the  Rhode 
Island  System  of  Treating  the  Indians.      (P.) 
Aug.    24.     Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold.     Address  on  the  200th  Anni- 
versary of  the  Death  of  King  Philip  at  Mt.  Hope. 
24.      William  eT.  Miller.     Facts  and  Incidents  connected  with 
the  Death  of  Philip.      (Proc.) 
Oct.       3.     Rev.    Edwin    M.    Stone.     General    Sullivan's    Brigade 
Orderly  Book  at  Cambridge  in   1775. 
24.     William  A.  Mowry,  Ph.  D.     The  Cherokee  Indians. 
Nov.    21.     Prof.    J.    Lewis    Diman,   D.  D.     The   Relation   of  the 

Ottoman  Empire  to  European  Politics. 
Dec.       5.     Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold.     Historical  Sketch  of  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.      (P.) 
19.     Col.  John  Ward.     Life  and   Services  of  Gov.    Samuel 
Ward.      (P.) 

1877. 
Jan.       2.     Rev.    Edwin   M.    Stone.     Rochambeau's    Army.      (See 
Our  French  Allies.) 

30.  Rev.     Frederic    Denison.       Sketch    of    the     History    ot 

Westerly.      (See  Hist.  Westerly.) 


1877. 

Feb.    13. 

27 

March  13 
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Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett.     Arctic  Explorations. 

Dr.   Henry  PI  Turner.     The   Greenes   of  Warwick    in 

Colonial  History.      (P.) 
Hon.  Abraham  Payne.     Reminiscences  of  the  Dorr  Re- 
bellion. 
20.     Hon.  George  A.   Brayton,  LL.  D.     The   Early  Career 

of  Samuel  Gorton.      (P.) 
27.     Reuben  A.  Guild,  LL.  D.     History  of  the   Libraiy  of 
Brown  University. 
April    10.     Henry    C.    Dorr.     The    Ancient    Highways    of  Provi- 
dence.     (P-) 
24.     George   C.   Mason.     Early    Printing    in    Newport,  and 
The  Frigate  General  Greene.      (Two  papers.) 
Oct.      16.     Prof.  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.     Contributions  History 
has  Received  from  Certain  Physical  Sciences.      (See 
Jour.,  Oct.  17.) 
30.     Col.  Thomas  W.  Higginson.     A  Congressman  (William 
EUery)  on  Horseback. 
Nov.    13.     Prof.    Albert   Harkness,   LL.  D.     Modern    Philological 
Research  and  its  Results. 
27.     Hon.    Richard  A.  Wheeler.     Historical    Sketch   of   the 
Pequot  Indians.      (P.) 
Dec.     11.     Paul  C  Sinding.     The  Religious  Life  and  Customs  that 
early  prevailed  in  Europe. 
19.     Col.  John  Ward.     The  Continental  Congress   before  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.      (See  Mag.  Am.  Hist., 
April,  1878.) 

1878. 
Jan.     22.     Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Clark,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.     The  Incas 

of  Peru,  with  illustrations. 
Feb.       5.     General  Tevfik  of  Constantinople  ;    Principles  and  Cus- 
toms in  the  Ottoman  P^mpire.      (P.) 
19.     Dr.    Henry    E.     Turner.     The    Life    and     Services    of 

William  Coddington.      (P- ) 
19.     Charles  Gorton.     The  Soapstone  Quarries   in  Johnston. 
March  5.     Hon.  Abraham  Payne.     The  Blue-Laws  of  Connecticut. 
19.     Dr.    Charles   W.    Parsons.     Three-hundredth   Anniver- 
sary of  the  Birth  of  Dr.  William  Harvey. 
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1878. 

April  16.  Dr.  Uavid  King.  Sketcli  of  the  Early  History  of  New- 
port. 

30.  Maj.   Asa    Bird  Gardiner,   LL.  D.     The  Rhode  Island 

Line  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  its  Society  of  Cin- 
cinnati.    (P.) 

Nov.      5.     Tliomas    C.    Amory.     Some    of  the    Ancient    Historic 
Houses  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
19.     George  C.  Mason.     Gilbert  Stuart,   the  Painter.      (See 
Life  of  Stuart.) 

Dec.       3.     Hon.    John    R.    Bartlett.     Tlie  Aryan    Race,   its   Lan- 
guages, Literature  and  Migrations. 
17.     Henry  C.  Dorr.     The  Relations  of  the  Providence  Plan- 
tations with  neighboring  Tribes  of  Indians. 

31.  Prof.   C.   W.    Ernst.     Afghanistan   and    its  War    with 

Great  Britain. 

1879. 

Jan.  28.  Hon.  Abraham  Payne.  The  Life  and  Times  of  Jonathan 
Edwards. 

Feb.    11.     Col.  John   ^Yard.     Siege    of  Harper's  Ferry  by  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  in  1862. 
25.     Dr.   Henry    E.  Turner.     Jeremiah   Clarke  and  his  De- 
scendants. 

March  11.  John  Austin  Stevens.  The  French  in  Rhode  Island 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  (See  Mag.  Am. 
Hist.,  July,  187'J.) 

May  20.  Rev.  George  E.  P^Uis,  D.  D.  The  Present  Indian 
Question  with  the  United  States  Government.  (See 
Ellis'  ''The  Red  Man  and  the  White  Man  in  North 
America.") 

Oct.  10.  Hon.  Isaac  N.  Arnold.  Who  led  the  American  Troops 
to  Victory  in  the  Northern  Campaign  in  1777?  (Sec 
Life  of  B.  Arnold.) 

Nov.     5.     Gen.  Horatio  Rogers.     La  Corne  St.  Luc,  the   Leader 
of  Burgoyne's  Indians.      (Hadden's  Journal.) 
19.      Prof.  John  L.  Lincoln.     Tacitus,  the  Historian. 

Dec.  4.  Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.  The  Conditions  of  Life, 
Habits  and  Customs  of  the  Indians,  and  their  Treat- 
ment by  the  First  Settlers.     (P.) 
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1879. 

Dec.    16.     Hon,  William  D.  Brayton.      The  Oswego  Expedition  of 
1783. 
31.     William  B.  AVeeden.     The  Rise  of  Personal  Property. 
(See  Social  Laws  of  Labor.) 

1880. 

Jan.    30.     Albert  R.    Cooke.     The  Life  and  Services  of  Governor 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
Feb.    10.     Reuben  A.   Guild,  LL.  D.      Tlie   Life    and  Services  of 
Chaplain  Hezekiah  Smith,  D.  D.     (See  Guild's  Life 
of  Smith.) 
24,     Dr.    Henry    E.    Turner.     The    Settlers    of  Aquidneck, 
and  their  Agency  in  Promoting  Liberal  Ideas.      (P.) 
March  9.     Prof,  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.       Asylum  and  Extra- 
dition among  Nations.     (See  Jour.,  March  10.) 
23.     Gen.  James  Grant  Wilson.     The  Life  and  Public  Ser- 
vices of  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  and  an  Account  of  the 
frigate  Constitution. 
Hon.  Abi'aham  Payne.     Presidential  Elections. 
Rev.    David    H.    Greer,    D,  D,     Socialism:    its    Aims, 
Methods  and  Results. 
19.     Sidney    S.    Rider,     The    Authorship    of  the    first    Civil 
Compact  of  the  Providence  Plantations, 
4,     William  A.  Mowry,  Ph.  D.     Our  Possessions  in  Oregon. 
16.     Stephen  B.  Miller,     The  Settlement  of  the  City  of  Hud- 
son, N.  Y,,  by  citizens  of  Providence. 
2.     Col.  John    Ward,     The    Part   taken  by    Rhode  Island 
during  the  Period  of  the  "  Stamp  Act," 
28,     Hon,    Abraham    Payne.       Prudence    Crandall    and    her 
School  at  Canterbury,  Ct, 

1881. 

26.     William  S.  Liscomb.     Loss  and  Recovery  of  the  Works 
of    the    Greek   and  Latin    Authors,       (See    Atlantic 
Monthly,  1881,) 
8.     Prof.   William    Gammell,  LL,  D,       The    Monroe    Doc- 
trine :    its  Origin  and  History. 
Rowland  Hazard,    The  Credit  Mobilier  in  America.    (P.) 
William  P.  Sheffield,  Jr.     The  Narragansett  Sachems. 

(P-) 
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1881. 

INIarcli  22.  Dr.  Cliarles  W.  Parsons.  The  Medical  School,  for- 
merly existing  in  Brown  University,  its  Professors  and 
Graduates.      (R.   I.  Hist.  Tracts,  12.) 

April  2.  Moses  Coit  Tyler,  D.  D.  Traitsof  American  Literature 
during  the  Period  of  tlie  Revolution. 

19.  Zachariah   Allen,   LL.D.     Tlie   Suffrage    Movement    in 

Rhode  Island,  whicli  resultetl  in  the  Dorr  "War. 

May  3.  Rev.  John  C.  Stockbridge,  D.  D.  Reception  in  P]ng- 
land  of  the  News  of  tlie  Defeat  of  Cornwallis  at  York- 
town,  1781.      (Mag.  Am.  Hist.) 

Nov.   15.     Claudius  B.  Farnsworth.     Tlie  Burial  Grounds  of  Rhode 
Island. 
29.     Hon.   Al)raliam  Payne.     The    Separatists  of   Windham 
County,  Ct. 

Dec.  12.  Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.  Advent,  Location  and  Dis- 
persion of  the  Huguenot  Settlers  in  Rhode  Island. 

20.  Henry  C.   Dorr.     Hindrances  to  the  Early  Growth  and 

Development  of  Providence.    (R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  15.) 

1882. 

Jan.    24.     Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner-.     The   Life  and  Services  of  Gov. 

Samuel  Cranston.       (See  Nar.  Hist.  Reg.  VII.  3,4.) 
Feb.      7.     Hon.    William    P.    Sheffield.     Rhode  Island  Privateers 

and  Privateersmen.     (P.) 

21.  Amos  Perry.     A  Movement  to  secure  a  Public  Park  in 

Providence  on  the  Camping  Ground  of  Count  Rocham- 
beau's  Army. 
March  7.     Reuben   A.    Guild,  LL.  D.       The  First  Commencement 
of  Rhode  Island  College  at  Warren,  September,  1769. 
(R.I.  Coll.,  Vol.  VII.) 

21.  Prof.  "William  Gammeli,  LL.D.  Memorial  Minute  re- 
corded in  honor  of  the  late  President  Zachariah  Allen, 
LL.  D. 

21.  William  W.  Iloppiu.  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Presi- 
dent Allen. 

21.  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Clark,  1).  D.,  LL.D.,  and  others. 
on  tlie  same  occasion.  (See  Memorial  of  Zachariah 
Allen,  LL.D.) 
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Rt.   Rev.  Thomas   M.  Clark,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.     William 

Wheelwright,  the  Great  South  American  Benefactor. 

18.     Royal    C.    Taft.     Some    Notes    on   the    Introduction   of 

Woolen  Manufacture  into  th3  United  States.      (P.) 

Oct.     31.     Prof.   AYilliam   Gammell,  LL.   D.       The    Confederation 

Period  of  the  Republic.      (Jour.,  Nov.  1.) 
Nov    14.     Rev.  Daniel  Goodwin.     The  Life  of  Rev.  William  Smith, 
D.  D.,  of  Scotland,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Wick- 
ford,  and  of  Trinity  Church,  Newport. 
21.     Rev.   George  E.   Ellis,  D.  D.     The  Origin  and  Method 
of  History. 
Dec.    12.     Alexander  Farnum.     Tlie  Public  Life  and  Political  Ser- 
vices of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

1883. 

Jan.    23.     William    Fj.   Foster.     Stephen    Hopkins.       (R.  I.  Hist. 

Tracts,  19.) 
Feb.       6.     Dr.    Charles  W.    Parsons.     Early  Votaries  of   Natural 

Science  in  Rhode  Island.      (Coll.,  Vol.  VII.) 
20.     Justin  Winsor,  LL.  D.     Historical  Relations  of  Latitude 

and  Longitude. 
March  6,     Edwin    C.    Earned,     The    Chicago  Fire  and    its  Relief 

Work. 
20.     Ex-Gov.    Elisha    Dyer.     Sketch  of   the  History  of  the 

Providence  Fire  Department.      (MS.) 
July       3.     William   M,  Bailey.     The  Jacob  Whitman  Estate  and 

Turk's  Head.      (MS.) 
3,     Henry  T.  Drowne.     Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Stephen  Whit- 
ney Phenix.      (P.) 
Nov.      7.     Prof.   Asa  Bird   Gardiner,  LL.  D.       The  Rise    and  the 

Decline    of  the    Society  of  the    Cincinnati  of  France 

under  Louis  XVI. 
Nov.  27.     William  B.  Weeden.     Indian  Money  as  a  Factor  in  New 

P^ngland    Civilization.       (See  Johns    Hopkins    Univ. 

Studies,  1884.) 
Dec.    11.     George  C.    Mason,  Jr.     Queen  Anne,  or  Free  Classic 

Architecture.     (See  Lippincott's  Mag.,  Nov.,  '85.) 
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1884. 

Jan.     22.     William  E.  Foster.     Rhode  Island  Town  Government* 
in   the    17th  Century.      (See   Johns    Hopkins    Univ. 
Studies,  Vol.  IV.) 
Feb.      5.     Prof  John  L.  Lincoln,  LL.  D.     The  Emperor  Marcus 
Aurelius. 
19.     J.    Erastus  Lester.     The  West  Side   of  Providence:   its 
Physical  Features,  and    the    Causes  which  led  to  its  - 
Settlement  and  Growth.      (Join-.) 
March  4.     William  S.  Liscomb.     Destruction  of  the  W^orks  of  An- 
cient Art.      (See  Atlantic  Monthly,  1885.) 
18.     Rev.  Willifim  Elliot  Griffis,  D.  D.     Matthew  Calbraith 
Perry,  the  Typical  American  Naval  Officer.      (P.) 
April  15.     William  A.   Mowry,   Ph.  D.     The  Supreme  Moment  in 
the  History  of  Nortli  America  :    tlie  Battle  of  Quebec. 
1759. 
July       1.     Moses  B.  I.  Goddard.    The  Construction  and  the  Career 
of  the  First  Ship   "Ann  and  Hope."  of  Providence. 
Amos  Perry.     Some  New  England  Almanacs.      (P.) 
Prof.  Franklin  B.  Dexter.     Ezra  Stiles  and  his  Diary. 
William  Matthews,  LL.  D.     William  Wirt. 
Hon.  John  H.  Stiness.     The  Return  of  Roger    Williams 
with  the  First  Charter  of  the  Colony  in  1644.      (P.) 
16.     Gen.   Horatio  Rogers.     The  Importance  of  the  Charter 

of    1643-4.      (P.) 
16.     Rev.    Frederic    Denison.      Truth's  Toil  and  Triumph. 

A  Poem.      (P.) 
30.     Dr.  Charles  H.   Fisher.     Numismatics   as  a  Branch  of 

History. 
30.     Charles  Gorton.     Illustrations  of  the  same  subject. 

1885. 
Jan.     27.     Prof.   Albert  Harkness,  LL.  D.       Atliens  in  the  Age  of 

Pericles.      Illustrated. 
Feb.     10.     Mrs.   Martha  J.  Lamb.     The  Framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.      (Mag.    Am.  Hist,  April, 
1885.) 
24.     Rev.  James  M.  Taylor.     The  Influence  of  the  Crusades 
in  Fluropean  History. 


Oct. 

7. 

Nov. 

18. 

Dec. 

2. 

16. 

LECTURES    AND    PAPERS.  8! 

1885. 
March  16.     Rev.    Carleton   A.    Staples.     The   Social  and  Religious 
Life  of  a  New  England  Town  (Lexington,  Mass.,) 
125  Years  Ago. 
24.     Hon.   Thomas   Durfee,    LL.  D.      The    Transcendental 
Movement  in  New  England. 
Apiil  21.     Prof.  Elisha  B.  Andrews,  D.  D.     The  Founding  of  the 

English  State.      (Andover  Review.) 
Nov.     3.     Prof.  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.      The  Huguenots  and 
the  Edict  of  Nantes.      (P.) 
17.     Miss  Esther  Bernon  Carpenter.     Huguenot  Influence  in 
Rhode  Island.      (Proc.) 
Dec.       1.     Aniasa  M.  Eaton.     The  French  Spoliation  Claims  and 
Rhode  Island  Claimants.      (P.) 
■     15.     Prof.   C.  W.  Ernst.     The  Services  of   Henry  Wheaton 
in  International  Law  and  Diplomacy. 
15.     Hon.    Abraham    Payne.     The    Life    and    Character    of 

Henry  AVheaton. 
29.     George  C.  Mason,  .Jr.     Apprenticeship  and  the  Manual 
Training  System.  (Jour.,  Dec.  30,  1885.) 

1886. 

Jan.    26.     Dr.    Charles    W.    Parsons.       Town   Names    in    Rhode 
Island.     (Proc,  86-7.) 
26.     Edward  Field,  Jr.     Fortifications  In  and  Around  Provi- 
dence. 
Feb.      9.     Rev.    William    F.     B.    Jackson.      The    Trial    of  Anne 
Hutchinson. 
23.     William  Matthews,  LL.  D.       The  Battle   of  Waterloo, 
with  illustrations. 
March  9.     James  Burdick.     Reminiscences  of  Califoruia  in   1849. 
23.     Rev.  James   P.    Root.     The  Public   Service  of  Captain 

Arthur  Fenner  of  Colonial  Times.      (P.) 
23.     Charles  H.  Denison.     The  History  and  Romance  of  the 
South  County. 
April     6.     Rev.  James  P.  Root.     The   Home  Life  of   Captain  Ar- 
thur Fenner.      (P.) 
6.     John  A.  Howland.    The  Date  of  Passing  the  Sentence  of 
Banishment  on    Roger  Williams.      (Proc,  1886-87.) 
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1886. 
April  20.      Rev.    W.   R.    Bagiiall.     The  Textile  Industries  of  the 

United  States  prior  to  1800. 
July       6.     John  O.  Austin.     Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study. 
6.     Rev.   Crawford  Nightingale.     A  Sketch  of  the  Nightin- 
gale Family. 
6.     Prof.   "William  Gammell,  LL.  I).     The  Opening   of  the 
Grave  of  Rev.  William  Blackstone,  May  C,  1886. 
Oct.       5.     Dr.    Charles   W.  Parsons.     Thomas  Willett,    the  First 
Mayor    of  New    York.      (Mag.    Am.    Hist.,  March, 
1887.) 
0.     Miss  Esther  Bernon  Carpenter.     What  are  the  Willett 
Papers,  and    Where  was    the  Home   of   INIiantonomi? 
(Jour.,  Oct.  6,  1886.) 
Nov.      2.      Prof.  William  Gammell,  LL.  D.    The   Life  and  Services 
of  the  late  John  R.  Bartlett.      (P.j 
16.      Hon.   John   Winslow.     The  Trial  of   the    Rhode  Island 
Judges  :     an  Episode  Touching  Currency  and  Consti- 
tutional Law.      (P.) 
30.     Hon.    John    D.    Washburn.      The    Unpublished    Auto- 
biography   of    President  Increase  Mather,    Reviewed 
in  the   Light  of   the   Recent  Commemoration   of  Har- 
vard University. 
Dec.    14.     Claudius  B.   Farnsworth.     The  Legislation    of  the  Ro- 
man P^mperors  Respecting  the  Church. 
28.     Prof.  Elisha  B.  Andrews,  D.  D.    Sir  Henry  Maine  on  the 
Prospects  of  Popular  Government.    (See  Baptist  Re- 
view.)      ^ 

1887. 
Jan.     25.     Dr.  Franklin  C.  Clark.     Progress  of  Sanitary  Science  in 

Rhode  Island. 
Feb.      8.     Rev.    Samuel    L.   Caldwell,  D.  D.     Modern  Historians. 
22.     Reuben  A.  Guild,  LL.  D.     Roger  Williams  :  His  Birth, 
Parentage  and  lulucation  in   the  Light  of   Recent   In- 
vestigations. 
March  8.     Ray  Greene  Haling.       Samuel    Hubbard,  of  Newport, 
1610-1689.     (P.) 
22.     Prof.  Stephen  F.  Peckham.      Petroleum  in  its  Historical 
Relations  to  Modern  Civilization. 
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17. 
5.     Ex-Gov.  Elisha  Dyer.     Elijah  Ormsbee's  First  Steam- 
boat,   and    David    Grieve's    First    Screw    Propeller. 
(MS.) 
19.     Rev.  Thomas  R.  Slicer.     The  Emperor  Julian  and  the 
Pagan  Afterglow. 
July       5.     Ex-Gov.  Elisha  Dyer.     Use  of  Steam  Power  in  Rhode 

Island,  from  1663  to  1781.      (MS.) 
Oct.       4.     William  D.  Ely.     The  Date  of  the  Settlement  of   War- 
Avick  Verified  and  Determined,  with  Notices  of  Samuel 
Gorton  and  Others.     (P.  andProc.) 
Nov.      1.     Prof.   Elisha  B.    Andrews,  D.  D.      The    Constitutional 
Convention  of  1787.     (P.) 
15.     Justin  Winsor,  LL.  D.      Diplomatic  Wiles  and  Blunders 
connected    with    the   Northeastern    Boundary   Contro- 
versy. 
29.     William  B.  Weeden.     The  Early  African  Slave  Trade  in 
New  England.     (See  Pi-oceedings  Am.  Antiq.  Soc'y, 
Oct.,  1887.) 
Dec.     13.     Howard  W.   Preston.     The  French    Colonial    Charters 
compared  Avith  the  English. 
27.     William  A.  Mowry,  Ph.  D.     Franklin's  Diplomacy  and 
its  Results. 

1888. 
Jan.    27.     Levi  W.  Russell.     Forestry,  with    Special   Reference   to 

Rhode  Island. 
Feb.      7.     Prof.  Alpheus  S.  Packard,  Ph.  D.,  and  Prof.   Stephen  F. 
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NECROLOGY. 


Lieut. -Colonel  Chahles  H.  Parkhurst  came  from 
sturdy  old  New  England  stock.  He  was  in  the  eig-hth  gen- 
eration from  George  Parkhurst,  who  enn'ofrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  about  the  year 
1G35.  Joseph,  the  fourth  son  of  George,  removed  to 
Chelmsford,  Mass.,  four  miles  from  the  present  city  of 
Lowell,  and  there  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Sewall  and  Sarah  (Fletcher)  Parkhurst,  was 
born  March  13,  1831,  ui)on  the  farm  which  had  been  in  the 
family  for  generations. 

Colonel  Parkhurst  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Acad- 
emy, Andover,  then  under  the  principalship  of  Dr.  S.  H. 
Taylor.  He  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1852, 
and  two  years  later  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode 
Island,  having  studied  law  with  the  late  Chief  Justice  Charles 
S.  Bradley.  In  1855  and  '5G,  he  served  as  a  representative 
in  the  General  Assembly  from  the  City  of  Providence,  and 
in  1858  and  1859  as  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Magistrates. 

The  civil  war  found  him  quietly  jtracticing  his  profession 
in  Providence,  in  which  he  was  steadily  advancing,  but  his 
patriotism  would  not  permit  him  to  remain  supinely  at  home 
when  the  youth  of  the  nation  were  required  in  the  field  for 
the  national  i)rotection.  Accordingly  he  abandoned  his  law 
office  for  sterner  duties,  and  was  mustered  into  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  October  1,  1862,  as  a  captain 
in  the  Eleventh  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  to  serve  for  nine 
months.  Upon  his  muster  out,  July  13,  1863,  he  aided 
Col.  Willard  Sayles  in  forming  the    Third    Rhode    Island 
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Cavali y.  Recruiting  was  not  as  active  then  as  in  the  first 
year  of  the  war,  and  it  was  not  until  March,  18(i4,  that 
enough  companies  had  been  organized  to  entitle  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  to  be  mustered,  when  Lieut. -Colonel  Parkhurst, 
whose  commission  bore  date  rel)ruary  4,  1864,  proceeded 
to  Louisiana  and  assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  retain- 
ing it  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Sayles,  the  following 
August.  The  Third  served  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
and  there  it  performed  much  active  duty  on  picket,  and  in 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  The  war  being  over.  Colonel 
Parkhurst  resigned  his  commission,  May  26,  1865,  and  Avas 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

He  had  found  the  climate  of  Louisiana  so  delightful,  and 
had  been  absent  from  his  Rhode  Island  clientage  so  long  that 
he  determined  to  settle  in  New  Orleans,  but  a  year  and  a 
half's  experience  convinced  him  that  the  bitterness  engen- 
dered by  the  war  had  made  the  south  an  undesirable  locality 
for  a  northern  professional  man,  so  he  returned  to  Provi- 
dence and  opened  a  law  ofiice  there.  He  was  elected  City 
Solicitor  in  1868,  and  re-elected  the  five  succeeding  years, 
after  which  he  declined  further  re-elections  and  relied  solely 
upon  his  private  practice.  He  administered  his  office  with 
frreat  success,  and  as  a  draftsman  of  instruments  and  ordi- 
nances  he  was  unsurpassed.  He  accepted  no  other  public 
office  except  as  a  member  of  the  School  Committee,  a  posi- 
tion he  held  a  long  time.  Active  professional  duties  en- 
grossed his  attention  until  three  years  prior  to  his  decease, 
and  until  an  apoplectic  attack  incapacitated  him  for  intel- 
lectual labor,  and  he  gradually  failed  in  health  until  death 
came  to  his  relief,  March  25,  1889. 

Colonel  Parkhurst  was  an  active  member  of  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  Historical  Society  of  Rhode  Island,  of  which  he 
was  for  a  time  the  President,  and  two  papers  read  by  him 
before  that  society  appear  among  its  publications.  They 
are  entitled  "Incidents  of  Cavalry  Service  in  Louisiana," 
and  "Incidents  of  Service  with  the   Eleventh  Rhode  Island 
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Volunteers."  His  only  other  work  in  print  is,  "A  Fragment 
of  the  Parkhurst  Genealogy,"  which  was  printed  for  private 
distribution.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Commandeiy  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of 
the  United  States. 

Colonel  Parkhurst  was  a  successful  lawyer,  a  brave  offi- 
cer, and  a  faithful  citizen.  He  wielded  a  very  graceful  pen, 
and  it  is  to  be  re<jretted  that  he  did  not  use  it  more.  His 
disposition  was  remarkably  calm,  equable,  and  cheerful,  and 
during  the  three  years  of  suffering  and  disease  that  preceded 
his  death  no  word  of  complaint  escaped  from  his  lips. 

August  18,  1858,  he  married  Eliza  Kilton  Kathbone, 
daughter  of  the  late  Stephen  K.  Rathbone,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  them,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  but  both  died 
young,  and  his  widow  alone  survived  him. 

Colonel  Parkhurst  joined  this  society  in  1883. 

Professor  "William  Gammell,  LL.  D.,  for  seven  years 
the  iionored  President  of  this  Society,  died  in  Providence, 
Ai)ril  3,  1889.  He  was  born  in  Medtield,  Mass.,  Fel)ruary 
1(J,  1812.  His  life  and  services  were  commemorated  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Society  held  April  9,  when  a  Memo- 
rial Minute  was  adopted  which  may  be  found  on  the  ninth 
page. 

Smith  Owen  died  at  his  residence  in  Providence,  April 
17th,  1889.  He  was  the  son  of  Oliver  and  Lydia  (Dexter) 
Owen,  and  was  born  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  December  12, 
1809,  being  at  his  death  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  of  Samuel 
Owen,  who  was  born  in  Wales,  (Eng.)  in  the  year  1651, 
and  with  his  wife  and  child  came  to  America  about  the  year 
1685.  His  ol)ject  in  coming  to  this  country  was  the  enjoy- 
ment of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  He  first  landed  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, but  finding  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  more  free 
and   independent   in    religious    matters    he   came  here  and 
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settled  in  the  town  of  Providence,  Avliere  many  of  [his  de- 
scendants still  continue  to  reside. 

Mr.  Owen  received  his  early  education  in  the  private 
schools  of  his  native  town,  which  were  then  of  very  primi- 
tive character  —  receiving  no  aid  from  the  public  treasury 
—  supported  entirely  by  the  weekly  tuition  fees  paid  by  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  the  })upils.  The  education  such 
schools  afforded  was  very  limited  and  rudimentary. 

At  an  early  age  he  removed  to  this  city  and  was 
apprenticed  to  the  late  Joseph  Veazie  to  learn  the  jewelers' 
trade.  After  completing  his  apprenticeship,  he  with  his 
older  brother  George,  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Alex- 
ander Hunter,  under  the  name  of  Hunter,  Owen  &  Co.,  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  jewelry.  This  was  in  the 
year  1834.  They  commenced  business  in  the  attic  of  a 
building  on  Steeple  street  occupied  by  the  late  Jabez  Gor- 
ham  for  the  manufacture  of  silverware.  After  a  few  months 
the  co-partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hunter  retiring  from 
the  lirm.  Georoe  and  Smith  Owen  continued  the  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  G.  &  S.  Owen,  and  in  April,  1836, 
removed  to  a  small  wooden  building  they  had  erected  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street.  Their  business  prospered,  and 
they  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  their  business  facilities. 
In  1817,  the  old  wooden  building  was  removed,  and  a  new 
three-story  brick  building  was  erected  on  the  same  site. 
Here  the  business  was  carried  on  until  the  year  1850.  Then 
needino-  laroer  accomrrrodations  for  their  increasing  business, 
they  removed  to  the  second  story  of  the  Mathewson  & 
Allen  building,  on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Mathewson 
streets,  where  they  continued  business  for  many  years ; 
during  which  tiirre  other  partners  were  admitted  and  the 
name  of  the  firm  changred  to  G.  &  S.  Owen  &  Co. 

In  1872,  the  brothers,  G.  and  S.  Owen,  commenced  the 
ei-ection  of  a  six-story  building  on  the  corner  of  Snow  and 
Chapel    streets,    for  the    manufacturing  of  jewelry.     This 
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building  was  completed  in  1873,  to  which  the  firm  of  G.  & 
S.  Owen  &  Co.  removed,  and  there  continued  l)nsiness  until 
the  firm  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Owen.  For 
twenty  years  Mr.  Owen  kept  the  books  of  the  company, 
sold  the  goods,  and  attended  generally  to  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  company. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Owen  married  Mary  Eliza,  daughter  of  the 
late  John  AYestcott,  whom  he  survived  three  days,  leaving 
two  daughters,  ^lary  W.  and  Lydia  D.  Owen,  the  elder, 
Mary  \\ .,  surviving  her  father  but  three  days. 

Though  the  early  education  of  Mr.  Owen,  as  stated 
above,  was  of  the  most  rudimentary  kind,  yet  by  constant 
study,  ready  and  travel,  he  made  good  this  defect  as  far 
as  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to  so  do. 

His  opinions  upon  all  political,  social,  and  economic  ques- 
tions were  intelligent,  sound,  and  conservative,  perhaps 
slowly  formed,  but  held  with  a  firmness   not   easil}'  shaken. 

He  was  exact,  honest,  and  truthful,  in  all  his  dealings 
with  his  fellow-men  ;  did  each  day's  work  fully,  faithfullj', 
and  with  modesty  in  its  own  hours. 

His  uninterrupted  business  success  for  fifty-five  years,  in 
a  trade  which,  from  its  very  nature,  is  peculiarly  sensitive 
to  the  inliuence  of  financial  depressions,  is  the  fullest  testi- 
mony to  his  common-sense  qualities  of  mind,  his  industry, 
economy,  progressive  conservatism,  and  ))usiness  honest}'. 
He  had  no  sympathy  with  those  who  make  haste  to  be  rich, 
taking  great  risks,  often  at  the  expense  of  others.  Slow 
and  sure,  do  as  you  would  be  done  by,  high  mercantile 
honor,  were  the  guiding  principles  of  his  long  and  useful 
life. 

Mr.  Owen  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1878. 

Frederick  Milton  Ballou  was  born  in  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  June  21,  1818,  and  died  in  Providence,  May  4,  1889. 

He  entered  the  office  of  "\V.  &,  D.  D.  Farnum,  woolen 
manufacturers,  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  in  the  spring  of  1832, 
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and  soon  after  was  appointed  bookkeeper  for  the  three 
mills  located  there.  In  1840  Darius  D.  Furnum  died,  and 
his  duties  were  assumed  by  Mr.  Ballou.  In  184G  he  be- 
came superintendent  of  the  Millville  Woolen  Mill.  Two 
years  later,  in  company  with  Evans  &  Seagrave,  he  leased 
the  Farnum  Mill,  No.  2,  at  Blackstone,  and  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods  there  until  1856,  when,  on 
account  of  ill  health,  he  removed  to  Keene,  N.  H.  From 
1857  to  1859  he  was  managing  agent  of  the  Broad  Brook 
^Voolen  Mill  at  Broad  Brook,  Conn.  In  1860  he  removed 
to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  resumed  business  at  Blackstone 
with  his  old  partners,  which  was  continued  until  1872,  when 
he  retired  from  active  business. 

From  1850  to  1856  he  was  a  director  in  the  Worcester 
County  Bank  of  Blackstone,  and  the  Producers'  Bank  of 
AVoonsocket,  K.  I.  Later  he  became  a  director  in  the 
Cheshire  County  Bank,  Keene,  N.  II.  He  held  the  same 
office  in  the  Weybosset  and  the  Weybosset  National  Bank 
from  1861  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  represented  the  city  of  Providence  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature in  1870  and  1883,  and  was  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  in  the  years  1878,  '79  and  '80. 

He  was  well  knoAvn  as  a  practical,  systematic  business 
man,  Avho  attended  strictly  to  his  own  aftairs.  He  Avas 
strongly  interested  in  genealogical  subjects,  particularly  in 
the  preparation  of  the  "Ballou  History,"  from  which  much 
of  the  above  data  is  taken. 

The  following  was  found  written  in  his  note  book,  dated 
June  21,  1888: 

"  For  fifty-six  years  I  have  lived  a  busy  life.  I  have  em- 
ployed thousands  of  Avorkmen,  many  of  Avhoni  Avere  unedu- 
cated, and  trusted  implicitly  in  my  honesty  and  fair  dealing, 
and  it  is  the  great  satisfaction  of  my  business  life  that  I 
never  knoAvingly  deprived  the  laborer  of  one  dollar  of  his 
hard-earned  Avages.  As  a  business  man,  Avith  only  a  com- 
mon education,  I  have  endeavored,  first  to  make  my  business 
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prosperous;  secoiul,  to  secure  prosperity  to  nil  those  who 
were  in  business  connection  with  me ;  third,  to  make  the 
laborers  who  were  employed  by  me  interested  and  happy. 
No  employer  was  ever  better  served  than  I  have  been." 

This  extract  from  his  note  l)Ook,  written  only  three  days 
prior  to  the  attack  of  paralysis  Avhich  ultimately  l)rought  to 
an  end  his  useful  and  active  life,  well  illustrates  in  its  sim- 
ple and  modest  language  the  upright.  Christian  spirit  that 
governed  all  his  dealings  with  others,  throughout  his  career. 

His  retirement  from  a  busy  and  successful  business  life, 
Avhich  was  marked  l)y  its  long  and  honorable  course  of  per- 
fect integrity,  gave  him  the  opportunity  to  devote  himself 
more  particularly  to  those  studies  in  whicli  he  especially 
delighted,  to  the  claims  of  friendship  and  of  family  life,  and 
to  a  hearty  interest  in  all  good  works  which  might  be  of 
benefit  to  his  fellow  men. 

His  interest  in  genealogical  and  historical  subjects  was 
shown  ])y  his  laborious  work  in  the  former  department  and 
by  his  connection  with  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
as  well  as  his  deep  interest  in  political  matters,  as  has 
already  been  indicated. 

The  same  active  and  earnest  spirit  Avas  shown  in  his 
church  relations.  He  early  became  a  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  closely  identified, 
after  his  removal  to  Providence,  with  the  parishes  of  Grace 
and  St.  James,  both  of  which  he  faithfully  served  in  the 
capacity  of  vestryman  and  delegate  to  the  diocesan  con- 
vention. His  interest  in  church  work  was  shown  b}'  his 
Avillingness  to  alwa3's  give  freely  of  his  time  and  of  his 
means  to  the  extension  of  that  w^ork. 

He  was  a  ready  and  helpful  friend  to  the  poor,  Avho  so 
often  sought  his  counsel.  He  delighted  in  social  life,  to 
Avhich  he  Avas  especially  adapted  on  account  of  his  rich  store 
of  information  and  the  genial  and  kindly  spirit  Avhich 
marked  his  intercourse  Avith  others. 

His  character  Avas  so  frank  and  even,  he  was  so  modest 
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and  uniissiuning  in  ;iU  his  ways,  that  it  might  be  said  with 
perfect  truth  of  him,  that  he  gained  the  friendship  of  all, 
and  the  ill-will  of  none. 

Mr.  Ballon  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  Jan- 
uary, 1883,  and  became  thereafter  a  frequent  visitor  to  its 
cabinet.  Among  his  valuable  gifts  to  the  library  are 
Burke's  six  royal  octavo  volumes  relating  to  Heraldry  and 
other  kindred  subjects. 

Francis  Wayland  Goddard,  son  of  William  Giles  God- 
dard  and  Charlotte  Rhoda  Ives,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, May  4th,  A.  D.  1833.  He  Avas  educated  at  the  Provi- 
dence High  School,  was  a  student  at  Brown  University  in  the 
years  1851-3,  and  afterwards  spent  some  time  in  foreign 
travel.  In  186 1  he  was  a  volunteer  private  in  Company  C 
of  the  First  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Detached  Militia, 
and  aftei-wards  captain  of  the  company  of  sharpshooters 
organized  bv  its  colonel  commandino-.  He  served  with  the 
regiment  till  its  return.  A  few  years  subsequently  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cass,  daughter  of  Plenry  Ledyard,  of  New- 
port. He  resided  in  Providence  during  his  whole  life.  He 
died  suddenly  from  heart  disease.  May  16,  1889,  in  Boston. 
Mrs.  Goddard  and  two  children,  a  son  and  a  married  daugh- 
ter, survive  him. 

Mr.  Goddard  was  a  man  of  marked  and  versatile  ability. 
His  frame  was  that  of  a  muscular  athlete.  His  taste  for 
music  was  refined  and  trained.  His  acquaintance  Avith 
English  literature,  especially  political,  was  l)road  if  not 
profound.  His  own  writings  were,  for  one  who  was  neither 
teacher  nor  journalist  nor  professed  critic,  manifold  and 
laboriously  prepared.  In  1870  he  edited  and  pul)lished 
''The  Political  and  Miscellaneous  AVritings  of  William  G. 
Goddard,"*  his  father,  formerly  professor  in  Brown  Univer- 
sity, and  soon  afterwards  began  a  series  of  papers,  long  and 

*  Tlie  Political  and    Miscellaneous  AVritings  of  William  G.  Goddard,  edited  by  his 
•son,  Francis  W.  Goddard.    2  vols.,  8vo.    Trovidence,  1870.    Sidney  S.  Kider   &  Brother. 
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short,  and  upon  every  imaginable  subject,  which  appeared 
Avith  irreojular  but  never  jjreat  intervals  durinir  the  years  from 
1872  to  1888  in  the  Providence  Journal.  Many  of  these 
were  signed  "Observer,"  but  this  was  only  one  of  many 
subscriptions  used  by  Mr.  Goddard.  The  first  of  these 
papers  which  I  find  in  his  scrap-book  was  on  a  topic  of 
much  local  interest  half  a  generation  ago,  i.  e.,  "An  inquiry 
into  the  question,  Can  a  man  sell  cotton  short  and  still  be  a 
Christian  ?  "  The  last  was  a  musical  criticism  of  the  work 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Choral  Association.  It  was  Mr.  God- 
dard's  pen  which  gave  to  the  Journal  the  admirable  life 
sketches  of  Crawford  Allen,  John  Carter  Brown,  Robert 
Hale  Ives,  Thomas  Perkins  Shepard  and  Abraham  Howard 
Okie.  Much  of  this  newspaper  work  was  political,  and 
here  Mr.  Goddard  uniformly  showed  great  vigor  and  ample 
knowledije.  Few  of  us  aoreed  with  him  in  all  his  conclu- 
sions,  for  Mr.  Goddard  recked  little  of  the  warning,  cave  a 
consequentf'cs,  words  of  special  value  when  the  formula  of 
logical  thought  are  to  be  used  in  the  structure  of  political 
action,  but  he  was  always  clear,  bold,  incisive,  open  and 
fair,  so  that  he  was  at  once  a  fascinating  friend  and  a  de- 
lightful foe.  His  range  was  very  wide.  That  the  same 
man  should  have  written  the  article  on  "  The  Music  Teach- 
ers' National  Association,"  in  the  Journal  of  June  28,  1883, 
and  that  on  the  "Sullivan-Mitchell  prize  fight,"  in  the  Jour- 
nal of  April  1,  1888,  is  surprising;  that  he  could  have 
studied  for  each  of  these  with  equal  interest  and  thorough- 
ness, and  have  elal)orated  each  with  equal  care  and  fervor, 
is  yet  more  so. 

]\[r.  Goddard  was  from  boyhood  devoted  to  his  piano. 
His  ear  was  quick  and  true,  and  he  became  a  l)rilliant 
though  not  a  scientitic  performer.  He  loved  music,  but 
he  never  mastered  the  theory  of  harmony.  Still  he  became 
a  composer,  and  published  two  compositions  for  the  piano, 
one  a  waltz,*  the  other  a  study  in  technical  executionf 

*  Hopelands,  Valse  Sentimentale.    Published  In  1881  by  J.  N.  Pattison,  New  York. 
t  Nocturne  lor  left  hand  alone.    Published  in  1883  by  Oliver  Ditson  &  Co.,  Boston. 
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In  1885  Mr.  Goddard  organized  the  Rhode  Island  Choral 
Association,  a  chartered  society  for  musical  culture,  to 
which  he  devoted  unbroken  labor,  and  of  which  he  became 
and  remained  both  the  President  and  the  guiding  spirit.  A 
chorus  was  formed,  numbering  three  hundred  and  tifty,  and 
rehearsals  under  Carl  Zerrahn  began  in  March,  1886.  The 
chorus  increased  to  five  hundred  in  1889.  Concerts  were 
given  every  winter,  and  a  festival  of  five  concerts  closed 
the  season  of  1888-9.  ]\Ir.  Goddard  wrote  nothing  which 
gave  him  more  pleasure  than  his  annual  addresses  as  Presi- 
dent, in  the  autumns  of  1886,  1887  and  1888.  He  did 
nothing  in  which  he  took  more  interest  than  in  planning 
for  the  success  and  useful  work  of  this  Society.  How  well 
his  task  was  performed  even  his  associates  did  not  fully 
understand  till  his  death.  When  his  guidance  and  sup- 
port were  removed  the  Society  collapsed.  It  contained 
men  of  wealth  and  culture,  and  skill  in  management,  men 
of  musical  talent  and  thorough  training,  but  none  could  be 
found  who  combined,  w^ith  the  needful  leisure,  the  peculiar 
ability  required  to  conduct  the  Association.  Mr.  Goddard's 
death  was  a  serious  injury  to  the  educational  machinery  of 
our  State  ;  could  he  have  lived  a  few  years  longer  he  would 
have  added  to  it  a  musical  society  firmly  esta1)lished,  infiu- 
ential  and  famous. 

For  the  conventionalities  of  common  opinion  Mr.  Goddaul 
had  an  impatient  intolerance.  In  a  mercantile  community 
he  w^ent  to  his  oflice  desk  as  a  peccant  priest  goes  to  his  daily 
penance.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  penance  was 
not  long  performed.  He  published  anonymously  careful 
criticisms  of  historical  essays  and  political  pamphlets,  and 
sio-ned  his  own  name  to  an  elaborate  paper  on  the  relative 
merits  of  two  well-known  pugilists  ;  but  this  paper  was  m 
its  way  such  a  dissertation  as  a  German  professor  prepares 
to  o-i-eet  his  rival's  treatise  on  the  Greek  particles.  He  would 
not,  perhaps  could  not,  work  on  with  unflagging  drudgery 
which  economists  tell  us  secures  the   greatest  product  Ironi 
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life's  labor ;  which  moralists  assure  us  wins  the  maximum 
of  happiness  from  what  is  also  the  maximum  of  discomfort. 
But  he  certuinl\'  did  a  great  deal,  and  did  it  very  well. 
This  is  high  praise,  and  praise  which  he  wholly  deserves. 

John  Spurr  Oumsbee  was  born  in  Providence,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1816,  and  died  June  5,  1881).  He  was  the  only  son 
of  Captain  John  Ilolden  Ormsbee,  and  his  first  wife,  Eliza 
Spurr,  who  died  December  19,  1819.  Mr.  Ormsbee's 
father  had  a  high  reputation  as  a  sea  captain,  and  he  was  a 
man  of  most  courteous  bearing.  j\Ir.  Ormsl)ee's  natural 
grandfather  was  John  Spuir,  who  held  a  commission  as 
major  in  the  Continental  arm}^  and  was  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  stirring  events  of  the  Revolutionary  period. 
After  attending  school  for  some  years  in  his  native  town, 
Mr.  Ormsl)ee,  full  of  the  adventurous  spirit  of  the  young 
men  of  his  day,  commenced  the  career  of  a  sailor,  making 
voyages  to  the  East  Indies,  Holland,  Sweden  and  other 
faraway  ports,  and  at  eighteen  years  of  age  found  himself 
first  officer  of  one  of  the  best  ships  sailing  from  the  port  of 
Providence.  Tiring  of  a  sea  life  young  Ormsbee  entered 
upon  a  business  life  in  Providence  in  1834.  Afterwards  he 
removed  to  New  York,  where  he  filled  a  position  of  trust  in 
a  prominent  mercantile  house.  This  house  meeting  with 
reverses  in  bu.siness,  ]Mr.  Ormsbee  returned  to  Providence 
and  entering  into  partnership  with  the  late  Albert  Dailey, 
for  some  years  carried  on  an  extensive  business. 

December  31,  1845,  Mr.  Ormsbee  married  Charlotte  F. 
Fletcher,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Fletcher  of  this  city. 
Three  daughters  were  the  issue  of  this  marriage. 

In  1849  ]Mr.  Orms])ee  entered  the  firm  of  Fletcher  Broth- 
ers, now  the  Fletcher  Manufacturing  Company.  This  firm 
was  estaldished  in  1793,  :ind  upon  its  incorporation  in  1865 
Mr.  Ormsbee  was  elected  to  the  ofiice  of  treasurer,  which 
position  he  filled  up  to  the  date  of  his  decease,  after  a 
continuous  service  of  fifty-one  years.     His   wife,   Charlotte 
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F.  Omisbee,  died  Februaiy  27,  1878.  Fel)ruaiy  3,  1880, 
]\li-.  Ormsbee  married  Mary  G.  Rhodes,  second  daughter  ot" 
the  hite  George  W.  Rhodes  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Ormsbee  filled  many  positions  of  trust  during  his 
long  business  life.  He  was  for  many  years  a  director  in 
the  Phenix  National  Bank  ;  also  in  the  Manufacturers'  Mu- 
tual Fire  Insurance  Compan}'.  During  the  days  of  the 
volunteer  lire  department  he  was  an  enthusiastic  and  prom- 
inent meml)er  and  officer  of  the  same,  and,  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1848,  was  elected  a  firewarden  by  the  City  Council  of 
the  city  of  Providence.  During  the  Dorr  War  he  was  found 
on  the  side  of  law  and  order,  serving  in  the  position  of 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General  of  the  State.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati,  of  the  Veteran  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Providence  Marine  Corps  of  Artillery,  the 
Providence  Marine  Society,  the  Providence  Veteran  Fire- 
men's Association,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry.  He  had  neither 
desire  nor  taste  for  public  office,  but  was  a  strong  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  never  allowing  an  election  to  take 
place  in  his  native  cit}^  without  casting  his  vote.  He  pos- 
sessed the  qualities  which  go  towards  the  making  of  a  good 
citizen,  viz.  :  Honesty,  industry  and  intelligence.  He 
exemplified  many  sterling  traits  of  character  in  connection 
with  St.  Stephen's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  was  many  years  a  member  and  a  vestryman.  He  became 
a  member  of  this  Society  in  December,  1862. 

Hon.  James  Clifford  Hiddex  was  l)orn  in  AValpole, 
]Mass,  May  15,  1813,  and  died  in  Providence,  June  24,  1889. 
He  was  given  the  name  James  after  his  father  and  his  grand- 
father, and  the  name  Clifford  was  added  in  honor  of  his 
mother,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Francis  Clifibrd,  and  was 
also  a  cousin  of  Betsey  AVilliams,  to  whom  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence is  indebted  for  its  Roger  Williams  Park.  Though 
born  in  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Hidden  was  removed  to  Provi- 
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dence  dining  his  infancy,  and  hero  })assed  most  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  Kliode  Island  man,  being  intimately  related  to 
several  Rhode  Island  families,  whose  intliience  on  his  charac- 
ter is  readily  traced.  He  attended  the  common  and  private 
schools  of  his  day,  and  among  his  honored  teachers  were 
the  late  Oliver  Angell  and  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn.  Pie  be- 
came in  dne  course  a  teacher  of  youth,  and,  while  acting  in 
that  capacity,  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  at  acquiring  as  well 
as  imparting  instruction.  Not  satisfied  with  the  mere  rudi- 
ments of  an  education,  he  sought  to  be  well  ijrounded  in 
science,  art,  law  and  medicine.  His  medical  .studies  were 
pursued  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  John  Mackie,  and  his 
legal  studies  with  the  Hon.  Joseph  jNI.  Blake,  of  Bristol. 
Though  he  never  practised  law  or  medicine,  he  stated  to  the 
Avriter  not  long  before  his  death,  that  he  had  derived  great 
advantages  from  these  earl}^  studies.  Well  instructed,  well 
informed  and  well  trained,  he  entered  upon  a  business  career 
with  advantages  which  were  recognized  and  appreciated  by 
the  foremost  citizens  of  the  State.  In  the  engraving  and 
copper-plate  printing  business,  in  which  he  was  first  engaged, 
he  showed  tact,  skill  and  enterprise,  and  thus  won  success 
and  honor.  He  honored  and  dignified  the  positions  and 
offices  which  he  filled.  Indeed,  he  would  undertake  no 
business,  acce[)t  no  office  and  take  no  position  without  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  duties  that  devolved  on  him. 
As  a  mem]:)er  and  President  of  the  Conunon  Council  of 
Providence,  as  a  member  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re[)- 
resentatives,  as  an  umpire  to  decide  on  the  division  or  dis- 
position of  large  or  small  estates,  and  as  a  citizen,  he  showed 
traits  of  character  that  command  respect,  and  virtues  and 
graces  that  adorn  and  dignify  humanity. 

He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1873. 

Hox.  Francis  Bkinley  died  at  Newport,  June  14,  18<S9. 
He  was  l)orn  in  Boston,  November  10,  1800.  He  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  (Henshaw  Harris)  Brin- 
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ley,  and  grandson  of  Edward  Brinley,  of  Boston.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  in  1818,  read  law  in  the  office  of  Williarti 
Sullivan,  of  Boston,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1821. 
While  residing  in  Boston  he  was  repeatedly  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council ;  in  1850  he  was  President  of  that  body, 
and  in  1852  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  also  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  In 
Boston  he  took  an  active  part  in  military  matters,  and  Avas 
three  times  elected  to  the  command  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  that  city.  In  1857  he  took 
up  his  residence  at  Tyngsbrough,  Mass.,  and  in  1863  he  was 
sent  to  the  State  Senate  from  that  district.  In  1867  he  re- 
moved to  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  resided  there  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  In  1870  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly from  Newport. 

Col.  Brinley  took  an  active  part  in  the  effort  to  preserve 
the  history  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  Vice-President  of  this 
Society,  President  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  and 
one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Redwood  Li1)rary,  and  was  alive 
to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
held  an  honorable  position. 

His  wife,  who  survives  him,  and  to  whom  he  was  married 
June  11,  1833,  was  Sarah  Olcott  Porter,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Porter,  of  Newbury,  Vt. 

He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1870,  and  was  a 
Vice-President  from  1873  to  1887,  exerting  a  highly  appre- 
ciated influence  in  favor  of  historical  pursuits. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Lunt  Caldwell,  D.  D.  ,  LL.  D., 
was  born  in  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  November  13, 
1820,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Providence,  September  26,. 
1889.  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (Lunt)  Cald- 
Avell.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  grammar 
school  in  his  native  town,  and  having  entered  Waterville 
College,  now  Colby  University,  in  1835,  Avas  graduated  at 
that   institution    in  1839.     After   his  graduation  he  Avas  n 
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teacher  for  tour  years,  one  year  in  the  Academy  at  Hampton 
Tails,  N.  H.,  and  three  years  as  head-master  of  the  West 
Grammar  School  in  Newburyport.  Having,  however,  de- 
termined u[)on  the  ministry  as  his  profession,  he  entered 
Newton  Theological  Institution  in  1842,  and  pursued  there 
the  three  years'  course  of  theological  study,  leaving  the  In- 
stitution in  1845.  During  the  winter  of  1845-6  he  supplied 
the  pulpit  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Alexandria,  Virginia. 
In  the  spring  of  1846  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First 
Bai)tist  Church  in  Bangor,  Maine,  which  office  he  retained 
for  twelve  years.  In  1858  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  and  entered 
upon  its  duties  on  Sunday,  June  13.  After  a  service  here 
of  fifteen  years,  he  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  August  28, 
1873,  and  on  the  following  Sunda}',  September  3d,  preached 
to  his  people  his  last  sermon  as  their  minister,  which  was 
happil}^  entitled  "  The  Parting  Benediction,"  which,  in  its 
tenderness  of  tone  and  its  truly  Christian  spirit  and  con- 
tents, was  a  summing  up  of  all  his  ministry,  and  contained 
in  it  indeed  "the  sum  of  Christianity  itself."  Dr.  Caldwell 
now  entered  upon  a  new  career  of  Christian  service,  having 
accepted  a  call  to  Xewton  Theological  Institution  as  Profes- 
sor of  Church  History,  a  department  of  theological  instruc- 
tion for  which  he  was  well  fitted  l)y  his  historical  tastes  and 
knowledge.  ^Yiih  his  work  in  this  department  he  united 
instruction  in  homiletics,  for  which  he  was  equally  well  tit- 
ted  l)y  his  tine  qualities  as  a  critic  and  a  writer.  From  Xew- 
ton, after  a  service  of  five  years.  Dr.  Caldwell  was  called  to 
the  Presidency  of  Yassar  College,  an  office  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  for  seven  years,  from  1878  to  1885. 
He  had  now  reached  the  age  of  sixtv-nine,  and  having 
passed  twenty-seven  years  in  pastoral  service,  and  twelve 
in  educational,  he  laid  off  the  toils  and  cares  of  professional 
life  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Providence,  where  he  spent  his 
last  four  years,  in  the  midst  of  the  many  friends  whom  he 
had  made  during  his  fifteen  years'  pastorate,  and  occupied 
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with  congenial  literary  and  religious  labors.  Such  is  a  l)rief 
view  of  Dr.  CaldwelTs  outward  life.  But  to  delineate  in  any 
just  proportions  his  inner  life,  to  set  forth  the  excellences  of 
his  character,  moral  and  intellectual,  the  genial  qualities  of 
his  nature,  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  the  fineness  and 
richness  of  his  culture,  and  his  tastes  and  habits  as  a  student, 
Avriter  and  preacher,  were  a  task  the  execution  of  which 
would  require  more  space  than  can  be  given  to  this  notice. 
The  gentleness  and  grace  and  dignity  of  his  nature  gave  form 
and  pressure  to  his  Ijcaring  and  manners  and  character,  and 
characterized  also  his  habits  and  influence  as  a  scholar  and 
preacher,  and  his  style  as  a  writer.  His  culture  was  truly  lib- 
eral, gathered  genially  from  all  fair  and  rich  domains  of  art, 
letters  and  science.  He  was  studiously  fond  of  good  litera- 
ture, and  was  conversant  with  the  thought  and  the  diction' 
of  great  writers  in  prose  and  in  verse.  He  loved  all  that 
was  beautiful  and  noble  in  art,  and  made  himself  acquainted 
with  its  master-pieces  in  })ainting  and  in  sculpture.  In  the 
lecture-room,  in  the  pulpit,  and  also  wherever  he  appeared 
as  a  writer,  he  knew  how  to  blend  the  agreeable  with  the 
useful,  and  at  once  to  instruct  and  to  entertain  his  hearers  or 
readers.  His  published  essays,  historical  and  literary,  all 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  great  themes,  bear  marks  of 
large  and  well-digested  knowledge,  and  of  elegant  scholar- 
ship. The  articles  which  he  contributed  to  the  Providence 
Journal  in  the  later,  but  especially  the  earlier  years  of  his 
residence  here,  were  always  of  a  high  order  of  literary 
work.  Of  his  sermons  it  has  been  well  said  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hovey,  of  Newton,  that  "many  of  them  were  religious 
meditations,  thoughtful,  elevated,  spiritual,  and  comforting 
to  the  people  of  God,  l)ut  not  surcharged  with  energy  or 
emotion — there  was  sure  to  be  in  all  of  them  a  rich  and 
warm  glow  of  autumn  sunlight,  revealing  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord  in  His  works,  and  beckoning  the  devout  into  a  realm 
of  peace.  And  on  special  occasions,  as  at  the  semi-centen- 
nial of  the  Missionary  Union,  the   greatness  of  his  power 
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AViis  manifest;  his  thoughts  were  nol)le,  majestic,  command- 
ing, solid  as  truth  and  uplifting  as  eternity,  and  his  hm- 
guage  was  instinct  with  force  as  well  as  beauty." 

Dr.  Caldwell  became  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society 
in  1887,  but  he  was  always  interested  in  its  work,  as  in  all 
historical  labors  and  studies,  and  his  presence  and  his  voice 
Avere  always  welcome  at  its  meetings. 

Dr.  Caldwell's  last  illness  was  a  very  short  one,  and  the 
suddenness  of  his  death  was  a  sad  shock  to  the  community 
in  which  he  had  lived  many  years,  and  where  he  was  hon- 
ored and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  Especially  was  he 
lamented  by  the  Church  to  which  he  had  formerly  minis- 
tered, and  of  which  in  recent  years  he  was  so  useful  a  mem- 
ber. But  here  along  with  the  remembrance  of  his  many 
services  early  and  late,  it  was  a  cause  of  profound  gratitude 
that  he  had  been  si)ared  to  prepare  and  deliver  his  discourse 
at  the  two  hundred  and  riftieth  anniversar}^  of  the  founding 
of  the  Church,  a  service  of  inestimable  excellence  and  value, 
and,  as  a  last  one,  a  fitting  close  to  his  long  and  useful  life. 

Ly.man  Klai'I'  was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  Captain  Roger  Clapj),  who  arrived  at  Nantasket, 
in  Massachusetts  Bay,  May  30,  1G30,  in  the  ship  Mary  and 
John,  the  passengers  of  which  were  the  first  settlers  of 
Dorchester.  At  the  first  regular  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary of  the  colony,  in  1644,  Roger  Clapp  Avas  the  lieutenant 
of  the  Dorchester  Company,  of  which  he  was  afterwards 
captain,  and  August  10,  1665,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
General  Court,  Captain  of  the  Castle  (now  Fort  Independ- 
ence) in  Boston  Harbor,  at  a  salary  of  £50  per  annum,  a 
position  he  held  for  twenty-one  years  and  until  he  was 
seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Lyman  Klapp  was  the  seventh 
of  the  eight  children  of  Bela  Parsons  and  Cynthia  (Carr) 
Clapp,  and  was  born  in  Westhampton,  Mass.,  July  16, 
1827.  The  late  Dr.  Sylvanus  Clapp  of  Pawtucket,  and  the 
present  Bela  P.  Clapp  of  the  same  place,  were  respectively 
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the  eldest  and  youngest  l)rotliers  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who,  on  ai'rivingjit  man's  estate,  substituted  a  K  for  a 
C  in  spelling  the  family  name. 

The  common  schools  of  Massachusetts  afforded  young 
Ivlajip  the  rudiments  of  his  education,  and  when  fourteen 
years  old  he  left  his  father's  roof.  He  spent  three  years  in 
Pawtucket,  li.  I.,  and  one  j^ear  at  Chicopee,  Mass.,  as  a 
drug  clerk,  and  then  lie  went  to  New  York  as  a  student  in 
the  lal)oratory  of  Edward  N.  Kent,  who  was  the  first  person 
in  America  to  put  out  a  sign  as  Analytical  and  Consulting- 
Chemist,  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  he  returned  to  Paw- 
tucket and  engaged  in  business  as  an  apothecary,  at  first  in 
partnership  with  a  brother,  and  afterwards  alone- 

In  1853  he  sailed  for  Africa  in  the  bark  Warren  White, 
as  supercargo  for  Messrs.  Greene  &  Arnold,  of  Providence, 
intending  to  establish  a  trading  station  there,  Init,  arrived  at 
Mozaml)iquc,  he  found  it  impracticable  to  carry  out  his 
plans,  owing  to  the  existence  of  slave  wars  among  the  coast 
tribes  in  the  neighborhood.  He  was  much  interested  in  the 
adventures  of  Dr.  Livingstone,  wdio  was  then  exploring  the 
region  round  Mozambique,  and  whom  at  one  time  he  pro- 
posed to  join.  He  remained  several  months  at  Mozam- 
bique, and  so  keen  an  observer  as  he  could  not  fail  to  note 
the  products  of  the  country  and  the  opportunities  they 
afforded.  The  large  exportation  of  sesame  seed  from  there  to 
the  port  of  Marseilles  in  France,  where  oil  was  extracted 
from  it,  awakened  his  attention,  and  on  his  return  to 
America  he  brought  a  quantity  of  this  seed  with  him  for  the 
purpose  of  experiment.  This  was  the  starting  point  of  a 
new  industry,  for  it  caused  Mr.  Klapp  to  originate  experi- 
ments that  eventuated  in  the  practical  manufacture  of  cotton 
seed  oil,  of  which'  great  industry  Lyman  Klapp  was  the 
founder. 

Arrived  in  Providence  with  the  sesame  seed,  Mr.  Klapp, 
aided  by  the  means  and  the  sympathy  of  the  late  Henry  L. 
Kendall,  began  a  long  course  of  experiments  relating  to  ex- 
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tractinir  oil  from  both  animal  and  vegetable  substances. 
Prior  to  this  time  oil  had  l)een  obtained  in  very  small  quan- 
tities in  a  very  imi)erfect  "way  from  sea  island  cotton  seed. 
TluLsfarit  had  l)cen  found  impossible  to  hull  upland  cotton 
seed,  as  in  ginning  the  cotton  some  of  it  Avould  cling  to  the 
seed,  and  this  had  proved  to  bean  insuperal)le  obstacle  to  its 
practical  use.  Mr.  Klapp  Avas  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to 
solve  the  problem  how  to  utilize  all  varieties  of  cotton  seed 
for  oil,  as  he  was  satisfied  it  contained  the  germ  of  a  great 
industry.  He  visited  Europe,  and  especially  Alarseilles  ;  he 
experimented  constantly  in  manufacturing  and  refining  veg- 
etable oils,  and  he  applied  himself  to  devise  machinery  for 
hulling  the  seed.  His  efforts  achieved  success,  and  in  1855, 
assisted  by  the  cai)ital  of  Mr.  Kendall  and  other  associates, 
he  founded  the  Union  Oil  Company  of  Providence  and  New 
Orleans,  of  which,  at  his  death,  he  was  president. 

As  Mr.  Klapp  was  the  first  person  to  succeed  in  making 
and  rotiningoil  from  upland  cotton  seed,  and  was,  moreover, 
the  founder  of  the  oldest  cotton-seed  oil  mill  in  the  country, 
the  reader  of  a  sketch  of  his  life  will  na,turally  be  interested 
in  the  present  extent  of  this  important  industry.  The  fol- 
lowing account,  written  but  a  very  few  years  before  Mr. 
Klapp's  death,  upon  information  gleaned  from  him,  is  bor- 
rowed from  Mr.  W.  A.  Greene's  work  entitled,  TJie  Provi- 
dence Plantations  for  250  Years:  "At  present  there  are 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  cotton-oil  mills  in  the 
United  States.  "Within  a  short  time,  the  capital  stock  of 
nearly  all  these  corporations  has  been  acquired  by  an  organ- 
ization known  as  the  American  Cotton  Oil  Trust,  which 
to-day  is  one  of  the  largest  business  enterprises  in  this 
country,  representing  a  capital  of  over  thirty-tive  million 
dollars.  The  mills  belonoiufr  to  this  trust  crush  an- 
nually  about  six  hundred  thousand  tons  of  cotton  seed, 
producing  about  twenty-two  million  gallons  of  oil,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  million  pounds  of  cake  and  meal,  and  some 
fifteen   million  pounds  of  cotton.     The  oil  has  been  intro- 
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duced  into  every  civilized  country  on  the  globe,  and  is  used 
principally  as  an  article  of  food,  which,  owing  to  the  per- 
fection of  the  refining  processes,  makes  it  one  of  the  most 
healthful  as  Avell  as  palatable  substances  known.  It  is  also 
used  extensively  for  burning  in  mines,  for  soap  making  and 
for  various  other  purposes.  The  cotton-seed  oil  cake  and 
meal  is  the  richest  animal  food  known,  and  for  producing 
milk  and  fat  is  now  generally  used  in  this  country,  England, 
Scotland,  Holland  and  the  northern  countries  of  Europe.  It 
is  also  largely  used  as  a  fertilizer,  especially  on  the  cotton 
and  sugar  plantations  of  the  South."  Mr.  Klapp  was  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  American  Cotton  Oil  Trust,  a  meml)er  of 
its  executive  committee,  and  for  a  time  and  until  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  resign,  its  president. 

Mr.  Klapp  was  a  zealous  Free  Mason,  a  thorough  ritualist, 
and  was  well  informed  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  craft. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  at  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  in  Union  Lodge, 
No.  10,  in  1853.  He  received  the  degrees  of  ('apitular 
Masonry  in  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1,  in 
1855,  and  the  orders  of  Knighthood  were  conferred  upon 
him  by  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  of  Providence,  in 
1857.  He  afterwards  became  a  charter  member  of  Calvary 
Coniinandery.  He  received  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Provi- 
dence Council,  No.  1,  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  received  the  degrees  of  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  upon  the  establishment  of  those 
bodies  in  Providence  in  1860.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence,  its  first  Senior 
AVarden,  and  elected  its  second  Master  in  1859.  He  was 
elected  High  Priest  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in 
1860,  and  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  in  1862.  He  was 
elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  in  1883,  and  reelected  in 
1884  and  1885. 
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Mr.  Khipp  was  a  very  earnest  meml^er  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he  was 
identified  with  St.  Stephen's  Parish,  Providence,  and  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  parish  he  was  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  figures,  being  at  one  time  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School,  and  for  many  years  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  vestryman,  clerk  of  the  vestry  and  corpora- 
tion, and  delegate  to  the  diocesan  convention. 

He  was  a  thoroughly  self-made  man,  with  a  pronounced 
character,  earnest  in  his  views  and  fearless  in  the  expression 
of  them.  Though  his  o[)i)ortunities  for  scholastic  education 
were  limited,  vet  he  wielded  a  ojraceful  as  well  as  a  vigorous 
pen.  Apart  from  his  addresses  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  Rhode  Island,  but  a  single  work  of  his  is  known  to  be  in 
print,  and  this  is  an  address  read  before  Calvary  Comman- 
dery  at  Providence  on  Saint  Agnes  Eve,  1880,  entitled  : 
TJie  Injiue)i(:p  of  Clirisliaii  Qhivalnj  and  tlie  Monastic 
Orders  of  the  Church  Upon  the  KniyJils  Tenq)lars  of  the 
Middle  Ages. 

February  10,  1858,  Mr.  Klapp  married  jNIiss  Abigail 
Allis,  daughter  of  Capt.  Silas  Billings,  of  Hatfield,  Mass., 
Avho  with  one  daughter  survives  him.  He  died  suddenly  of 
heart  disease  in  his  carriage,  September  27,  1889,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  at  Swan  Point  Cemetery. 

]Mr.  Khipp  joined  this  society  in  1883. 

Alexander  Duncan.  One  name  disappears  from  the  roll 
of  our  members  which  has  stood  there  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
and  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  Alexander  Duncan  was 
born  in  Scotland,  May  2G,  1805,  his  father  being  Mr. 
Alexander  Duncan  of  Parkhill,  Cuboath,  and  his  mother, 
Jessie  Duncan,  daughter  of  Mr.  Patrick  Scott,  of  Rossie, 
Scotland,  ^^'hen  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  to 
this  country  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Canandaigua, 
X.  y.  After  graduating  at  Yale  College  in  1828,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  after- 
wards became  a  counsellor.  In  the  year  1837,  after  his 
marriage  to  Sarah  Butler,  daughter  of  Samuel  Butler  and 
niece  of  Cyrus  Butler  of  this  city,  he  moved  with  his  family 
to  Sodus  Bay,  near  Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  death  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  William  Butler,  he  became  a  citizen  of 
Providence.  Here  he  remained  until  18G3,  when  he  re- 
moved to  a  country  estate  in  Liecester,  England,  and  passed 
his  time  between  his  rural  residence  and  his  house  in  Lon- 
don. Until  near  the  close  of  his  life  he  was  accustomed  to 
spend  a  portion  of  the  year  in  his  native  Scotland,  where 
many  of  his  old  Rhode  Island  friends  have  enjoyed  his  lib- 
eral hospitality.  He  died  at  North  House,  near  London, 
on  the  14th  of  October,  1889,  his  excellent  wife,  whose  noble 
benefactions  brought  comfort  to  so  many  hearts,  having  but 
a  little  while  before  entered  into  her  final  rest. 

This  is  in  few  words  the  outline  of  Mr.  Duncan's  life  ; 
but  to  do  full  justice  to  his  character  and  to  tell  of  all  the 
good  things  he  has  done,  would  require  more  space  than  is 
now  at  our  command.  It  was  not  his  great  wealth  and  the 
fact  of  his  paying  the  largest  tax  in  Rhode  Island  that  made 
him  prominent,  but  the  uses  to  which  he  put  his  fortune ; 
for  his  name  was  identified  with  every  one  of  our  important 
benevolent  institutions  as  a  liberal  contributor,  if  not  as 
an  active  and  efficient  servant.  The  Butler  Asylum,  the 
Rhode  Island  Hospital,  the  Children's  Home,  Brown  Uni- 
versity, the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  St.  Elizabeth  Home,  the  St.  Mary's  Orphanage, 
and  many  other  similar  organizations  numbered  him  among 
their  most  generous  benefactors.  Long  after  he  had  ceased 
to  reside  amongst  us,  and  to  the  very  end  of  his  life,  he  con- 
tinued to  show  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  city  and 
State,  and  responded  liberally  to  every  reasonable  call  for 
pecuniary  aid. 
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Few  men  in  Mr.  Duncan's  social  position  have  manifested 
a  more  active  interest  in  public  atlairs.  He  was  conspicu- 
ous in  the  old  fire  department  for  his  activity  and  zeal  ;  he 
took  the  deepest  interest  in  our  public  schools  and  served 
for  a  time  as  an  influential  meml)er  of  the  school  commit- 
tee ;  he  identified  himself  with  the  great  public  improve- 
ments that  tended  to  increase  the  power  and  prosperity  of 
the  city,  serving  as  the  first  president  of  the  Providence  and 
AVorcester  Rnilroad  ;  he  was  a  faithful  visitor  of  our  hospi- 
tals and  asylums,  and  an  active  officer  in  the  church  to 
Avhich  he  belonged.  The  stately  business  edifices  Avhich 
adorn  our  streets,  and  which,  until  ]Mr.  Duncan  set  the  ex- 
ample, were  not  very  numerous,  and  in  which  so  large  a 
portion  of  his  income  was  invested,  will  long  stand  as  a 
monument  of  his  wise  and  far-reaching  enterprise. 

Of  the  private  deeds  of  munificence,  of  the  relief  and 
comfort  that  his  charities  and  those  of  his  noble-hearted 
wife  brought  to  multitudes  of  the  poor  and  sufiering,  no 
record  will  ever  be  made  here  below;  but  now  that  they 
rest  from  their  labors,  their  works  follow  them  into  a  higher 
sphere,  and  find  their  answer  and  their  record  there. 

Of  Mr.  Duncan's  domestic  and  private  life,  and  of  his 
general  traits  of  character,  the  writer  has  had  some  knowl- 
edge, and  there  is  no  need  of  any  reserve  in  what  may  be 
said  of  him.  Modest,  unassuming,  courteous,  unobtrusive, 
simple  in  his  demeanor,  and  at  the  same  time  positive,  firm, 
outspoken,  and  never  shrinking  from  the  expression  of  his 
own  opinion,  a  true  friend,  and  one  who  never  forgot  or  lost 
his  interest  in  his  old  companions,  however  separated  from 
them  by  time  and  distance  ;  a  loving  husband  and  father, 
upon  whom  all  the  household  leaned  with  the  fondest  love 
and  the  most  implicit  trust,  whose  presence  lightened  every 
cloud  and  shed  abroad  through  the  house  an  atmosphere  of  rest 
and  peace  ;  a  true,  sincere  and  earnest  follower  of  Christ,  rest- 
ing all    his  hopes  upon  that  Saviour's  love,  and  trying  to 
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follow  in   His   footsteps  —  what  more  need  be  said,  and  all 
this  can  be  said  honestly  and  truthfully. 

Mr.  Duncan  was  still  clinging  to  the  hope  of  visiting  his 
old  Rhode  Island  friends  once  more,  the  handful  of  those 
who  still  survive,  but  it  was  ordered  that  he  should  take 
another  and  a  more  eventful  journey,  and  now  he  has  passed 
over  the  deep,  mysterious  sea,  which  we  must  all  traverse, 
and  has,  as  we  lirmly  believe,  entered  upon  that  new  world 
where  there  is  no  more  ni^ht. 

Mr.  Duncan  became  a  resident  member  of  this  Society  in 
1841  and  a  life  member  in  1880.  Among  his  gifts  to  the 
Society  is  a  large  framed  portrait  of  Washington,  engraved 
in  London,  while  he  was  commander-in-chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can army;  also,  an  impression  of  an  inscription  and  coat-of- 
arms  on  a  memorial  tablet  in  Solgrave,  Northamptonshire, 
England. 

John  Andrews  Hoavland  died  in  Providence,  Oct.  25, 
1889.  Pie  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Susannah  (Andrews) 
Rowland,  who  were  married  in  Providence  December  27, 
1794,  and  had  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Providence,  and  three  now  survive.  John  Andrews,  who 
was  the  youngest  but  two,  was  born  September  2,  1809.  He 
spent  most  of  his  life  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits  in  his 
native  city.  He  was  married  Feb.  16,  1836,  to  Emily 
Langley,  of  Providence,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon 
Joshua  Langley,  and  she  died  Feb.  10,  1875.  He  had  four- 
teen children,  all  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  and  his  wife 
lived  from  the  date  of  their  marriage  till  their  death.  Four  of 
the  children  died  in  infancy  and  seven  are  still  living,  includ- 
ing Carver  Howland,  a  graduate  of  West  Point  Military 
Academy,  who  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  is  now  stationed  at  Fort  Sherman  in  Idaho. 

Mr.  Howland  was  a  descendant  (of  the  sixth  generation) 
of  John  Howland,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  the  Mayflower 
an  1620.     He  was  also  a  nephew  of  John  Howland,  of  Revo- 
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lntionary  memory,  who  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Khode  Ishmd  Historical  Society,  and  was  its  President 
more  than  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Rowland  became  a  member  of  this  Society  July  19, 
1843,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  second  member 
in  point  of  seniority.  He  remarked  to  the  writer,  not  long 
before  his  death,  that  though  other  persons  had  been  more 
years  connected  with  the  Society  than  himself,  he  had  proba- 
bly attended  more  of  its  meetings  than  any  living  or  past 
member,  having  attended  all  but  three  or  four  of  the  meet- 
ings that  had  been  held  during  nearly  half  a  century.  Com- 
ing early  and  taking  a  seat  nearly  in  front  of  the  speaker, 
he  rarely  missed  a  word  that  was  spoken. 

He  recognized  the  Society  as  a  means  of  education.  The 
topics  discussed  and  the  acquaintances  formed  exerted  an 
appreciable  influence  on  his  character.  His  membership 
here  led  to  his  becoming  a  member  in  1846  of  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  whose  publications 
he  carefully  read  and  prized. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Historical  C'abinet  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  its  collections,  Mr.  Howland  has  been  a  fre- 
quent visitor  there,  making  researches  and  investigations  for 
the  pleasure  of  himself  and  his  numerous  friends.  He  often 
rendered  assistance  to  the  Secretary  in  replying  to  inquiries 
made  by  persons  of  Rhode  Island  ancestry  residing  in  other 
states.  The  last  paper  that  he  read  before  the  Society  was 
given  at  the  April  quarterly  meeting,  1886,  and  was  printed 
by  vote  of  the  Society,  in  the  Proceedings  of  that  year, 
entitled  "The  Date  of  Passing  the  Sentence  of  Banishment 
on  Roger  Williams." 

He  Avas  an  earnest,  honest,  right-minded  man.  Believing 
in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Sonship  of  man,  he  liked 
to  hear  the  Gospel  preached  from  diflerent  standpoints,  but 
he  especially  liked  the  simple  mode  of  worship  adopted  by 
the  Society  of  Friends. 
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Henry  Jonah  Steere,  an  honored  member  of  this  Soci- 
ety, was  born  in  Providence,  April  11,  1830,  and  died 
October  28,  1889.  His  father  was  Jonah  Steere,  a  well- 
known  citizen,  of  excellent  character.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Alice  Smith.  His  descent  was  from  John  Steere, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Providence. 

Our  fellow-member,  Henry  J.  Steere,  was  the  only  sur- 
viving child  of  his  parents,  havjng  had  one  sister  Avho  died 
in  infimcy.  He  always  remained  at  home,  receiving  his 
education  in  our  common  schools,  and  graduating  at  the 
High  School  in  due  course.  He  was  trained  in  the  business 
of  banking  by  serving  in  several  of  our  prominent  banks, 
and  afterward  went  into  manufacturing  in  the  firm  of  Ohiey 
&  Metcalf.  Inheriting  a  large  property  from  his  father,  he 
increased  it  by  prudent  management  and  enterprise.  Find- 
ing his  income  more  than  sufficient  for  his  common  wants, 
he  l)eeame  a  patron  of  art  and  letters.  His  home  in  the 
country  was  a  fine  specimen  of  colonial  architecture,  Avhile 
l)oth  his  town  and  country  houses  were  adorned  with  choice 
pictures  and  statuary.  From  an  early  period  he  began  to 
display  a  benevolent  spirit.  The  forms  of  charity  in  which 
he  showed  an  interest  were  very  numerous.  It  would  l)e 
difficult  to  name  any  worthy  object  in  the  city  or  state 
which  did  not  share  his  bounty.  Certaiidy  there  was  none 
presented  to  him  in  a  genial  and  intelligent  manner  that  he 
ever  refused.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Horticultural  Soci- 
ety for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  was  ever  ready  to  aid 
in  its  enlargement  and  success.  Too  modest  to  put  himself 
forward,  he  gave  substantial  proof  of  his  desire  to  do  all 
that  ho  could  to  promote  the  study  of  history,  and  especially 
that  of  his  native  state. 

Had  he  lived,  his  ever-increasing  property  would  have 
been  a  fund  from  which  streams  would  have  been  constantl}^ 
tlowing  to  promote  the  highest  objects  of  human  welfare. 
By  his  will  he  left  larger  bequests  to  charitable  objects  than 
have  ever  been  ^iven  as  the  legacies  of  any  private  individ- 


112  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

nal  in  this  state.  While  we  mourn  his  loss,  the  enlargement 
of  this  Societ3''s  building  will  be  one  of  the  many  monu- 
ments of  his  thoughtful  generosity. 

An  honest  man,  a  modest,  reverent,  kindly  spirit,  a  faith- 
ful friend,  a  public  benefactor,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  all 
these  virtues  in  sincere  Christian  principle.  He  was  a  devout 
believer  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  by  his  life  and  his 
open  confession  made  known  his  hearty  allegiance  to  the 
truth  as  revealed  in  the  Bil)le.  Our  records  have  contained 
many  honored  names,  but  none  Avho,  according  to  their  abili- 
ties, have  better  fulfilled  the  stewardship  entrusted  to  their 
hands. 

CHAiiLES  Aplin  was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Providence. 
He  was  born  December  26,  1823,  being  the  son  of  Judge 
William  Aplin  and  Marj-  Stephens  (Page)  Aplin.  He  was 
educated  in  the  school  of  Peter  W.  Ferris.  He  learned  his 
trade,  that  of  a  jeweler,  with  his  brother,  William  Aplin. 
He  was  an  accomplished  workman,  and  was  employed  for 
many  years  l)y  Messrs.  J.  B.  Mathe.vson  &  Company;  the 
singular  fidelity  of  his  nature  appearing  in  the  discharge  of 
his  daily  duties,  as  in  all  else  that  he  did. 

His  quiet  and  faithful  life  was  closed  November  22,  1889. 
His  death  was  the  result  of  an  accident,  which  occurred 
Septem])er  15th  preceding.  In  entering  a  car  of  the  Union 
railroad  Mr.  Aplin  was  in  some  way  thrown  down  and  sus- 
tained a  fracture  of  the  spine,  which  ptiralyzed  him  from 
the  waist  downward  ;  at  his  own  request  he  Mas  taken  to 
the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  and  received  the  most  careful 
and  skilful  attention  ;  but  his  condition  was  known  from  the 
first  to  be  hopeless  of  recovery.  His  strength  of  mind  and 
courage  remained  unimpaired,  and  for  two  months  he  waited 
the  decline  of  his  physical  force,  and  the  release,  which  was 
accomplished  on  November  22d.  The  uncomplaining  pa- 
tience, courage  and  cheerfulness  with  which  he  endured 
these  weeks  of  gradual  decline  gave  his   illness  a  heroism 
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peculiarly  attractive  and  unusual  in  its  unaifected  serenity, 
his  mind  being,  to  the  very  end  of  his  days,  clear  and 
strong,  he  was  able  to  enjoy  the  frequent  visits  of  friends, 
and  to  employ  his  lonelier  hours  in  reading  and  in  writing 
to  his  remote  acquaintances.  It  was  found  by  those  who 
visited  him  during  these  weeks  that  he  had  solved  the  prob- 
lem of  how  a  brave  man  should  meet  his  fate,  and  that  more 
difficult  problem,  how  a  hard  fate,  bravely  met,  should  still 
leave  the  impression  upon  the  beholder  of  an  unconquerable 
confidence  in  the  Eternal  Goodness. 

Mr.  Aplin  was  not  well  known  l>y  man}'^ ;  his  difiidence 
was  extreme  ;  he  lived  much  alone  ;  his  recreations  were 
found  in  long  rambles  in  the  country  in  search  of  the  botan- 
ical treasures  which  he  knew  well  how  to  find  ;  he  was  a 
man  of  the  cast  of  mind  of  Thoreau,  in  his  sense  for  Nature 
and  intimacy  with  her  secrets  revealed  to  the  solitar}'. 
Yet  when  he  was  rendered  helpless,  and  was  visited  by  those 
who  had  long  been  his  friends,  all  this  reluctance  to  express 
himself  was  laid  aside,  and  he  conversed  freely  and  i^iost 
impressively  of  life  and  death  and  that  right  of  the  soul  to 
its  own  discoveries,  of  which  it  may  well  be  believed  so  rich 
a  share  had  fallen  to  him  ;  there  was  in  all  this  no  word  that 
was  not  simple  and  fit  for  a  man  of  his  temi)erament ;  but 
he  had  what  his  well-loved  Emerson  would  have  called, 
^'  the  victorious  tone." 

Charles  Aplin  was  a  vigorous  and  original  thinker.  It 
was  his  pleasure  to  make  some  contribution  of  value  upon 
the  most  intimate  questions  which  come  to  earnest  souls, 
and  to  send  it  to  a  paper  which  would  publish  it,  and  con- 
ceal his  identity.  It  often  happened  that  the  editor  would 
receive  an  acknowledgment  of  the  value  of  this  contribu- 
tion, in  the  statement  of  some  reader's  perplexity,  which  it 
had  relieved  ;  and  this  would  constitute  the  suflicient  re- 
ward of  the  modest  writer. 

It  was  not  generally  known  that  Mr.  Aplin  was  a  poet, 
yet,  when  a  few  days  before  his  death  he  put  into  the  hands 
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of  a  trusted  friend  certain  manuscripts,  it  was  discovered 
that  among  them  were  several  poems  of  marked  inspiration  ; 
two  of  these  i)oems  Avere  read  at  the  service  before  his 
Durial,  and  well  expressed  the  strong,  sane  and  constant 
philosophy  of  his  life. 

]\Ir.  Aplin  was  made  a  member  pf  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  in  1875,  and  was  very  genuinely  interested 
in  its  work.  This  interest  he  manifested  by  the  contribu- 
tion of  much  interesting  matter  to  it.s  library  —  manuscripts, 
books,  and  other  matter  which  had  l>een  in  the  library  of 
his  father,  the  late  Judge  Aplin,  who  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal members  of  this  Societ}^ 

This  is  a  simple  record  of  an  uneventful  life;  but  a  life 
which  was  complete  in  its  self-contained  strength,  and  noble 
in  its  constant  devotion  to  the  truth  as  it  appeared  to  the 
soul. 

Richard  Brown  Winsor  wms  born  in  Providence,  May  24, 
1848,  and  died  there  December  5,  1889.  He  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Chad  Brown,  Avho  was  one  of  the  committee 
to  adjust  disi)uted  boundary  lines  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  year  1640. 

He  was  also  a  descendant  of  Joshua  Winsor,  who  was 
among  the  first  s<?ttlers  of  Providence,  having  come  here  in 
1()38,  and  his  home  lot  became  the  property  of  Gideon 
Crawford,  from  whom  Crawford  street  takes  its  name.  ]Mr. 
AVinsor  was,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  the  senior  mem))er 
of  the  firm  of  R.  B.  AVinsor  and  Company,  well  known  lum- 
l)cr  dealers  in  Providence.  One  of  his  prominent  charac- 
teristics was  that  of  beinsf  a  srood  listener.  He  was  a 
student  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  history  of  his  native 
city  and  state.  In  the  study  of  numismatics  he  particularly 
excelled.  His  collection  of  coins  is  exceedingly  fine,  ranlc- 
ing  in  .some  res))ects  among  the  finest  in  our  country.  Air. 
AVinsor  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1868, 
and  ever  afterwards  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  per- 
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taining  to  that  institution,  never  failing  to  be  present  at  the 
class  reunions.  He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in 
January,  1885,  and  in  a  quiet  way  did  much  to  promote  its 
usefulness  and  efficiency. 

Sullivan  Moulton  Avas  born  in  Providence,  September 
14,  1816,  and  died  at  Providence,  January  8,  1890. 

He  was  the  third  son  of  Cromwell  and  Lucina  (Olney) 
Moulton,  and  was  one  of  nine  brothers,  eiMit  of  whom  mar- 
ried  and  lived  to  be  over  forty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Moulton's  earlier  years  were  chiefly  spent  on  his 
fother's  farm  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
came  back  to  Providence  and  was  apprenticed  to  E.  C.  & 
E.  T.  Wells,  who  carried  on  the  largest  tailoring  business 
in  Providence,  under  the  name  of  Wells  Brothers,  in  the 
old  "  Franklin  House  *'  on  Market  Square. 

After  serving  his  time  with  them  he  became  cutter  for 
Butts  &  Lock  wood,  who  were  located  in  the  Arcade.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Daniel  Martin,  which,  under  the  name  of  Martin  &  Moul- 
ton, succeeded  to  the  business  of  Butts  &  Lockwood. 

A  few  years  afterward  Mr.  Martin  retired  from  the  firm, 
and  Mr.  Moulton  formed  a  partnership  with  the  late  Wil- 
liam M.  Rodman  (who  will  be  remembered  as  having  been 
Mayor  of  Providence  for  two  successive  terms) .  This  part- 
nership, under  the  name  of  Moulton  &  Rodman,  continued 
ten  years.  In  1850  they  removed  from  the  Arcade  to  No. 
27  Westminster  street,  where  he  remained  in  business  until 
1876,  Avhen  he  retired  from  active  trade.  Mr.  Moulton 
numbered  among  his  patrons  some  of  the  most  prominent 
people  of  Providence. 

He  was  of  a  kindly  and  genial  nature,  and  in  the  main  his 
private  deeds  of  charity  and  kindly  assistance  were  so  unos- 
tentatiously done  that  few,  except  those  Avho  received  their 
benefit,  will  ever  know  of  them. 
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Mr.  Moultoii  was  connected  with  several  of  our  best 
known  local  organizations.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
First  Light  Infantry  in  1859,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  in  1876.  He  was  also  a  member  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Squantum  Club. 

Mr.  Moulton  was  twice  married.  His  widow  and  two 
chiklren  of  his  first  marriaije  survive  him. 
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INSTITUTIONS   AND    CORPORATIONS    FROM   WHICH 
GIFTS    HAVE    BEEN    RECEIVED. 


American  Anfiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

American  Congregational  Association, 
Boston,  JFass. 

American  Pliilosopliical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia, I'a. 

American  Publishing  and  Engraving  Co., 
New  York  City. 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Berkshire  Historical  Society,  Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  City  Auditor,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California  Pioneer  Association,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  111. 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern 
Antiquities,  Copenhagen. 

Dedham  Historical  Society,  Dedham,Mass. 

Deertield,  Mass.,  Pocumtuck  Valley  Memo- 
rial Association,  Deertield,  Mass. 

Dominion  Land  Surveyors  Association, 
Ottawa,  Can. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Son,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Iowa  City,  la. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society,  Topeka, 
Ks. 

League  of  American  Wheelmen,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

Longmans,  Greene  &  Co.,  New  Y'ork  City. 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Associa- 
tion,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. 


Maryland  Historical    Society,   Baltimore 
Md. 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners, Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts    Bureau   of     Statistics    of 
Labor,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston 
Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  111. 

New    Brunswick    Historical    Society,  St* 
John,  N.  B. 

New  England  Historical  Genealogical  Soci- 
ety, Boston,  Mass. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Con- 
cord, N.  H. 

New   Haven    Colony    Historical    Society, 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark, 
N.J. 

New  London  County  Historical   Society, 
New  London,  Conn. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
New  York  City. 

New    York    Meteorologic.il    Observatory, 
New  York  City. 

New  York  State  Library,  New  York  City. 

Newport     Historical     Society,    Newport, 
R.I. 

Newport  Hospital,  Newport,  R.  I. 

North    Carolina   University,  Chapel  Hill 
North  Carolina. 

Norwegian     Antiquarian    Society,    Kris- 
tianiu,  Norway. 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton, 
Mass. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Open  Court  Company,  Chicago,  111. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Providence  City,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Providence  Journal,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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Providence    Public    Library,    Providence, 

R.  I. 
Providence  Veteran  Firemen's  Association, 

Providence,  R.  I. 
Providence  Younx  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, Providence,  R.  I. 
Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Association, 

Deertield,  JIass. 
Quebec   Literary  and    Historical  Society, 

Quebec,  Ca. 
Reid,  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Rhode  Island  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rhode'  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence, 

R.  I. 
Rhode  Island  Society  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Animals.  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rhode  Island  State,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rhode  Island  State  15oani  of  Agriculture. 
Rhode  State  ISoard  of  Health,  Providence, 

R.I. 
Sampson,   Murdock    &    Co.,    Providence, 

R.  I. 
San   Francisco    Library  Association,  San 

Francisco,  Cal. 
Smithsonian  Institution, Washington,  D.  C. 
Southern  California  Historical  Society,  Los 

Angeles,  Cal. 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Historical  Society, 

Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis  Public  Library,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Trustees  of  the  Edward  Hopkins  Trust, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Tufts  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

United  States  Army  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Rureau  of  Education,  Wash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Coast  Survey,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  State,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

United  States  Fish  Commission,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

United  States  Geological  Survey, Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Vermont  State  Library,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Young  Jlen's  Christian  Association,  Prov- 
idence, R.  I. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelpliia. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquities,  Worces- 
ter, Mass. 
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PERSONS  FROM  WHOM  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


Aldrich,  Nelson  VV.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Allen,  Samuel  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Andrews,  Mrs.  Ella,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Angell,  James  B.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Antliony,  Lewis  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Aplin,  Charles,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Arnold,  James,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Austin,  John  O.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Austin,  Samuel,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bailey, William  Whitman,  Providence,  K.  I. 
Ballon,  Mrs.  Sarah.  Providence,  R.  I. 
Barker,  Henry  R.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Barnard,  Henry,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Baxter,  James  Phinney,  Portland,  Me. 
Beckwith,  Henry  T.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bennett,  Charles  P.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bishop,  Miss  Fanny  W'insor,  Providence, 

R.  I. 
Black,  Miss  Anna  M.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Brown,  Francis  11.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Brigg-s,  Samuel,  Cleveland.  Ohio. 
Bucklin,  Elisha  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Cameron,  Blrs.  Ellen  Burnside,  Providence, 

R.  I. 
Carpenter,  George  M.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Chace,  Mrs.  George  I.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Chalmers,  Patrick,  London,  England. 
Chandler,  Rev.    Henry    Griswold    Jesup, 

Hanover,  N.  H. 
Chapin,  Dr.  Charles  V.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Chapin,  William  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Chapman,  A.  F.,  2.33  Washington  Street, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Cheeney,  Amos  P.,  Natick,  Mass. 
Church,  Nathaniel  B.,  Tiverton,  R.  I. 
Clark,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Providence, 

R.  I. 
■Cobb,  Samuel  C,  Boston,  Mass. 
Cole,  Miss  Annie  E.,  Warren,  R.  I. 
Coleman,  John  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Collier,  Thomas  S.,  New  Loudon,  Conn. 
Collins,  David  S.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Cox,  Samuel  Sullivan,  New  York  City. 
Crandall,  William  T.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Cross,  James  F.,  Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I. 
Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Danforth,  Charles,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Dart,  Edward  M.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Darling,  Charles  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 


Dickenson,  Thomas  A.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Dean,  John  Ward,  Boston,  Mass. 

De  Peyster,  J.  Watts,  50  E.  "ilst  Street, 

New  York  City. 
Denison,  Charles  Hyde,  Wiscasset  Me. 
Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York  City. 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York  City. 
Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Eaton,  Amasa  M.,  Providence,  R,  I. 
Eddy,  Jlrs.  Caroline  Updike,  Providence, 

R   I. 
Eldridge,  Dr.  James   H.,  East  Greenwich, 

R.I. 
Ely,  William  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Ewing,  Gen.  Thomas,  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H.,  Providence,  R.I. 
Folsoin,  Albert  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Frost,  Walter  B.,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Fuller,  Jlyron  H.,  Providence,  R.  I, 
Gardiner,  Asa  Bird,  New  York. 
George,  Charles  H.,  Providence,  K.  I. 
Goflr,  Charles  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Goodwin,  Almon  K.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Gorton,  Charles,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Green,  Arnold,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  BI.  D..  Boston,  Mass. 
Greenough,  William  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Haskins,  David    II.  Greene,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Hart,  Charles  Henry,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hersey,  George  W^.,  M.  D.,  Providence,  R.I. 

Herreshoff.  Lewis,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hill,  Mrs.  Dr.  Lester  S.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hoadley,  Charles  J.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Howard,  Rev.  Rowland  B.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Houghton,  W.  A.,  19  E.  15th  Street,  New 
Y'ork  City, 

Rowland,  Elizabeth,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hoyt,  David  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  "6  Wall  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Ruling,  Ray  Greene,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Huot,  Lucieu,  St.  John,  P.  Q. 

Jameson,  J.  Franklin,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Jecht,  Richard,  M.  D.,  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Jones,  Charles  C.  Jr.,  Augusta,  Ga. 
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Jones,  Edward  S.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Kendall,  Oliver,  Providence,  U.  I. 

Kimball,  Mrs.  Henry  RL,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Knot,  Lncien,  St.  .John,  P.  Q. 

Lane,  Bernard  H.,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Lawrence,  llirain  15.,  Holyokc,  RFass. 

Lawton,  Mis.-<  Maria,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Lincoln,  Frederick  U'.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  John  S..  Providence,  H.  I. 

Lijipitt,  -Mrs.  Christopher,  Providence.  R.I. 

I^ockvvood,  Mrs.  Amos  D.,  Providence,  K.  I. 

Maine.  Rev.  Arthur,  Ashaway,  R.  I. 

Manchester,  Rev.  Alfred,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Mann,  Henry,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Mauran,  Mrs.  James  Eddy,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Meade,  George,  205  Walnut  Place,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Meader,  Lewis  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Moseley,  William  H.  T.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Newel,  Dr.  Thomas,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Nickerson,  Ansel  D.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Nightingale,  Harriet  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Nlsbet,  William  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Oldham,  John  F.,  Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

Pabodie,  15.  Frank,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Paine,  George  T..  Providence,  R.  I. 

Parker,  W.  Thornton,  M.  i).,  Providence, 
R  I. 

Parsons,  Charles  W.,  M.  i).,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

Pasko,  W.  W.,  19  Park  I'lace,  New  York 
City. 

Peckham,  Ellen  L.,  Providence,  R.  T. 

Peckhain,  Stephen  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Peet,  Uev.  Stephen  D.,  Mendon,  111. 

Peirce,  John,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Perry,  Aaron  V.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Perry,  Mrs.  Benjamin  F.,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

Perry,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Perry,  I{t.  Rev.  William  Stevens,  Daven- 
port, Iowa. 

Phillips,  Henry,  Jr.,  Philadelpliia,  Pa. 

I'illing,  James  C,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Potter,  Thomas  G.,  East  Providence,  R.  I. 

Randall,  Frank  E.,  New  York  City. 


Randall,  Pardon  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rhodes  Edward  S.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Robbins,  Gilbert  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rogers,  Horatio,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Ropes,  John  C,  Boston,  Mass. 
Salisbury,    Mrs.   Theophilus,   I'rovidence, 

R.  I. 
Schiinwalder,  Dr.,  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 
Sheflield,  William  P.,  Newport,  R.  I. 
.Shepard,Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Slafter,  Rev.  Edward,  LMU  Berkeley  Street, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Smith,  Charles  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Smith,  Charles  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Smith,  N.  J.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Smith,  Sandt'ord  B.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Snow,  Family  of  Dr.  E.  M.,  Providence^ 

R.  I. 
Stewart,  William  M.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Stockwell,  Thomas  B.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Spencer,  B.  B  ,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Swan,  Robert  F.,  Boston,  Slass. 
Taylor,  Charles  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Tanner,  James,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Thurston,  Benjamin  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Tillinghast.  James,  Buflalo,  N.  Y. 
Townsend,  William  C,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Uhler,  Philip  R.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Updike,  D.  Berkeley,  Boston,  Mass. 
Walker,  Sirs.  John  P.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Wadlin,  Horace  G.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Walling,  Joseph  M.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Watson,  S.  M.,  Portland,  Maine. 
Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Weeden,  Mrs.  Horace,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Wheeler,  Arthur  O.,  Ottawa,  Canada. 
AVhitney,  James  O.,  M.  I).,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Williams,  Alonzo,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Williams,  George  W.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Williams,  J.  Fletcher.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Williams,  Henry,  Boston,  Mass. 
Williams,  Zephaniah,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Wilson,  George  G.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Winsor,  Albert  C,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Winson,  Justin,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Woodbury,  Rev. Augustus,  Providence,  R.L 
Wright,  Carroll  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Young,  Rev.  Edward  J.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 


HESiDKNT  :mi;.aii;i;i{S. 
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ELECTED. 

i:i,E<" 

1885. 

Aldrich,  Elisha  Smith 

1873. 

1874. 

Aldricli,  Nelson  Wilmarth 

1874. 

ISOO. 

Alien,  Samuel  Hazard 

1886. 

1875. 

Ames,  William 

1889. 

1885. 

Andrews,  Elislia  Benjamin 

1888. 

Is7(i. 

An.i;ell,  Edwin  G, 

1879. 

1880. 

Anthony,  John  B. 

1880. 

1880. 

Arnold,  Fred  W. 

1880. 

1889. 

Arnold,  Newton  Darling- 

1868. 

1874. 

Arnold,  Olney 

18.57. 

1887. 

Arnold,  Richard  .James 

1883, 

1877. 

Arnold,  Stephen  Harris 

1884. 

1881. 

Austin,  John  Osborne 

1887. 

1853. 

Bailey,  William  Mason 

1878. 

1881. 

Bailey,  Richard  Arnold 

1880. 

1881. 

Baker,  David  Sherman,  Jr. 

1877. 

1890. 

Ballon,  William  Herbert 

1885. 

1884. 

Ballou,  Latimer  Whipple 

1886. 

1872. 

Barrows,  Edwin 

1872. 

188(5. 

Barstow,  Amos  C,  Jr. 

1874. 

1888. 

Bartlett,  John  Russell 

1877. 

1879. 

Barton,  William  T. 

1881. 

1889. 

Bartow,  Evelyn  Pierrepont 

1S7(). 

1883. 

Bates,  Isaac  Comstock 

1890. 

1888. 

Bennett,  Charles  Patrick 

1886. 

18.58. 

Binney,  William 

1887. 

1889. 

Binney  William,  Jr. 

1881. 

1887. 

Blake,  Eli  Whitney 

1874. 

1878. 

Bogman,  Edward  Young- 

1881. 

1881. 

Bradley,  Charles 

1886. 

1883. 

Brown,  D.  Russell 

1881. 

188:3. 

Brown,  H.  Martin 

1877. 

1875. 

Brown,  John  Adams 

1877. 

1876. 

Bugbee,  James  H. 

1888. 

1884. 

Bullock,  Jona  Russell 

1882. 

1884. 

Burdick  James 

1875. 

1859. 

Calder,  George  Beckford 

1877. 

1880. 

Campbell,  Daniel  G. 

1849. 

1876. 

Campell,  Horatio  Nelson 

1838. 

TED. 

Carpenter,  Charles  Earl 
Car^ienter,  Francis  Wood 
Carpenter,  George  Moulton 
Catlin,  Charles  Albert 
Chace,  James  H. 
Chace,  Lewis  James 
Chace,  Jonathan 
Chace,  Julian  A. 
Chace,  Thomas  Wilson 
Chambers,  Robert  B. 
Child,  Charles  H. 
Chapin,  Charles  Value 
Cladin,  Arthur  W. 
Clark,  Thomas  March 
Coats,  James 
Codman,  Arthur  Amory 
Collins,  George  Lewis 
Comstock,  Richard  W. 
Congdon,  Johns  Hopkin 
Cranston,  Henry  Clay 
Cranston,  George  K. 
Cranston,  James  E. 
Cushman,  Henry  I. 
Danforth  (Charles 
Dart,  Edward  Merrill 
Day,  Albert  C. 
Day,  Daniel 
Day,  Daniel  Eugene 
DeWolf,  John  James 
Dews,  Joseph 
Dixon,  Nathan  Fellows 
Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 
Dorrance,  Samuel  Richmond 
Douglas,  Samuel  Tobey 
Douglas,  William  Wilberforce 
Dunnell,  William  Wanton 
Durfee,  Charles  S. 
Durfee,  Thomas 
Dyer,  Elisha 
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ELKCTKU.  KI,EC 

1873.  Eames,  Benjamin  Tucker  1871. 

1886.  Earle,  Charles  K.  1880. 

18.J6.  Ely,  James  W.  C".  1880. 

1862.  Ely,  William  Davis  188-^. 

1858.  Everett,  Kiclimond  Pearl  1882. 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  II.  1889. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q.  1882. 
1878.  Fisher,  Charles  Harris  1888. 
1890.  Fiske.  George  McClellan  1867. 
1885.  Fitzgerald.  O.  Edward  1885. 

1888.  Foster,  Samuel  1880. 
1881.  Foster,  William  E.  1889. 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer  1883. 
1875,  Gammell.  liobert  Ives  1880. 

1884.  Gammell,  AVilliam,  Jr.  1876. 

1889.  Gardner,  Rathhone  1884. 

1889.  Gardner,  Henry  Brayton  1885. 

1885.  George,  Charles  11.  1879. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  Brown  Ives  1883. 
1850.  Goddard,  William  1889. 

1890.  Goddard,  Robert  H.  Ives  1879. 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel  1880. 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  Townsend  1878. 
1878.  Greene,  Edward  A.  1872. 

1876.  Greene,  Henry  L.  1881. 
1887.  Greene,  Thomas  C.  1880. 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell  1877. 

1872.  Grosvenor  William  1877. 

1887.  Guild,  Reuben  Aldridge  1877. 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C.  1881. 

1878.  Hall,  Robert  1889. 
1878.  Harkness,  Albert 
1874.  Harrington,  Ileiny  Augustus  1889. 

1884.  Harris,  AVilliam  A.  1883. 

1883.  Harson,  M.  Joseph  1890. 
1889.  Hart,  George  Thomas  187(). 
1871.  Hazard,  Rowland  1875. 

1888.  Hazard,  Rowland  Gibson,  2d.  1881. 
1881.  Hersey,  George  D,  1890. 

1873.  Hidden,  Henry  Atkins  1886. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  Jefterson  1882. 
1874.  Holbrook,  AlbtMt  1880. 
1874.  Hopkins,  AVilliam  11.  1880. 
1887.  Hopkins.  AVilliam  II.,  2d.  1876. 


TED. 

Iloppin,  Frederic  Street 
Ho])pin,  AVilliam  AA'arner 
Hoppin,  AVilliam  Jones 
Howland,  Richard  Smith 
Hoyt,  David  AA'ebster 
Hiulson,  James  Smith 
Jackson,  William  F.  B. 
Jameson,  John  Franklin 
Jencks,  Albert  Varnum 
Johnson,  Oliver 
Jones,  Augustine 
Kelly,  John  B. 
Kendall,  Hiram 
Kenyon,  James  S. 
Kimball,  James  M. 
King,  William  Delxm 
King,  George  Gordon 
Knight,  Edward  B. 
Ladd,  Herbert  AV. 
Lapham,  Oscar 
Lincoln,  John  I^arkiri 
Lippitt,  Christopher 
Lippitt,  Charles  AVarren 
Lippitt,  Henry 
Littlefield,  Alfred  H. 
Marcy,  Fred  I. 
Mason,  Earl  Philip 
Mason,  Eugene  AA^ 
Mason,  George  Champlin 
Mason,  John  H. 
Matteson,  George  AA'ashington 

Richmond 
McCrillis,  Aaron  B. 
Meader,  I^ewis  H. 
Metcalf,  Alfred 
Metcalf,  Henry  B. 
Miller,  Augustus  Samuel 
Miner,  Francis  AA'ayland 
Moulton,  Edmund  T. 
Mowry,  Raymond  G. 
Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
Munroe,  AVilfred  H. 
Xichols,  Amos  G. 
Xickerson,  Edward  I. 


KKSIDENT     MKMBEKS. 
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ELECTED. 

1874.  Nightingale,  Geo.  Corliss,  Jr 

1889.  Nisbet,  AVilliam  Douglas 

1887.  Norris,  Samuel,  Jr. 
1870.  Olney,  George  Heury 
1883.  Olney,  James  H. 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  Frank 

1888.  Packard,  Alpheus  .S. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 
1885.  Page,  Charles  H. 

1889.  Paine,  Charles  E.  (C.  E.) 

1890.  Parker,  Edward  D.  L. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  William 
1887.  Peck,  AValter  A. 

1887.  Peckham,  Stephen  Farnum 

1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  Wardwell 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 
1858.  Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 

1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  Williams 

1873.  Phillips,  Theodore  Winthrop 

1878.  Potter,  Emory  Huntington 

1887.  Preston,  Howard  Willis 
1885.  Reid,  James  A. 

1888.  Reynolds,  Walter  N. 

1889.  Reynolds,  William  Job 
1877.  Richmond.  Walter 

1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 

1888.  Rogers,  Arthur 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 

1890.  Rtigg,  Rev.  Henry  W. 
1856.  Sabin  Charles 

1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  X. 

1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1881.  Sheffield  William  Paine,  Jr. 

1889.  Sheldon,  Charles  Henry 
1885.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1879.  Shepley,  (4eorge  L. 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  Nelson,  Jr. 

1883.  Slater,  John  Whipple 

1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1888.  Smith,  Benjamin  West 

1882.  Smith.  Charles  H. 


ELECTEB. 

,1875.  Smith,  Edwin  Augustus 

1888.  Smith,  Sanl'ord  Billings 

1869.  Southwick,  Isaac  Harrison 

1885.  Southwick, Isaac  Harrison,  Jr. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  Joshua 
1869.  Staples,  William 

1888.  Stark,  Charles  Rathbone 

1879.  Stiness,  John  Henry 
1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1886.  Sturges,  Howard  O. 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  Chapin 

1883.  Talbot,  Frederick 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  Frederic 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  Lloyd 
1890.  Thurber,  William  H. 

1S73.  Thurston,  Benjamin  Francis 

1888.  Tillinghast,  James 

1889.  Tolman,  William  Howe 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  Gardiner 
1885.  Tucker,  William  A. 
1874.  Turner,  Henry  Edward 
1885.  Updike,  Daniel  Berkeley 

1890.  Vincent,  Walter  Boroder 
1881.  Vose,  James  Gardner 

1884.  Walton,  William  A. 
1861.  Waterman,  Rufus 

1868.  Weeden,  William  Babcock 

1887.  Welling,  Rich'd  Ward  Greene 
1889.  White,  Hunter  Carson 

1884.  AVhite,  Stillman 

1874.  Whitford,  George  Washington 

1884.  AVightman,  Augustus  A. 

1889.  Whitney,  James  Orne 

1884.  AVilbour  Joshua 

1884.  AVilliams,  Alfred  Mason 

1881.  AVilliams,  Zephaniah 

1880.  AVilson,  Ellery  H. 

1888.  Wilson  George  G. 
1887.  Wood,  William  H. 
187t;.  Woods,  Marshall 
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ACTIVF. 

I. hi:. 

1867. 

1ST-'. 

1849. 

1871'. 

1872. 

1872. 

1872. 

1872. 

1873. 

187:]. 

1876. 

ISTi;. 

1877. 

1877. 

1878. 

1880. 

1877. 

188:5. 

1883. 

1883. 

1873. 

1884. 

1885. 

1885. 

1885. 

1885. 

1885. 

1885. 

1885. 

1885. 

1886. 

1886. 

1885. 

1888. 

1889. 

18S'.i. 

George  Taylor  Paine,  Providence. 
Henry  Truman  Beckwith,  Providence. 
Holder  Borden  Bowen,  Providence. 
Aniasa  Ma.son  Eaton,  Providence, 
•larvis  Bowen  Swan,  Providence. 
AVilliam  Ely,  Providence. 
Hezekiah  Conant,  Pawtucket. 
f'liarle.s  (iorton.  Providence. 
John  Pitman  Muniford  Providence. 
Thomas  Poiuton  Ives  Oochlard,  Providence- 
Henry  Grinnell  Russell,  Providence. 
William  G.  Weld,  Newport. 
John  Nicholas  Brown,  Xewport. 
Georji'e  Peabody  Wetmore,  Xewport. 
Harold  Brown,  Xewport. 
John  Wilkinson  Danielson,  Providence. 
Lelloy  King.  Xewport. 
Charles  Fletcher,  Providence. 


HONORARY  MEMBER. 


ELECTKI). 

1S88. 


James  Burrill  Angell,  i.i,.  i>.. 


Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 


1888.  James  Tillinghast, 

1888.  William  Frederic  Poole,  li..  d. 

1888.  Samuel  Smith  Purple,  .m.  d., 

1888.  Edward  Amasa  Park,  i).  i>., 

1888.  Zebulon  Ijcwis  White,  A.  m.. 

1888.  Abby  Isabel  (IJrown)  Bulkley, 

1888.  Elisha  P.eiijamiii  Andrews, 

1889.  William  Henry  Watson,  M.  D.. 

1890.  liev.  William  R.  Bagnall, 
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Form  for  a  Devise  of  Land. 


I  give  and  devise  to  ti^e  Rl^ode  Island  Historical 
Society,  a  corpomtior)  created  by  tY\e  General  Hssen\bly 
of  tt)e  State  of  Rl^ode  Island,  Sc,  a^d  its  assigns,  [here 
describe  the  land  to  he  devised.'] 


Form  for  a  Bequest, 


1  give  and  beqileatl)  to  XY\q  Rl|ode  Island  Historical 
Society,  a  corporation  created  by  t\\Q  General  Hssernbly 
of  tl\e  State  ot  Rl]ode  Island,  Sc,  \_here  state  the  sum  of 
money,  or  describe  the  personal  propertij  to  be  bequeathed.] 


H    ' 


i^ 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


0  014  075  466  3 


